FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH
BRISTOL, CT

SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION
October 4, 2026, 9:30 a.m.

WELCOME STATEMENT
As the people of Faith Lutheran Church of Bristol, we recognize Jesus’ announcement of the
Kingdom of God as God'’s embrace to all people. Embraced by God, we proclaim our
welcome unreservedly to all colors, all gender identities, all sexual
orientations, all religions, all cultures, all abilities, all ages and sizes, inviting all individuals to full
participation in the life of our community of faith.

Today’s Theme: United with Christ, the true vine, we are nourished by God’s grace and called to
share in Christ’s life, suffering, and resurrection.

+GATHERING+
The Holy Spirit calls us together as people of God.

PRELUDE
WELCOME

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister
begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who pours love into our hearts and healing upon the earth.
Amen.
Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God, we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness in the world and in
our own hearts. Creation groans from overuse. Jealousy and bitterness strain our
relationships. Indifference keeps us from seeking justice. Divisions disrupt your call to show
genuine love to others. Turn our hearts back to you. Restore our world and reconcile us to one
another. Renew us to live as your holy people, following the way of Jesus Christ. Amen.

Hear this good news: We have peace with God through * Jesus Christ, in whom there is no
condemnation, but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life. Receive freely this healing gift of
grace. Amen.

GATHERING HYMN O God, Who Gives Us Life ACS 1086

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you
all. And also with you.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Beloved God, from you come all things that are good. Lead us by the inspiration of your Spirit to know
those things that are right, and by your merciful guidance, help us to do them, through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord. Amen.

+WORD+

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song.
First Reading
The prophet sings a sad, parable-like love song about the relationship between God and Israel. In this
song Israel is compared to a promising vineyard. Despite God’s loving care, the vineyard that is Israel
has brought forth “rotten grapes” of injustice and distress, when fine grapes of justice and
righteousness were expected.
A reading from Isaiah, chapter 5.

"I will sing for my beloved my love song concerning his vineyard: My beloved had a vineyard on a
very fertile hill. “He dug it and cleared it of stones and planted it with choice vines; he built a
watchtower in the midst of it and hewed out a wine vat in it; he expected it to yield grapes, but it
yielded rotten grapes. ° And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem and people of Judah,

judge between me and my vineyard. “ What more was there to do for my vineyard that | have not
done in it? When | expected it to yield grapes,

why did it yield rotten grapes? ° And now | will tell you what | will do to my vineyard. | will remove its
hedge, and it shall be devoured; | will break down its wall, and it shall be trampled down. ° | will make
it a wasteland; it shall not be pruned or hoed, and it shall be overgrown with briers and thorns; | will
also command the clouds that they rain no rain upon it. “ For the vineyard of the Lorp of hosts is the
house of Israel, and the people of Judah are his cherished garden; he expected justice but saw
bloodshed; righteousness but heard a cry!

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. Isaiah 5: 1-7

Psalm 80 (read responsively)

"Restore us, O God of hosts; let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved.

8You have brought a vine out of Egypt; you cast out the nations and planted it.

°You cleared the ground for it; it took root and filled the land.

'“The mountains were covered by its shadow and the towering cedar trees by its boughs.
"'You stretched out its tendrils to the sea and its branches to the river.

2Why have you broken down its wall, so that all who pass by pluck off its grapes?

3 The wild boar of the forest has ravaged it, and the beasts of the field have grazed upon it.
“Turn now, O God of hosts, look down from heaven;

*behold and tend this vine; preserve what your right hand has planted.



Second Reading

Paul reviews some of his supposed credentials, which no longer have any bearing in comparison to
the right relationship he has been given through the death of Christ. The power of Christ’s
resurrection motivates him to press on toward the ultimate goal, eternal life with Christ.

A reading from Philippians, chapter 3.

Paul writes: *° If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, | have more: ° circumcised on the
eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as
to the law, a Pharisee; ° as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law,
blameless. ’ Yet whatever gains | had, these | have come to regard as loss because of Christ.

®More than that, | regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus
my Lord. For his sake | have suffered the loss of all things, and | regard them as rubbish, in order that
| may gain Christ “and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the
law but one that comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God based on faith.

'] want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by
becoming like him in his death, "' if somehow | may attain the resurrection from the dead.

'“Not that | have already obtained this or have already reached the goal, but | press on to lay hold of
that for which Christ has laid hold of me. " Brothers and sisters, | do not consider that | have laid hold
of it, but one thing | have laid hold of: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies
ahead, " | press on toward the goal, toward the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. Philippians 3: 4b-14
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Gospel

Jesus tells a parable to the religious leaders who are plotting his death, revealing that their plans will,
ironically, bring about the fulfillment of scripture.

The holy Gospel according to Matthew, chapter 21. Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus said: *“Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a vineyard, put a fence
around it, dug a winepress in it, and built a watchtower. Then he leased it to tenants and went away.
**When the harvest time had come, he sent his slaves to the tenants to collect his produce. *° But the
tenants seized his slaves and beat one, killed another, and stoned another. *° Again he sent other
slaves, more than the first, and they treated them in the same way. * Then he sent his son to them,
saying, ‘They will respect my son.” * But when the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, ‘This
is the heir; come, let us kill him and get his inheritance.” *° So they seized him, threw him out of the
vineyard, and killed him. “° Now when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those
tenants?” *' They said to him, “He will put those wretches to a miserable death and lease the vineyard
to other tenants who will give him the produce at the harvest time.” ** Jesus said to them, “Have you
never read in the scriptures: ‘The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone; this
was the Lord’s doing, and it is amazing in our eyes’?

*“Therefore | tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people that
produces its fruits. * The one who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces, and it will crush anyone
on whom it falls.”

“>When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they realized that he was speaking
about them. “° They wanted to arrest him, but they feared the crowds, because they regarded him as
a prophet.

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ Matthew 21: 33-46

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
(aimed toward Grades K thru 6™ but those younger are welcomed with an accompanying adult).

SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY Faith Begins by Letting Go ACS 1004

L: APOSTLES’ CREED

Let us profess our faith using the words of the Apostles’ Creed.

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he
descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated
at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. | believe in
the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.



L: PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Seeking the Spirit of God who makes all things new, we pray for the church and the world.
A brief silence.

God of every generation, we give thanks for all who have sought to renew and transform your holy
church. Inspire us to follow their example in our own day. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

God our healer, we continue to pray for those on our prayer list. In addition we lift up to your care
these loved ones and concerns that we name aloud or in our hearts before you now...(time is allowed
for additions). Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Now may we lift up praise and thanksgiving for Restored Health, Life Celebrations and God Sightings
for which we are joyful...(time is allowed for responses). Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to ask, and whatever else you see that we
need. We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen.

+MEAL+
God feeds us in the presence of Jesus Christ.

GIFTS ARE RECEIVED - In gratitude for all God has given, you are invited to share a portion as the
offering plates are passed at this time. Thank You!

Offerings towards our Ministries are also welcomed by scanning this code with your
phone camera.

SONG OF GRATITUDE For the Fruit of All Creation ELW 679 (vs. 1)

L: OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray.

God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly.

All blessings are from you; make us generous with what we have.

Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts in service to you and in love to our neighbors, today
and always. Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING ELW p. 190
Dialogue ELW p. 190
Preface

Holy, Holy, Holy ELW p. 190
Eucharistic Prayer

Lord’s Prayer p- 191 right column

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION
The gifts of God for the people of God.

At Faith all are welcome to receive Holy Communion. You are invited to come forward by the center
aisle to fill in along the rail from the center to the sides. You may either stand or kneel to receive
bread (or gluten-free wafers upon request) and wine (or white grape juice) in pre-filled glasses. Empty
glasses can be placed in baskets provided as you return by the side aisles to your seat for silent
meditation. If you need communion brought to you, please notify the usher.
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L: POST COMMUNION PRAYER

Let us pray.

Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy and abundant life. By your
Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world. Make us living signs of your liberation,
healing, and love, following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray. Amen.

+SENDING+
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

REMINDERS
(If you are giving a reminder, come stand in the chancel by the lectern as the altar is cleared).

BLESSING

The God of love draw you into full accord and one mind, in the body of Christ Jesus. Amen.

The God of hope grant you strength and joy in all circumstances through the interceding of the Spirit.
Amen.

The God of grace '+ bless you now and forever. Amen.

SHARING OF PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.
Let us show a sign of peace with one another as we prepare to carry Christ’s peace into the world.

SENDING HYMN Thine The Amen ELW 826

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Let the Spirit lead you. Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE



WORSHIP LEADERS for Sunday, October 4, 2026
Presiding Minister: Pastor Chris Dion

Musician: Eun Joo Lee

Assisting Minister: Terry Gustafson

Lectors: Tony DePietro and Michael Knochin

Tech Team: Abigail Griffin, Ken Griffin, Connor Pratt
Ushers: Tina Beaudoin, Gerry Beaudoin, Carol Emond
Altar Guild: Susan and Ashley Provenzano
Communion Assistants: Valerie Holcomb and Bob Cummiskey
Greeters: Karen Biernat and Roy Oulette

Coffee Time: Cookie Capsalors and Linda Klopp

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies
Annual License #26763. Permission to reprint and stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-724528 and CCLI
#22340990. All rights reserved.

THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR

Sunday, October 4, 2026

9:30 a.m. Service of Holy Communion (Sanctuary, You Tube, Facebook)
10:30 a.m. Coffee Time

11:00 a.m. Bible Boulders

3:00 p.m. Fall Fun Walk at West Hartford Reservoir

Tuesday, October 6, 2026

9:30 a.m. Men’s Group at Parkside Cafe

Thursday, October 8, 2026

7:00 p.m. AA (Fellowship Hall)

7:00 p.m. Al Anon

Friday, October 9, 2026

3:30 p.m. Pumpkin Arrival

Saturday, October 10, 2026

10:00 a.m. Fitness Class

11:30 a.m. Pumpkin Sale Begins

Sunday, October 11, 2026

9:30 a.m. Service of Holy Communion (Sanctuary, You Tube, Facebook)
10:30 a.m. Congregational Conversation and Elevated Coffee Time

FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH, BRISTOL, CT

1125 Stafford Ave., Bristol, CT 06010

Church Office Hours: Monday — Thursday 9 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
Church Phone: 860.583.5809

Email: churchoffice@FaithBristolCT.org

Pastor Chris Dion, phone: 860.989.3507

Faith In Action...Attendance and Offering for the week of
September 27, 2026
Facebook 6...YouTube 12...In Person 61...Total 79 ...Offering $1292.62







