
Guide Compiled by CaptainBug of /r/ferrets Discord Server 
Feel free to contact me with additional suggestions for this list. :) I’m always adding to it as I find 

new great things to share! 
 

If you have not yet joined our Discord, here is a link to do so: https://discord.gg/aeGuVs 
 

IF YOUR FERRET IS HAVING AN EMERGENCY, TAKE THEM TO THE NEAREST VET. 
PLEASE SEE THE VET MAP LOCATED HERE.  

 
 
 

Before Buying A Ferret 
In the event that you find this list BEFORE purchasing your ferret friend, I want to congratulate 
you! Great job researching!  
 
Ferrets are extremely involved pets. Both when it comes to time and money. Here are some 
infographics detailing the cost of owning a ferret: https://imgur.com/a/rjLIN8q 

●​ You should absolutely plan to spend between $300-500 on an initial setup for your 
ferrets, not counting the ferrets themselves. Plan on a monthly food cost of 
approximately $50-60 

●​ You should have a minimum of $1000 per ferret set aside in a separate bank account to 
be used in case of veterinary emergencies. 

You need to come to terms with the fact that you should not have a single ferret. You NEED to 
be adopting a pair at a minimum. Having a single ferret borders on cruelty (and this is coming 
from someone who had a single ferret for almost 7 years!). When a ferret is kept alone it 
depends on you for EVERYTHING, and that is not a healthy relationship for either you or the 
ferret. While some of us humans dream of being able to lock up inside our houses and ignore all 
human contact for the rest of our lives, this is absolutely not the case for ferrets. They are very 
social animals that truly do require the companionship of another ferret.  

●​ It is important to note here that ferrets and other pets DO NOT make good friends. 
Ferrets are predators to smaller animals and prey to larger animals. Ferrets do not pay 
attention to the body language of cats and dogs--instead, they often annoy further. It only 
takes a single bite, paw swipe, or step to cause permanent damage to or even kill a 
ferret. Please do not buy a ferret with the intention of introducing it to another pet. Even 
the most experienced of owners have had HORRIFIC experiences trying to do this. 

If you have to ask permission to get a pet ferret, please do not get a pet ferret. This all too often 
means that you are relying upon another person to also accept all that comes with owning a 
ferret, including transport to the vet in a life or death situation. There will ALWAYS be more 
ferrets. Please wait until you are not depending upon someone else.  

 
Where Do I Find A Ferret? 

This is a very important section. It is important that you know that there are other options out 
there aside from direct purchase from a pet store. While these options may not apply to all, 
please consider them if they do apply to you. As ferret lovers, we truly do want to see the end of 
ferret mills. Mills do not breed healthy, robust ferrets. Ferrets from mills like Marshalls are prone 

https://discord.gg/aeGuVs
https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/0/viewer?mid=1n0_tgI2K7uwIK_gvg4ktjlFqm_JWHw9p&ll=18.22939769306301%2C0.6638520500000169&z=2
https://imgur.com/a/rjLIN8q


to numerous health issues such as insulinoma, adrenal disease, and cancers. Here is a web 
page that explores this topic further: HFF Mills vs Breeders 
 
Here are some fantastic shelter listings. Note that some are hesitant to adopt out to first time 
owners, or owners wanting a single ferret. Most WILL NOT adopt out to minors.  

●​ Interactive Ferret Shelter Map 
●​ PDF Shelter List 
●​ Ferret Shelter Directory Website 

 
Additionally, here is a list of breeders. Most, if not all of these, will not adopt out to first-time 
owners or to minors. These breeders have been vetted by numerous owners over the years. I 
would absolutely not veer off of this list. Backyard breeders can be just as bad as mills.  

●​ USA & Canada Breeder List (Includes an interactive map!) 
●​ At this time there is no overseas list. Ferret breeding is MUCH more common in 

European countries.  
 

Bringing Home Baby 
You need to take your new baby to the vet within about 2 weeks of getting him. Pet store babies 
only come with their initial vaccinations. You NEED to follow up with additional doses of rabies 
and distemper (and then need to continue to follow up annually). Additionally, this first visit 
ensures that your baby is in good health. You always want the opinion of an outside vet that is 
unaffiliated with the pet store! If your baby is from a shelter or breeder, you still need to go get a 
wellness check! Ask your shelter/breeder what the ferret has already had done, and develop a 
plan for future vaccinations, wellness visits, and spay/neuter if need be. 
Bringing-Home-Baby 3-2-1 Rules 

●​ Not your first baby in the house? Here’s a resource on quarantine protocol! All new 
ferrets should be quarantined from your previous ferrets for a minimum of 2 weeks 
before you slowly introduce them! 

Bonding 
Litter Training 
Reducing Ferret Stink 
Bite Training Pin from Discord: NOTE: You need to give your ferret 2 weeks of being home 
before beginning formal measures like this. A lot of the time, biting will calm down as they settle 
in and get used to you. From there, it's a matter of treating them gently and using ignoring 
techniques. 

●​ Your ferret is most likely not being a jerk on purpose, and may be biting because:  
○​ 1) They want to play  
○​ 2) They want your attention  
○​ 3) "Put me down/don't touch me please"  
○​ 4) "I am scared/in pain"  
○​ 5) "This is MY toy!"  
○​ 6) Deaf ferrets can be more difficult, so more patience & understanding is needed 

 
●​ Ferret skin is thicker than people's so kits or unsocialized ferrets need to understand to 

be gentle. You need to communicate with them, not punish them, to train properly.  
○​ 1) Build trust. Let them approach you while you're sitting down. Let them sniff you 

and handle them with care.  

https://holisticferretforum.com/about-ferrets/where-to-get-a-ferret/ferret-mills-and-breeders/
https://www.google.com/maps/d/edit?mid=1LshqitqDeyL9RpIP6Nw1c200yV8VpCM3&usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1N7tk9giqiOUg8v98pV5WTR9fvk1TQxVA/view
https://ferretshelters.org/shelters-directory/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/e/2PACX-1vQrFRuOgTJTKKceZgFWUzrv68U4PY7kMJdCB7nQBYkzlu5MuIBMcaT3uY8ZlVgLRUE1vqKHHJ3vCikf/pub
https://imgur.com/a/tNvt2Dx
http://www.ferret.org/pdfs/education/quarantine.pdf
https://imgur.com/a/iZN97Q2
https://imgur.com/a/PktyCJB
https://imgur.com/a/DEZIqVn


○​ 2) Yelp/squeal after a rough bite and walk away and ignore them for a minute or 
two  

○​ 3) Put a drop of salmon oil on your arm so they know you are for licks, not biting  
○​ 4) A "sin bin" (carrier NOT used for vet visits) can be used, but you must catch 

them EVERY time or it is ineffective. Put them in the carrier for 1-2 minutes. Any 
longer is unnecessary and they'll have forgotten why they're in there.  

○​ 5) Redirect the bite by putting a toy in between you and the ferret  
○​ 6) Say NO!! and use a hand sign (especially helpful with deaf ferrets)  
○​ 7) As a LAST RESORT you can scruff if they won't let go, but not as a part of 

regular training (it can make things worse) 
 

●​ Trying to pull away from a bite can make them bite down harder. You can push in a tiny 
bit, just behind the canines, to help them release. This is not the same as putting your 
finger down their throat!! 

●​ DO NOT FLICK A FERRET'S NOSE.  
●​ DO NOT USE BITTER APPLE SPRAY. (Kills appetite, harmful ingredients, risks 

associating food with the awful taste)  
●​ DO NOT BITE THEM BACK.  
●​ DO NOT PUT FINGERS DOWN THEIR THROATS.  
●​ DO NOT USE HOT SAUCE OR CAYENNE PEPPER. 

 
A Quick Guide to Ferret Foods and Treats 

●​ No matter where you have adopted your ferret from, you need to find out what food it 
was eating and buy a bag so that you can transition them or continue the diet. If you are 
transitioning kibbles, you will need to do it in increments. Week 1 you will use 75% 
original food and 25% new food. Week 2 will be 50/50. Week 3 will be 25% original food 
and 75% new food. Week 4 you will use 100% new food. If you will be using a kibble mix 
(as is best practice, suggestions below), you should mix them together 50/50 in their own 
container during this time and use them both as the “new food” in the directions just 
given. You don’t want to transition them once just to deal with adding in another kibble 
and potentially throw them off.  

●​ Please note that food transitions often cause loose, grainy, or miscolored stools. This will 
settle down within a couple months maximum of finishing transition. 

●​ Did you just adopt/rescue a ferret and you have no idea what kibble to use? Most ferrets 
come from Marshalls and begin their lives on Marshall’s standard ferret food--this would 
be the best option in a pinch if you cannot get your ferret to eat anything else.  

●​ Have an unidentified bag of food? Here is a common kibble picture/description chart! If 
what you have is not listed, feel free to message me a picture and description and we 
will do our best to help you match it! 

 
Food Options 

●​ Ferrets are obligate carnivores. A diet made up of raw meat, organs, and bones is the 
best diet for their bodies. Here is a link to HFF, a fantastic resource with a great FREE 
mentoring program to help you with all that you may need on your raw feeding journey.  

○​ Here is the link to HFF’s new mentoring program. 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/e/2PACX-1vT69IWh_wGWJUrg0h5SIjJdkOSJTvDsfDqIU4b7c9mlaSm3wAUPxAkUDh8ZJ1w4X4Hg1hv3dVpVnwkG/pub?fbclid=IwAR36VtwWLqf2Sh_6_sIuHD5hmwDk3DUbBKkYPc3PebU8UYY4jPiIZjjLSDo
https://holisticferretforum.com/natural-diet/raw-diet-the-meat-of-the-site/?fbclid=IwAR2sA3Vy0xvqOJrCwSqxAQ6nUmuJXRKt1qn3HHj6qotcHf_cL7Ug-U9OF_I
https://holisticferretforum.com/holistic-ferret-forum-mentoring-program/


○​ It is EXTREMELY important that a raw diet be properly balanced! Please DO 
NOT attempt to do this on your own EVER.  

●​ Next best is FDR. There is no discernible difference between feeding raw and FDR. FDR 
has the convenience factor of being shelf-stable and fully balanced. I personally like 
Stella & Chewy’s non-fish options, and personally use DuckDuckGoose because it 
consists of 3 proteins. Even if you only use FDR for a meal or two each day, it is a great 
addition for their health! 

○​ FDR Math to figure out how long a bag will last you:  
■​ Each 18oz bag contains 345-350 morsels. Ferrets typically eat 5-7 

morsels per meal 
■​ 345 morsels / 7 morsels per meal = 49 meals 
■​ 345 morsels / 6 morsels per meal = 57 meals 
■​ 345 morsels / 5 morsels per meal = 69 meals 
■​ 2.5 meals a day (some ferts do 2 meals, some do 3) 
■​ 22 days w/ 6 morsels for 1 ferret eating 2-3 meals a day 
■​ Low end: 3 meals a day of 7 morsels = 16 days 
■​ High end: 2 meals a day of 5 morsels = 34 days 

●​ After that is kibble. Appropriate kibble options for ferrets are very slim. You want to avoid 
grains (exacerbates insulinoma issues), peas/lentils/potatoes (causes bladder stones), 
and other plant content (just not biologically appropriate or digestible) as much as 
possible. Below are the options I feel are currently the best options for ferrets based on 
personal experience, extensive research, and discussion with other long-time owners. 
Note that you need to mix at least 2 kibbles to provide an appropriate nutritional profile, 
and to prevent issues in the case of formula changes, product discontinuations, etc.  

○​ Choose 1 of the following. This should make up 50% of your food mix. These two 
should not be used entirely alone because the nutritional profiles are not 
adequate, and should not be used together because they can cause big tummy 
troubles while still not delivering an adequate nutritional profile. 

■​ Wysong Digestive Support 
■​ Dr. Elsey’s Clean Protein 

○​ Next, choose 1-2 of the foods below to make up the other 50% of your mix.  
■​ Orijen Regional Red Cat Food 
■​ Orijen Cat & Kitten Food 
■​ Ziwipeak Air Dried 
■​ SquarePet Turkey & Chicken 
■​ Natures Variety Instinct Ultimate Protein 

 
●​ Transitioning foods can take time. Some ferrets imprint onto their food harder than 

others. The following guidelines work for the majority of ferrets:  
○​ Week 1: 75% original food, 25% new food in the same bowl 
○​ Week 2: 50% original food, 50% new food in the same bowl 
○​ Week 3: 25% original food, 75% new food in the same bowl 
○​ Week 4: 100% new food 
○​ Some ferrets will transition very easily and take to a new food right away. If this is 

the case for your ferret, transitioning faster is just fine. If your ferret still will not 
take to the new food by week 4, go back to week 3 guidelines for as long as it 
takes for them to eat the new food. 

●​ For more research on kibbles: 

https://www.amazon.com/dp/B01GZ3SHBO/ref=twister_B07Q2G63R6?_encoding=UTF8&th=1
https://www.amazon.com/Wysong-Ferret-Epigen-Digestive-Support/dp/B019W9VXZK/ref=sxts_sxwds-bia-wc-nc-drs1_0?crid=1OZUES0LI1R9S&cv_ct_cx=wysong+digestive+support+ferret&dchild=1&keywords=wysong+digestive+support+ferret&pd_rd_i=B019W9VXZK&pd_rd_r=ee31dca1-2997-452c-ba62-ec101ac81895&pd_rd_w=YKad7&pd_rd_wg=jYg7Z&pf_rd_p=43f4b3f0-0b04-46ba-8a08-2e851d035e17&pf_rd_r=P8WMW6DV61DE2YE9360G&psc=1&qid=1594690675&sprefix=wysong+dige%2Caps%2C177&sr=1-1-f3947b35-9c59-4d7a-9603-b751e6eed25b
https://www.amazon.com/Dr-ElseyS-Cleanprotein-Chicken-Formula/dp/B07FCPBMRT/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=dr+elseys+clean+protein&qid=1594690702&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B01N53F031/ref=twister_B07PY52NG5?_encoding=UTF8&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B01I3IUWHQ/ref=twister_B07PY52NG5?_encoding=UTF8&th=1
https://www.amazon.com/Ziwi-Peak-Air-Dried-Lamb-Recipe/dp/B07MJHG6FX/ref=sr_1_6?dchild=1&keywords=ziwipeak&qid=1594690831&sr=8-6&th=1
https://www.mysquarepet.com/feline-turkey-chicken/
https://www.amazon.com/Instinct-Ultimate-Protein-Natural-Natures/dp/B06XNQKXJ1/ref=sr_1_17?crid=2SIXRNJI8DDSV&dchild=1&keywords=natures+variety+instinct+ultimate+protein+cat+food&qid=1594690901&sprefix=natures+variety+instinct+ultimat%2Caps%2C179&sr=8-17


○​ Pea-Free Food Chart: Note that many foods on this chart contain LARGE 
amounts of grains and/or potatoes. This is NOT ideal. Weigh the cons of having 
these ingredients vs a miniscule amount of peas low on the ingredient 
list--remember that large amounts of grains exacerbate issues such as 
insulinoma drastically. Some wish to avoid peas altogether, but it should be noted 
that the risk of bladder stones with VERY SMALL amounts of peas is greatly 
diminished. 

○​ Freeze Dried Raw Food Chart 
○​ Canadian Food Chart 
○​ Reddit Kibble Comparison Charts: I prefer the main USA/Canada chart on this 

page. It provides far more appropriate options than when a solely pea-free 
approach is taken, as well as has a clear-cut ranking system that I feel is far 
more friendly to new owners looking for the best food options.  

 
Treats/Oils:  

●​ Salmon Oil: You don’t have to use this specific brand. Just be sure the ingredients are 
either only salmon oil, or salmon oil + mixed tocopherols. They can have up to 1/8tsp 
daily. Salmon oil is the only oil I feel is safe for ferrets. Here is a rationale for each type of 
oil: https://imgur.com/a/nVFmpUs 

●​ Stella & Chewy's FDR: A small bag of this will last well for treats for a good while, and is 
the healthiest option for your pet aside from raw meat. Your ferret can have as many of 
these as you feel like giving them.  

●​ Greenies Cat Treats: These are great for helping teeth-brushing. Your ferret can have up 
to 2 per week to help clean their teeth. 

●​ Vaseline is a good thing to have on hand. Make sure that it is PLAIN vaseline. This is 
helpful for things like constipation or hairballs.  

●​ Duck Soup: This is great for when ferrets are sick. It’s a very appealing soupie. Try and 
give it to them once a month or so so that it’s not brand new the first time you try to use it 
with them.  

 

A Guide to Caging & Cage Accessories 
It is my personal opinion that ferrets should always have some sort of cage (not just a carrier) 
available in case of emergency. You don’t want to be caught without a secure place to put your 
pet in the event that you need to be gone for an extended period of time, need to reno your 
house, or whatever life might throw at you.  
 
The AFA recommends that ferrets receive a MINIMUM of 4 hours of time out of their cage daily. 
A more appropriate recommendation would be 6 hours, especially for ferrets under 1 year of 
age. One great way to accomplish this is to zip tie a play pen to your cage to allow full access to 
both cage and pen 24/7. This provides your ferrets with a safe playspace, and allows them to 
choose when they want to play.  

●​ Here are some examples 
○​ My personal setup: https://imgur.com/a/ZeYzIjK 

 
You want to ensure that your cage is roomy. Ferrets are not pocket pets, and VERY few cages 
are appropriate for their needs. The Ferret Nation cage is actually the only one that I will list 
here, as it is the only one that does not require any sort of modifications. Here is an infographic 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/e/2PACX-1vTvMXyhwVBu5TLnYSvGhqJqr_vE_-x_1BADF7dPwatwlB9l--m02ZN23FqvPNqp3v-n5cJyOuSssVfn/pub
https://docs.google.com/document/d/e/2PACX-1vSVsLp-kFafRKeptwX0ffrHFahima4ThPfJf1rP3aH7DihQagJnpv_iCIai9qg9lrZg9qc7HfC9tEy5/pub
https://docs.google.com/document/d/e/2PACX-1vTnDviODZV0VpeIAVZtjcWSmCKTwemEvqXgyXrbY4BW1cnsEpghXciDmLnH9rB-IWLl8kzWdcCGdpL2/pub
https://ferretedu.weebly.com/ferret-food-charts.html
https://www.amazon.com/Pure-Wild-Alaskan-Salmon-Dogs/dp/B071RVWGYJ/ref=sr_1_6?dchild=1&keywords=zesty+paws+salmon+oil&qid=1593542910&sr=8-6
https://imgur.com/a/nVFmpUs
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B01H3XQM1C/ref=twister_B07Q2G63R6?_encoding=UTF8&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/FELINE-GREENIES-Dental-Roasted-Chicken/dp/B0828W6NXJ/ref=sr_1_6?crid=1HT6XE43JALH1&dchild=1&keywords=greenies+cat+treats&qid=1594690043&sprefix=greenies+cat+%2Caps%2C176&sr=8-6
https://www.amazon.com/Marshall-Uncle-Original-Ferrets-1-69Lb/dp/B007RIITE2/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=duk+soup&qid=1594693012&sr=8-1
https://imgur.com/a/ZeYzIjK


of what can happen when ferrets are housed on wire flooring: https://imgur.com/a/Ic7niDM. This 
just about the #1 caging NO NO! If there is one huge thing I would recommend, it would be to 
spend your money on a proper cage and playpen setup. The time and money you will have to 
spend to DIY modify EVERYTHING with a cheap setup can be astronomical. 
 
Cages/Play Pens/Gates/Carriers: 

●​ Midwest Ferret Nation. (Link for EU users)This is truly the only cage I would personally 
recommend. If the 2 level is too expensive, start with the single and add on later. It is a 
very large cage--a single level is comfortable for 2-3 ferrets. This cage is a dream to 
clean and the safest, roomiest option. Note: The doors are removable, and this cage can 
be set up WITHOUT the base on it. When set up without the base, you can zip tie the 
marshall’s playpen below to the sides to create a safe playspace. Remove doors to 
lessen climbing ability further.  

●​ For those in EU, the Savic XL is also a very comparable option.  
○​ Link 1 
○​ Here’s a link to the standard size, also appropriate.  

●​ Marshall’s small animal playpen. Link 1 OR  Link 2 This is the only safe playpen 
recommended for ferrets. There are others similar (such as the MidWest playpen option 
in the cage link above) that are fine, too. Just be aware of height and distance between 
horizontal support bars when ordering--be careful not to order a pen made for 
rats/hamsters. Products such as the Tespo panels are NOT recommended, as these can 
crack/be chewed/etc.  

●​ Midwest Homes for Pets Carrier. I have this carrier for travel. It’s large enough for up to 3 
ferrets EASILY. Note that you will need some kind of blankets to go inside to make this 
comfortable. For longer travel, I’d recommend a dog kennel (bar spacing no further than 
1”) with maybe a hammock hung inside.  

 
Cage Accessories: 
Cages should never be filled with toys. Your cage should serve as a safe, cozy spot for your 
ferret to sleep or live safely while you are away. While a ferret nation doesn’t necessarily NEED 
any of these things, they’re nice to have as they provide extra comfort or cut down on noise.  

●​ Star-print fluffy hammock 
●​ Double hammock 
●​ Sleeper Sack 
●​ FN Brand Liners/Accessories 
●​ $2.50 fleece blankets found in the Wal Mart bedding aisle, or fleece, flannel, or cotton 

blankets, tee shirts, hoodies, etc. found in your home or at a thrift store. Doesn’t have to 
be fancy.  

○​ If you are sewing-savvy, a $2.50 Wal Mart blanket can be used to make a single 
set of ferret nation cage liners (large pan and small pan). You can sew a flap 
instead of having to use velcro or buttons to secure the liner. 

 
Litter Boxes & Litter Options: 
It is important to note that ferrets should not be living on bedding like hamsters. This can lead to 
respiratory infections and blockages. Ferrets should also NEVER be kept on clay/silica/etc. type 
clumping cat litters.These can cause deadly blockages, respiratory issues, and skin irritation.  

●​ Some acceptable litters for the litter box: Back2Nature, Yesterdays News Cat Litter, 
Marshalls Pelleted Paper, Feline Pine, Tractor Supply pelletized horse bedding. 

https://imgur.com/a/Ic7niDM
https://www.amazon.com/MidWest-182-leak-Proof-Shelves-Measures/dp/B0054U8UGW/ref=sr_1_3?
https://midwesthomes4pets.co.uk/product-category/3-small-animal-cages/ferret-nation/
https://www.zooplus.co.uk/shop/small_pets/hutches_cages/rat_cage/469805
https://www.zooplus.co.uk/shop/small_pets/hutches_cages/rat_cage/132223
https://www.tractorsupply.com/tsc/product/marshall-small-pet-deluxe-play-pen-fc-305?cm_vc=-10011
https://www.amazon.com/Marshall-Pet-Products-Deluxe-Small/dp/B0013TT2SS/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=marshall+playpen&qid=1589582094&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B00W9O5VZ4/ref=ppx_yo_dt_b_asin_title_o02_s01?ie=UTF8&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/Niteangel-Hanging-Napping-Hammock-Chinchilla/dp/B07N674W2Y/ref=sxts_sxwds-bia-wc-p13n4_0?
https://www.amazon.com/Niteangel-Hammock-Snuggle-Ferret-Squirrels/dp/B07T8FQV96/ref=sxin_7_ac_d_rm?
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B082SPDSFH/?coliid=I2S71AJU79GEO4&colid=3NRPI83UOHXE&psc=1&ref_=lv_ov_lig_dp_it
https://www.amazon.com/Ferret-Nation-Accessory-Kit-2/dp/B007ZOC1BU/ref=sr_1_42?


●​ I often see puppy pads suggested to anyone and everyone with a litter training issue. 
Please be aware that some ferrets do dig at and chew these up. Monitor your ferret 
VERY closely to ensure yours is not one of them OR opt for reusable puppy pads, 
available on Amazon. 

●​ Marshall High Back Lock On Litter Pan. This litter box is absolutely perfect, and has a 
good price point. 

●​ PuppyGoHere pan. This is another highly suggested litter pan.  
 
Bowls: 

●​ Stainless steel 10 oz crocks. These are great for food and water. 
●​ Ceramic bowls. These are best for food. Hard to toss around, and can’t be chewed on. 
●​ Translucent quick lock crocks. I prefer these for water so that I can easily see how much 

is in the bowl, and whether the bowl needs to be cleaned, without needing to be near the 
cage. 

 
A Guide to Toys 

Toys/Tunnels/Etc. 
●​ Cat tunnel bed. This is an awesome toy/bed. Mine freakin love the tunnel, especially 

because it's a little crinkly on the inside.  
●​ Cat crinkle tunnel. This is another great tunnel. SUPER crinkly. I’m finding it doesn’t stay 

expanded very well, but they still love tunneling through it when it’s collapsed. 
●​ Marshall super thru-way tunnel. Be advised that you need to pay attention to the ends of 

this toy. Some users have had the wire poke through. Also, you can use binder clips to 
attach to cages/pens to keep the tunnel expanded. 

●​ Barkaboo Octopus. This is our all-time favorite toy. All the legs crinkle and the head has 
a soft squeak, but is fluffy enough they can't get to the squeaker.  

●​ Kong Squeak-Air Tennis Balls, XS. Warning that tennis ball play MUST be supervised. 
They do de-fluff the balls pretty badly, and the main construction of the ball is rubber. 
However, mine go CRAZY for these. 

●​ Kong XS Dog Toys These are a favorite for mine to stash. These can be found very 
cheap at Petco, HEB, Tractor Supply, etc. Note that the squeakers are removable. 
Bonus! 

●​ Marshall ferret sports balls. Many users LOVE these.  
●​ Zippypaws Toys. This one is just an example. There are MANY available on Amazon 

and Chewy, as well as at HomeGoods.  
 
Other toy ideas: 

●​ Golf ball tied in an old sock 
●​ Plastic easter eggs filled with beans, with a crochet cover 
●​ Large plastic bin filled with dry non-instant rice, ball pit balls, biodegradable packing 

peanuts, etc. 
 
Toys to avoid at all costs: 

●​ Rubber chew toys made for dogs (these are easily torn up by ferrets and can cause 
deadly blockages) 

https://www.petco.com/shop/en/petcostore/product/marshall-pet-products-small-animal-high-back-lock-on-litter-pan-2125632
https://www.amazon.com/PuppyGoHere-Litter-Recycled-Gray-Color/dp/B00G7RMCHO/ref=sr_1_1?
https://www.amazon.com/Lixit-Stainless-Steel-Crock-Jumbo/dp/B01N4NWB91/ref=sr_1_8?
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B0002AS9LU/ref=ppx_yo_dt_b_asin_title_o01_s03?ie=UTF8&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/Lixit-Quick-Translucent-Animals-Purple/dp/B07QNTHKCW/ref=sr_1_1?
https://www.amazon.com/Washable-Cushion-Diameter-Crinkle-Collapsible/dp/B07D9BTRJ9/ref=sr_1_3?
https://www.petco.com/shop/en/petcostore/product/leaps-and-bounds-peek-a-boo-pipe-cat-tunnel-51-l-x-95-w-2304446
https://www.petco.com/shop/en/petcostore/product/leaps-and-bounds-peek-a-boo-pipe-cat-tunnel-51-l-x-95-w-2304446
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B0002DJL0K/ref=ppx_yo_dt_b_asin_title_o01_s04?ie=UTF8&psc=1
https://www.petco.com/shop/en/petcostore/product/bark-a-boo-unicorns-plush-octopus-dog-toy
https://www.petco.com/shop/en/petcostore/product/air-kong-extra-small-squeaker-tennis-balls-1001159
https://www.petco.com/shop/en/petcostore/product/air-kong-extra-small-squeaker-tennis-balls-1001159
https://www.amazon.com/Kong-Low-Stuffing-Squeaker-Size/dp/B006FYQYW8/ref=sr_1_9?
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B000ENGOP8/ref=cm_sw_r_cp_api_i_c8tyDbBXQWQ6M
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B07N8GCB7V/ref=cm_sw_r_cp_api_i_pjuyDbWY6CFSW


●​ Marshalls plush toys (specifically alligator, turtle, and octopus)--these are made with 
VERY cheap materials that are easily torn up by ferrets and have attributed to multiple 
suffocation or strangulation deaths. These can also cause blockages. 

 
 

A Guide to Ferret Proofing 
I do not personally allow free-roam to my ferrets, but many owners like to offer their ferrets a full 
room, or ferret-proof even their entire home to let their babies roam. There are many things to 
consider when proofing an area for your ferret. This is not an exhaustive list, it’s only the 
beginning of what it takes to proof an area or home. 

●​ An official guide to ferret proofing: http://www.ferret.org/pdfs/education/proof.pdf 
●​ Removal of anything and everything made of rubber, foam, cork, sponge, latex, and 

soft/thin plastics like bags and wrappers. Some items to consider include shoes, rubber 
feet on furniture, pacifiers, rubber door stops, etc. These items are very enticing to 
ferrets and will cause a life-threatening blockage. 

●​ Securing or removal of all cords. Severe burns or even total electrocution can happen 
from a single good bite into a cord. When possible, run your cords up the wall and 
secure them under hard plastic cord covers. Remember that most cords, even at the 
base, are coated in a chewy plastic. Consider using outlet covers to cover the base and 
beginning of the cords.  

●​ Fully blocking off kitchen, dining, garage, laundry, and sometimes living spaces is highly 
recommended. These areas of the home are typically filled with too many cables, large 
appliances, and outside exits to properly and safely manage. If you cannot block off 
these areas, pay close attention to blocking off the space around and under appliances 
like the fridge, dishwasher, washer and dryer, oven, etc. Remember that these large 
appliances often have wiring on the bottom and sides which ferrets will go after. It is 
imperative that they not be able to access them.  

●​ Secure anything with an outside exit, including things like dryer vents and window AC 
units.  

●​ Ensure that your ferrets cannot access couches, mattresses, etc. in a way that they can 
tear them up and get inside of them. They WILL want to burrow/tunnel in these. 

●​ Ensure that your ferret cannot access a height greater than approx. 2 feet. Heights 
greater than this pose a massive fall risk that can result in breaks or fatal organ damage 
and internal bleeding. Free and unsupervised access to things like high beds, cat 
towers, desks, etc. are a no-no. 

●​ Ensure that all hazardous materials and sharps are thoroughly locked away, including 
soaps/shampoos, cleaning supplies, pesticides, human foods and drinks, shaving 
razors, knives, etc. 

Ferret Proofing Products: 
●​ Outlet Covers 
●​ Cord Covers 
●​ Cord Winder for Blinds 
●​ Baby gate example: https://imgur.com/a/LiTN3u8 

 

 
Veterinary Care and First Aid 

http://www.ferret.org/pdfs/education/proof.pdf
https://www.amazon.com/Safety-1st-Outlet-Cover-Shortener/dp/B000HKVG9C/ref=sr_1_2?
https://www.amazon.com/Raceway-Management-Channel-Paintable-Concealer/dp/B07GPFDL1K/ref=sr_1_3?
https://www.amazon.com/Safety-1st-Blind-Cord-Wind/dp/B0000482F9/ref=sr_1_13?dchild=1&keywords=blind+cord+shortener&qid=1593542363&sr=8-13
https://imgur.com/a/LiTN3u8


Ferret Vet Map 
●​ Here is a great resource for questions to ask your vet to help ensure that they are a good 

fit for your ferrets.  
●​ Please keep in mind that vets are NOT nutritionists. It’s rare to find a vet that is truly 

knowledgeable about ferrets at all, much less one that is up to date with feeding options. 
Please see the food guide portion of this guide or visit reddit or discord to discuss with 
knowledgeable individuals. 

Pet Poison Helpline (855)764-7661 - This site contains a list of poisonous substances. 
 
Basic Ferret Care: 

●​ When you first bring your new ferret home: See a vet within 2 weeks to ensure your 
ferret is in good health and to get a round of rabies and distemper shots. Marshalls 
babies only come with their initial vaccinations, you NEED to follow up! 

●​ Daily: Gently pet your ferret and feel along their body for any new lumps and bumps. 
This will help you get a feel for what is normal and give you a great advantage in 
allowing you to get to the vet early when you notice something wrong. 

●​ Weekly: Brush teeth (for FDR or kibble fed ferrets) and clean ears. Both can be done 
using water and a q tip. No fancy tools are needed. 

●​ Every 2 weeks: Trim nails. I like to use baby nail clippers for this.  
●​ Yearly: Visit the vet for an annual wellness visit and receive annual rabies and distemper 

vaccinations. 
●​ Never:  

○​ Put a collar on your ferret. These are DEADLY. Beyond that, collars with bells can 
also cause permanent damage to hearing. 

■​ If you need a harness for outings, use a figure 8 harness. These are the 
only safe harnesses, as they are the only ones that will fully adjust down 
to truly fit your ferret securely. The materials to make one can be found at 
any craft store. Here is a DIY video. They can also be found on Etsy. 

○​ Bathe your ferrets unless they have gotten into a harmful substance or are 
excessively dirty. This dries out ferret skin and leads to unhealthy oil 
overproduction. 

■​ An exception is oatmeal baths. There is no limit to these, as they help to 
soothe skin and do not exacerbate oil-production issues. Here is a guide. 

■​ If your ferret does get into a harmful substance, using a puppy shampoo 
with lanolin is your best option. Here’s an example. 

 
Ferret Poop Chart: Always watch for 2-3+ consecutive yucky poops before becoming alarmed. 
One-off gooey, nasty poops are relatively normal and can happen when ferrets simply get over 
excited. Also remember that weird-looking poops are normal for up to a couple of months when 
switching a ferret onto a new food. 
 
List of Harmful Ingredients: Some ingredients on this list are a bit alarmist, but I am going to put 
it here anyway because it’s a great guide. Long story short, the best way to keep your ferret safe 
from toxic ingredients is to NEVER share any of your food or give your ferret alcohol or drugs of 
ANY kind.  
 
Resources for Chronic Illness & Serious Health Issues: 

●​ Adrenal disease 

https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/0/viewer?mid=1n0_tgI2K7uwIK_gvg4ktjlFqm_JWHw9p&ll=18.22939769306301%2C0.6638520500000169&z=2
https://docs.google.com/document/d/19__iuhi3FsODY1L7tPLOaaSrgZ-hwOLbuQZCZ53qc2k/edit
https://www.petpoisonhelpline.com/poisons/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i7u-3Tsafl4
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1y57zX92-nH_bQV8BiZgSO9KvctOAZZuE/view
https://biogroom.com/dog-products/shampoos/protein-lanolin/?fbclid=IwAR2u05X3KQC3Hxjcl9hPz595onroLtGnyPfhBHnGGxdkhhS206MQ44M-_5k
https://docs.google.com/document/d/16e-Ir6cjH9Kstg96axaEdoER9nWc9W5riVmD39m-zhk/edit
https://holisticferret60.proboards.com/thread/19461/ingredients-good-bad-toxic
https://holisticferretforum.com/health/adrenal-disease/


●​ Insulinoma 
●​ Insulinoma crash kit 
●​ Blockages (warning - surgery pics) 
●​ Blockage protocol 
●​ Signs of pain 
●​ Heart disease 
●​ Lymphoma 
●​ Rabies, Distemper, Vaccinations 
●​ Bladder stones 
●​ GI issues (ECE, Helicobacter, IBD, etc)  

 
 

I don’t really trust you… where can I learn more? 
Welcome to the end of the guide! I’m glad you’re questioning me and want to continue learning 
more! I am by no means the end-all be-all of ferret guidance. Here are some great resources for 
more guidance: 

●​ reddit.com/r/ferrets (and the discord @ https://discord.gg/aeGuVs) 
●​ Ais’ Intro 101 Ferret Guide 
●​ ILMH’s Ferret 101 Guide 
●​ Holistic Ferret Forum 
●​ Ferret Survival Guide Facebook group 

https://holisticferretforum.com/health/insulinoma-2/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1DIVFvSvFz7iAOZ4_xjRoiPlf3JK2O7U4MGXyyMgEnSw/edit
https://holisticferretforum.com/health/blockages/
https://holisticferretforum.com/health/blockages/blockage-protocol/
https://holisticferretforum.com/health/emergencies/signs-symptoms-of-pain-in-ferrets/
https://holisticferretforum.com/health/heart-disease/heart-disease-overview/
https://todaysveterinarypractice.com/lymphoma-in-ferrets-a-diagnostic-challenge
https://www.2ndchance.info/fervacs.htm
https://www.petmd.com/ferret/conditions/urinary/c_ft_urolithiasis
https://veterinarypartner.vin.com/default.aspx?pid=19239&id=5297990
https://discord.gg/aeGuVs
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1fFrOySSzbGpcPBFuUZ78gAtgcayQ2RkfDAjoK2CyjBg/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/12M2dEmFra6_Pb_SzCGQA9NYB7neLSrX2wfLMxyQvqW0/edit
https://holisticferretforum.com/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/391123324915010/

