
Required Written Material for All Entries 
NHD Contest Rule Book (Pages 16-18) 

 

 
Rule 13 | Written Material 
 
Your entry must include the following written material in the order presented 
below: 

1.​ A title page as described in Rule 14; 
2.​ A process paper as described in Rule 15 (process papers are not required for 

paper entries); 
3.​ An annotated bibliography as described in Rule 16. 

These materials must be typed or neatly printed on plain white paper, and stapled 
together in the top left corner. Do not enclose them in a cover or binder. 
 
Exhibit, performance, and documentary categories – you must provide three copies 
of these materials, bringing along an extra set for your own reference. 
 
Website category – you must include these required materials within the site. 
 
Paper category – you must include the title page and annotated bibliography with 
your paper. 
 

 
Rule 14 | Title Page 
 
A title page is required as the first page of written material in every category. Your 
title page must include only the title of your entry, your name(s), the contest 
division and category in which you are entered, and applicable word counts. Please 
see the image below for examples of required elements for the paper, exhibit, 
performance, and documentary categories. Details of requirements for a website’s 
home page can be found in Rule E3. 
 

 
 



Rule 15 | Process Paper 
 
All categories, except historical paper, must include a process paper with the entry. It 
must describe in 500 or fewer words how you conducted your research and created 
your entry. The process paper must include four sections that explain: 

1.​ How you chose your topic; 
2.​ How you conducted your research; 
3.​ How you selected your presentation category and created your project; 
4.​ How your project relates to the NHD theme. 

 

 
Rule 16 | Annotated Bibliography 
 
An annotated bibliography is required for all categories. List only those sources that 
contributed to the development of your entry, i.e., sources that provided usable 
information on new perspectives in preparing your entry. Sources of visual and 
audio materials and oral interviews must be included. Bundle photos or other 
materials from the same collection in a single citation. The annotations for each 
source must explain how you used the source and how it helped you understand 
your topic. Your annotated bibliography is not included in the word count. 
 
For example: 
 
Bates, Daisy, The Long Shadow of Little Rock. New York: David McKay Co. Inc., 1962. 
 
Daisy Bates was the president of the Arkansas NAACP and the one who met and 
listened to the students each day. The firsthand account was very important to my 
paper because it made me more aware of the feelings of the people involved. 
 

 
Rule 17 | Separation of Primary and Secondary Sources 
 
You are required to separate your bibliography into two sections: one for primary 
sources and one for secondary sources. 
 
Rule 18… 
 

 
Rule 19 | Plagiarism 
 
You must acknowledge in your annotated bibliography all sources used in your 
entry. Failure to credit sources is plagiarism and will result in disqualification. 


