The Revelation of Jesus Christ
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1 And he showed me a pure river of water of
life, clear as crystal, proceeding from the
throne of God and of the Lamb. 2 In the
middle of its street, and on either side of the
river, was the tree of life, which bore twelve
fruits, each tree yielding its fruit every month.
The leaves of the tree were for the healing of
the nations. 3 And there shall be no more
curse, but the throne of God and of the Lamb
shall be in it, and His servants shall serve
Him. 4 They shall see His face, and His name
shall be on their foreheads. 5 There shall be
no night there: They need no lamp nor light of
the sun, for the Lord God gives them light.

And they shall reign forever and ever.

The River of Life:
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A crystal-clear river, called the water
of life, flows from the throne of God
and of the Lamb, nourishing the city.
This river flows down the middle of a

broad street.

The Tree of Life:

Located on both sides of the river, it
appears to be sustained by the water
of life. This is the same singular tree
that was in the Garden of Eden, from
which Adam and Woman were barred
after the Fall to prevent them from
living forever in their fallen state.

It produces twelve kinds of fruit,
yielding a different fruit each month.
This monthly cycle will serve as the
timekeeping mechanism for the New
Heavens and Earth.

Its leaves have a healing power for
the nations, and eating from the tree
makes physical immortality possible.
The tree is a mechanism to remind us
that all life flows from God, ensuring
we never take our immortality for
granted.

| see the tree of life as a type and
shadow of the cross of Jesus. He

died upon a “tree.” He was resurrected
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so that we could come to that “tree”
(the cross) and obtain eternal life. We
eat the communion supper
(represented by the food on the tree)
to symbolize we have that eternal

life/relationship.
The Absence of the Curse:

e The curse God pronounced on the
earth in Genesis 3 is now gone,
resulting in a world that is idyllic and
without flaw. There will be no weeds,
no hard work, biting or stinging
insects, and especially no sin or
death.

e Our work will be in service to Christ,
worthwhile and enjoyable, and we will
work in His very presence, seeing His
face.

e There will be no night, and no need for
the light of lamps or the sun, because
the Lord God will illuminate
everything. Light will exist in all
places, and it is assumed that we will

not sleep.




Heavens and the Earth created (Gen 1:1)
Night begins (Gen 1:5)

Seas created (Gen 1:10)

Sun & moon created (Gen 1:14)

Curse on the earth (Gen 3:14-17)

Death enters (Gen 3:19)

Sorrow and pain begin (Gen 3:17)

Man driven from the tree (Gen 3:24)
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New Heavens and Earth created (Rev 21:1)
No night (Rev 21:25)

No seas (Rev 21:1)

No sun and moon (Rev 21:23)

No curse (Rev 22:3)

No death (Rev 21:4)

No more crying, pain, sorrow (Rev 21:4)
Man restored to the tree (Rev 22:14)
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6 Then he said to me, “These words are
faithful and true.” And the Lord God of the holy
prophets sent His angel to show His servants

the things which must shortly take place.

7 “Behold, | am coming quickly! Blessed is he
who keeps the words of the prophecy of this
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book.”

8 Now I, John, saw and heard these things.
And when | heard and saw, | fell down to
worship before the feet of the angel who

showed me these things.

9 Then he said to me, “See that you do not do
that. For | am your fellow servant, and of your
brethren the prophets, and of those who keep
the words of this book. Worship God.” 10 And
he said to me, “Do not seal the words of the

prophecy of this book, for the time is at hand.
11 He who is unjust, let him be unjust still; he
who is filthy, let him be filthy still; he who is

righteous, let him be righteous still; he who is

holy, let him be holy still.”

12 "And behold, | am coming quickly, and My
reward is with Me, to give to every one
according to his work. 13 | am the Alpha and
the Omega, the Beginning and the End, the
First and the Last.”

e Several times throughout this letter,
John is told that these words are
trustworthy and true.

e He was caught up in the Spirit when
he wrote this letter.

e The same Spirit who gave the

prophets their words is the Spirit who
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gave John these words

Isaiah wrote things long ago about
Jesus that came true

Daniel wrote about world events that
transpired exactly as Daniel said

It was not a hallucination or someone
slipping mushrooms in his lunch.

The facts are undeniable.

Events mentioned in this letter that
have already taken place match the
descriptions John wrote.

Many of these points are elaborated
upon in the books of Ezekiel, Daniel,
Isaiah, and a few others, the writers of
whom John never met, yet their
descriptions match perfectly.

The example given in Ch 21 with the
anisotropic stones prove this couldn’t
be random thoughts and writing.

So given the accuracy up to this point
in time, we can confidently conclude
the future points will be correct as
well

John is told (v 10) not to seal up this
prophecy.

Recall that Daniel was told by this
same angel to seal his vision because
it wouldn't be revealed until John's

day, which we studied in Chapter 11.

F) . (LITELH) UZ’Z,EJEJ'LZF:EEF'
JENFAE R, MOBMEKRALTXLESH
HIEE, (BfafpiER AT R Y&
(BRE) F21EH4H tHE’J%-I'"JE"EE
AEBIFIUER, XA aTRE 2R RIS
B,
F ik, £ FEN BTN ERERE, A
AILLEEMSFHER, REMME thF
EIETAR,
NFWEE (FE10T ) FEFEXM
E8—TF, BB E — AR EEE
HEMMER BEAEEISBTK
FEEER XEMNEFENEFRELH
BT,
BLEFEMME ML ER, UETHE
BEBEHAFEEHTERAML,
NABAESFEXREMZIFE X2—1
1REE, TEREM LTI ARSI
MNNAMMLEZ L,
EE—T, MEAEERZAEEREF
ARSI IR A TSR,
ERERAMEFEFNIEERRH T REHIME
Bo
A RIRT B R K, BAMLEFFEM
PN
LALLM E M5 2 IEERE, [
HEBEERE SNE", Wl XKHE,




e The prophecy Daniel was given was
so far in advance that it couldn’t be
useful in those early days.

e Johnis rebuked by the angel for
worshipping him, a reminder not to
elevate any servant of God above their
appropriate station.

e Recall that Satan desired worship
prior to his fall and that did not work
out so well for him.

e Jesus issues a final call to both
believers and unbelievers.

e He is coming quickly with a reward for
those who have served Him.

e Unbelievers who refuse the call to be
washed by His blood will be left
"outside" the holy city, in a Lake of

Fire.

14 Blessed are those who do His
commandments, that they may have the right
to the tree of life, and may enter through the
gates into the city. 15 But outside are dogs
and sorcerers and sexually immoral and
murderers and idolaters, and whoever loves

and practices a lie.
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16 “I, Jesus, have sent My angel to testify to
you these things in the churches. | am the
Root and the Offspring of David, the Bright

and Morning Star.”

17 And the Spirit and the bride say, “Come!”
And let him who hears say, “Come!” And let
him who thirsts come. Whoever desires, let

him take the water of life freely.

18 For | testify to everyone who hears the
words of the prophecy of this book: If anyone
adds to these things, God will add to him the
plagues that are written in this book; 19 and if
anyone takes away from the words of the
book of this prophecy, God shall take away his
part from the Book of Life, from the holy city,
and from the things which are written in this
book.

20 He who testifies to these things says,

“Surely I am coming quickly.”
Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus!

21 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with

you all. Amen.

e The book concludes with a stern
warning against adding to or taking
away from the words of this prophecy,

a sign of unbelief that will result in the
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plagues and exclusion from the city of
God.
e Thatis atrick Satan used and

continues to do so

Benediction

e Jesus affirms His identity as the "root
and the descendant of David, the
bright morning star."

e The Spirit and the bride say, "Come,’
calling to all who are thirsty to take
the water of life without cost.

e Jesus closes with a reminder He is
coming quickly! John replies, “Amen!

I"

Come, Lord Jesus!” to which [ reply,

Amen!
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Questions and Answers

Q: Is it possible for a person to be saved in

the Tribulation and will they be raptured?

A: While people can be saved during the first
half of the Tribulation prior to the issuance
of the mark of the beast, they will not be
raptured, as the rapture is a pre-tribulation

event for the church. They will likely face
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extreme persecution and be martyred. These
are the “souls under the altar.” (Rev 6:9-11)
The only ones to be saved after the mark of
the beast (issued starting mid-tribulation)
would be the remnant who do not take the
mark and God supernaturally protects and

escorts to safety

Q: Why do some people believe that the
rapture will happen in the middle of the

Tribulation?

A: Some believe in a mid-tribulation rapture
because they think the church needs to be
purified, but the church is already purified by
Jesus' blood. If this were not true, then there
is no hope for anyone who has already died
if the blood does not purify them. “...the
blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all
sin” (1Jn 1:17)

Q: Will all of the world's population die during

the Tribulation?

A: The book notes 2/3 of the world's
population will die during the Tribulation due
to the trumpet and bowl judgments, but not

everyone will.

Q: Will it be possible for those who receive

the “mark of the Beast” to end up being
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saved during the Tribulation?

A: It appears not. The "mark of the Beast" is
a conscious choice to align with the
Antichrist, which eliminates the possibility of

salvation for those who take it.

Q: Does the rapture of the church take place
before, in the middle of, or at the end of the

Tribulation?

A: | believe the rapture will occur before the
Tribulation. This is based on the idea that the
church is not appointed to God's wrath and
is not mentioned in the book during the
Tribulation judgments (See Ch 4 for more

details).
Q: What is the Great Tribulation?

A: We currently experience tribulation.
Tribulation that occurs in the 7-year
tribulation period is unique and sorrowful.
The Great Tribulation is the last three and a
half years of the seven-year Tribulation
period, a time of unprecedented suffering on

earth.

Q: What is the significance of the 144,000 in

Revelation?

A: The 144,000 are 12,000 Jewish men from
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each of the 12 tribes of Israel, who are
sealed by God to be evangelists during the
Tribulation and are protected from its

judgments.

Q: Why does the Book of Revelation use so

much symbolic language?

A: Revelation is a type of apocalyptic
prophecy that uses symbolic language and
vivid imagery to convey truths. The
meanings of these symbols are often
explained within the book or in other biblical
texts, primarily Daniel and Ezekiel. It requires
spiritual discernment to reveal it, and “It is
God's privilege to conceal things and the

king's privilege to discover them.” (Prov 25:2)

Q: What is the significance of the seven
seals, seven trumpets, and seven bowls in

Revelation?

A: They represent a series of escalating
divine judgments. The seals are first, setting
the subsequent judgments in motion,
followed by the trumpets and bowls which

are poured out with increasing intensity.

Q: What is the significance of the Two

Witnesses in Revelation?

A: The two witnesses are prophets given
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divine power to prophesy for 1,260 days
during the Tribulation. They are killed by the
Antichrist but are later resurrected and

ascend to heaven.

Q: What is the “mark of the Beast” and what

is its significance?

A: The "mark of the Beast" is a physical
brand (possibly a barcode, microchip, etc) on
the hand or forehead that is required to buy
and sell. It is a sign of allegiance to the
Antichrist and is a permanent choice against
God.

Q: What is the identity of the Antichrist?

A: The Antichrist is a future political and/or
military leader who will rise to power during
the Tribulation. He is also called the "Beast"

and the "man of lawlessness."

Q: Is the Book of Revelation meant to be

taken literally?

A: The book is intended to be interpreted
literally, except where its context or other
parts of the Bible indicate symbolism. Itis a
literal prophecy of future events that uses

symbolic language.

Q: What is the Great White Throne
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Judgment?

A: This is the final judgment for all the
unsaved throughout history. It occurs after
the millennial reign of Christ, and all whose
names are not found in the Book of Life will

be cast into the Lake of Fire.

Q: What is the significance of the seven

churches in Revelation?

A: The seven churches were literal churches
in John's time, but they also serve as
representative types of churches and church

ages that have existed throughout history.
Q: What is the millennium?

A: The millennium is a literal 1,000-year reign
promised to Jesus, during which he will rule
from Jerusalem and bring righteousness and

justice.

Q: What is the significance of the “marriage

supper of the Lamb"?

A: This is a celebration in heaven that takes
place after the rapture. It signifies the union

of Christ with His church, which is His bride.
Q: Who are the two beasts in Revelation 13?

A: The first beast is the Antichrist, a political
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and military leader. The second beast, also
known as the False Prophet, is a religious
figure who performs wonders to promote the

worship of the first beast.
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Conclusion / #5:%

| applaud you for taking the time to read and study this book. | am aware it is a heavy

teaching compared to other books. This is why “God blesses the one who reads the




words of this prophecy to the church, and he blesses all who listen to its message and
obey what it says, for the time is near.” (Rev 1:3) | may not understand all of it, but it
states “reads, “hears,” and “obeys.” (not understands) | am opting to take the blessing,

as | trust you will too!

We have seen both blessings and judgments throughout this book. What one
experiences is by choice. It is my prayer that as you read these words, you were drawn
toward the light rather than the darkness. If you want the full assurance that the light of
Christ abides in your heart, in your spirit, pray and believe this prayer: “God, |
acknowledge your son Jesus to be my Lord. | ask for forgiveness of all my sins. May |
be washed clean and made pure and free of all guilt by the blood of Jesus, the Lamb of
God who takes away my sin. | thank you for doings this for me and fully expect to
experience the results of my salvation with a new spirit within me. Amen!” If you believe
those words, then what remains except joy and thanksgiving because now you can truly

say “I have made it. | am free, and a child of God”

Be blessed, in Jesus name! Amen!
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