
Set Design Basics Rubric 
This rubric is designed to assess students' set designs for the ballet "The Nutcracker" based on 
creativity, understanding of set design elements, presentation, and collaboration. 

Criteria Excellent (4) Good (3) Satisfactory 
(2) 

Needs 
Improvement 

(1) 

Understanding 
of Set Design 
Elements 

Clear and 
comprehensive 
understanding of 
set design 
elements; 
effectively 
enhances the 
story. 

Good 
understanding 
of set design 
elements; 
enhances the 
story. 

Some 
understanding 
of set design 
elements; 
minimally 
enhances the 
story. 

Limited 
understanding of 
set design 
elements; does 
not enhance the 
story. 

Presentation 
Skills 

Engaging and 
clear 
presentation; 
effectively 
communicates 
design choices. 

Clear 
presentation; 
communicate
s design 
choices well. 

Presentation is 
somewhat 
clear; 
communicates 
some design 
choices. 

Unclear 
presentation; 
does not 
effectively 
communicate 
design choices. 

Collaboration Demonstrates 
excellent 
teamwork; both 
partners 
contribute 
equally and 
support each 
other. 

Good 
teamwork; 
both partners 
contribute, but 
one may 
dominate 
slightly. 

Some 
teamwork; one 
partner 
contributes 
more than the 
other. 

Poor teamwork; 
minimal 
collaboration 
between 
partners. 

Overall Effort Exceptional 
effort in the 
creation and 
presentation of 
the design. 

Good effort; 
meets 
expectations 
in creation 
and 
presentation. 

Adequate 
effort; meets 
some 
expectations. 

Limited effort; 
does not meet 
expectations. 
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