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Educator & Program Leader Guide 
 

The Maine Startup Challenge (MSC) is a statewide entrepreneurship competition hosted by 
Maine Venture Fund. Students identify a real-world problem and capture an idea in a simple, 
one-page business plan format. See the Applicant Guide for full details.  

Educators can use MSC as a short lesson, a project-based activity, or an enrichment 
experience, with flexibility to adapt it to their time, students, and setting. 

Support & Getting Started 
Maine Venture Fund can support classrooms and programs through guest visits, workshops, 
Q&A sessions, and early access to materials when schedules align. Email Lydia at 
lydia@maineventurefund.com to bring the Maine Startup Challenge to your students. 

Common Ways Educators Use MSC 
●​ A standalone classroom lesson, after-school club or enrichment activity 

●​ Independent or team-based student projects 

●​ Career exploration or interdisciplinary units 

●​ Field trip opportunity: Maine Startup Challenge Showcase (May 20, 2026 in Portland) 

Participation in the statewide competition is optional. 

A Simple Classroom Flow (One Option)  
1.​ Introduce entrepreneurship and problem-solving  

2.​ Brainstorm problems students see in their community 

3.​ Walk through the one-page Business Plan Canvas 

 

Students respond with short 

phrases or bullets in each 

section, including: 

●​ The Problem 

●​ The Solution 

●​ Who It’s For 

●​ How It Makes Money 
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4.​ Give time for individual or team ideation 

5.​ Optionally submit student work to Maine Startup Challenge 

Key Dates  
📅 Applications open: April 1 – May 1, 2026 - submit your application here! 

📍 Showcase Event: May 20, 2026 (Portland, Maine; virtual attendance options available) 

Contact us:​
Email Lydia at lydia@maineventurefund.com to bring the Maine Startup Challenge to your 
students. 
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