
 
 

LEARN 
 

LGBTQ+ Americans have 
experienced rejection, stigma, 
and at times violence. These 
resulted from religious & moral 
beliefs, medical labels, 
criminalization, social norms, & 
the HIV/AIDS epidemic. In recent 
decades, LGBTQ+ actions 
confronting discrimination led to 
much greater, but still 
incomplete, rights and 
opportunities. Use the links to 
explore this history. 
 
REQUEST THE SCHOOL 

MODULE HERE 

QUESTION 
 

1.​ Why was same-sex 
sexuality  criminalized, 
especially after 1900? 

2.​ How have LGBTQ+ 
Americans’ responses 
to stigma and 
discrimination  changed 
since 1960, and why? 

3.​ Given progress in 
recent years, how 
should LGBTQ+ 
Americans work today 
for full equality? 

UNDERSTAND 
 

Key Vocabulary 
 

CONSIDER 
 

“Your Quarrel, Sir, 
Is With My 
Creator” 

 
“Treat Us As 

Kids” 

INFORM 
 
1.​ US Homosexuality: 

Statistics and Facts 
2.​ US LGBTQ Timeline 
3.​ LGBTQ Rights, 

Milestones, and Fast 
Facts 

4.​ Transgender Archive 
Glossary 

5.​ Transgender Classroom 
Graphics 

ENDING REPRESSION 
 
1.​ LGBTQ+ Activism: 

Daughters of Bilitis 
2.​ LGBTQ+ Activism: 

Mattachine Society 
3.​ The Lavender Scare 
4.​ Stonewall 
5.​ Pride: Article + Video 
6.​ Human Rights 

Campaign 

 
 

LGBTQ+ Americans: The Experience 

of Difference 
 

Why were LGBTQ+ Americans stigmatized and 
their conduct criminalized in the 20th century? 

Why have attitudes & laws improved significantly 
since 1970? How did LGBTQ+ action drive that 

change?  
 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE: 

 

LEADERS 
 

1.​ Bayard Rustin 
2.​ Christine Jorgensen 
3.​ Billie Jean King 
4.​ Elaine Noble 
5.​ Harvey Milk 
6.​ 6 Young Leaders 
7.​ Tammy Baldwin 
8.​ Pete Buttigieg 
9.​ Ten Out Celebrities 
10.​ Out Athletes 
11.​ 2021: T.J. Osborne 
 

DISCRIMINATION 
 
1.​ Gay Deportation 
2.​ ”No Job Protection for 

Gays” 
3.​ Employment and Title VII 
4.​ Transgender 

Employment 
5.​ Conversion Therapy 
6.​ Teen Stories: Audio + 

Article 
 
 

OVERCOMING STIGMA 
 

1.​ American Psychiatric 
Association 

2.​ HIV/AIDS Timeline 
3.​ ACT UP 
4.​ How HIV Impacts the 

LGBTQ Community 
5.​ Stigma Persists 
6.​ AIDS Memorial Quilt 

CONSTITUTIONAL 
RIGHTS 

 
1.​ Sodomy Conviction 

Upheld, 1986 
2.​ Same-sex Relationships 
3.​ Marriage Equality 
4.​ Wedding Cake Case 
5.​ LGBTQ+ Rights and 

Religion 
 

TRANSGENDER 
 

1.​ Transgender Rights 
2.​ Transgender FAQ 
3.​ How to Talk (and Listen) 

to Transgender People 
4.​ Visibility: Laverne Cox 
5.​ Visibility: Chaz Bono 
 

CURRENT LEGAL 
ISSUES 

 
1.​ Legislative 

Developments 
2.​ State-by-State 

Summaries 
3.​ Health Care 
4.​ Housing 
5.​ LGBTQ+ Issues, 2021 

 

ANALYZE 
 

Library of Congress 
 

National Archives 
 

TAKE ACTION 

 
How to Draft a Bill 

 
Write a letter to an elected 

official 
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https://lgbtccneworleans.org/useful-vocabulary/
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https://www.cnn.com/2019/06/28/us/1969-stonewall-riots-history/index.html
https://www.loc.gov/lgbt-pride-month/about/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fw-lYT20j_I
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https://www.hrc.org/
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http://rustin.org/
https://www.bbc.com/news/magazine-20544095
https://www.newsweek.com/battle-sexes-billie-jean-king-love-affair-669274
https://medium.com/queer-history-for-the-people/elaine-noble-political-pioneer-9bf5b5bddc96
http://milkfoundation.org/about/harvey-milk-biography/
http://www.newnownext.com/young-leaders-2018-campaign/09/2018/
https://www.baldwin.senate.gov/about
https://abcnews.go.com/Politics/peter-buttigieg/story?id=60731298
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wny63l36Wp4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NB2WRUeAozU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MgESi-tprqs
http://outhistory.org/exhibits/show/boutilier/intro
https://law.justia.com/cases/washington/supreme-court/1977/44078-1.html
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https://www.lambdalegal.org/in-court/cases/glenn-v-brumby-et-al
https://www.stlmag.com/news/the-cure-conversion-therapy/
https://safespaceradio.com/out-takes/
https://www.glaad.org/amp/lgbtq-youth-share-stories-offer-advice-adults-to-end-bullying
https://www.psychologytoday.com/blog/hide-and-seek/201509/when-homosexuality-stopped-being-mental-disorder
https://www.psychologytoday.com/blog/hide-and-seek/201509/when-homosexuality-stopped-being-mental-disorder
https://www.nycaidsmemorial.org/timeline
https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2019/02/09/689924838/how-to-demand-a-medical-breakthrough-lessons-from-the-aids-fight
https://www.hrc.org/resources/hrc-issue-brief-hiv-aids-and-the-lgbt-community
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https://www.apa.org/pi/aids/resources/exchange/2012/04/stigma-bisexual
https://www.aidsmemorial.org/quilt-history
https://www.oyez.org/cases/1985/85-140
https://www.oyez.org/cases/1985/85-140
https://www.oyez.org/cases/2002/02-102
https://www.oyez.org/cases/2014/14-556
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https://www.npr.org/2020/11/04/929628380/faith-lgbtq-rights-collide-at-supreme-court
https://www.aclu.org/cases/schroer-v-library-congress
https://www.glaad.org/transgender/transfaq
https://www.ted.com/talks/jackson_bird_how_to_talk_and_listen_to_transgender_people/up-next?language=en
https://www.ted.com/talks/jackson_bird_how_to_talk_and_listen_to_transgender_people/up-next?language=en
https://www.self.com/story/laverne-cox
http://www.chazbono.org/
https://www.aclu.org/legislation-affecting-lgbt-rights-across-country
https://www.aclu.org/legislation-affecting-lgbt-rights-across-country
https://www.freedomforallamericans.org/states/
https://www.freedomforallamericans.org/states/
https://www.lambdalegal.org/issues/health-care-fairness
https://victoryinstitute.org/lgbtq-housing-discrimination/
https://www.aclu.org/issues/lgbt-rights#current
https://www.loc.gov/static/programs/teachers/getting-started-with-primary-sources/documents/Primary_Source_Analysis_Tool_LOC.pdf
https://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/worksheets
https://www.citizenadvocacycenter.org/uploads/8/8/4/0/8840743/legislative_process_how_to_draft_a_bill.pdf
https://cpb-us-e1.wpmucdn.com/blogs.roosevelt.edu/dist/b/55/files/2011/04/letterdirections.pdf
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