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RWR Article Guidelines for Contributors

Thank you for considering writing an article for the Romance Writers Report (RWR)!
The following serves as guidelines to ensure your article complies with RWA’s policies.

Contributors must use language that is inclusive:

e If quoting or referencing a person in the article, please ask the person their
pronouns and use them if/where warranted.

e Use the labels that a person uses to self-identify.

e Use language inclusive of all genders: “they/their” instead of “she/her” or
“he/him,” “siblings” instead of “brothers and sisters,” etc.

e Use person-centered language (“people with disabilities,
wheelchair,” etc.) unless otherwise requested.

e Recognize diverse relationship formations: avoid assumptions that all
relationships involve only two people and that those two people are a man and
a woman.

someone who uses a

Inclusive language resources:
e The Diversity Style Guide: https://www.diversitystylequide.com/
e GLAAD Media Reference Guide: https://www.glaad.org/reference
e National Center on Disability and Journalism: https://ncdj.org/style-guide/

Please also keep in mind RWA's anti-discrimination policy:

6.1.1. In order to create a safe and respectful environment, invidious

discrimination is prohibited in RWA.
6.1.1.1. No member, speaker or participant in RWA or any RWA activity,
RWA function, or RWA forum or social media account shall discriminate
against another member, speaker, or participant at any RWA activity, RWA
function or on any RWA forum or social media account based on race,
color, ethnicity, national origin, age, gender, gender identity, gender
expression, sexual orientation, disability, physical appearance, body size,
or religion.

RWR articles should comply with antitrust laws. RWA, its committees, its members, and
other program participants are prohibited from:

e collectively agreeing to fix or set prices or terms for selling works, products or
services;

e collectively agreeing not to deal with or to boycott certain suppliers, authors,
publishers, or others, or to deal with such persons only on certain terms and
conditions; and

e conspiring to exclude competitors, customers, or publishers from the market.
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RWA reserves the right to engage a professional freelance copyeditor and/or
proofreader to review the article prior to publication, at its sole discretion. Because this
process may affect the final word count, you will have the opportunity to review any
edits before publication.

Please contact the RWR editor at RWReditor@rwa.org with any questions or concerns.
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