
Creative Commons Images (Images We Have the Right to Use) 
 
We often need images to use in our work.  We tend to default to Google 
Images (or some other image repository on the internet), but in truth we 
don’t have the right to use these images without permission, despite the fact 
that they’re living on the open web. We must find images where the creator 
has already given permission for use by others. 
 
There are many websites where the creators of the images have given their 
express permission for anyone to use their works.  To encourage digital 
citizenship, we could use the following image sources in the “public domain” 
or “creative commons”: 
 
Smithsonian Institution Public Domain Images 
New York Public Library 
PhotosForClass.com (free for educators and students) 
Morguefile.com  (click “Morguefile License” to read limitations for use) 
Wikimedia Commons 
PhotoPin 
FreeDigitalPhotos.net 
MakerBook.net 
ImageBase.net 
Pixabay.com 
Metropolitan Museum of Art (look for words Public Domain below the photo) 
(extra info about their policies and links to images) 
FFCU (Free for Commercial Use) 
Free Stock Images 
Pexels 
Nappy.co 
StartUp Stock Photos 
Unsplash.com  
 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/smithsonian
http://www.nypl.org/research/collections/digital-collections/public-domain
http://www.photosforclass.com/
http://www.photosforclass.com/
https://morguefile.com/
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Main_Page
http://photopin.com/
http://www.freedigitalphotos.net/
http://makerbook.net/
http://imagebase.net/
https://pixabay.com/
https://www.metmuseum.org/art/collection
https://www.metmuseum.org/about-the-met/policies-and-documents/image-resources
https://freeforcommercialuse.net/
https://freeimages.red/
https://www.pexels.com/
https://www.nappy.co/
http://startupstockphotos.com/
https://unsplash.com/


**Use Google Images or Flickr but do an advanced search within these 
platforms, limiting yourself to only those images with creative commons 
licensing.  
 
 
Clipart 
Openclipart.org 
Pixabay.com (search “clipart”) 
Canva 
Daily Art Hub (need to save the free images each day) 
Freepik 
Pexels 
 
 
 

https://openclipart.org/
https://pixabay.com/en/
https://www.canva.com/
https://www.dailyarthub.com/
https://www.freepik.com/
https://www.pexels.com/

