FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH
BRISTOL, CT
ALL SAINTS SUNDAY

SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION
November 2, 2025, 9:30 a.m.

In holy baptism God makes saints out of sinners. In holy communion God forgives the sins of all the
saints. In worship today we give thanks for all the saints “who from their labors rest.” In the same
breath we petition our God for the strength to hear and to heed the admonitions of Jesus in today’s
gospel. Sealed by the Spirit and sustained by the Savior’s body and blood, we live with joy as God

gives us breath, to the praise of God’s glory.

Offerings towards our Ministries are welcomed at our entryways or you can
scan this code with your phone camera.

+GATHERING+
The Holy Spirit calls us together as people of God.

WELCOME
PRELUDE

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister
begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, = one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Faithful God, you have shown us the ways of your heart, yet we stray from your paths. We are
stuck in sinful systems of oppression and do not embrace the freedom of your faithful
promises. We ignore our neighbors. We exploit the earth. We reject your abundance,

trusting our impulses instead of your steadfast love. Repair our relationships, restore what we
have broken, renew our hearts, and bring us to new life. Amen.

Hear the good news: God the Faithful One loves you, *F in Christ Jesus your sins are forgiven, and
by the power of the Holy Spirit you are set free. Amen.

GATHERING HYMN For All the Saints ELW 422

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you
all. And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Almighty God, you have knit your people together in one communion in the mystical body of your
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Grant us grace to follow your blessed saints in lives of faith and
commitment, and to know the inexpressible joys you have prepared for those who love you, through



Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever. Amen.
+WORD+
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song.

First Reading

The book of Daniel was written in the second century BCE, when the Syrian king Antiochus
Epiphanes was severely persecuting the Jews. Daniel’s vision of the four beasts proclaims that
human kings will come and go, but the kingdom will ultimately belong to God and to God’s people.
A reading from Daniel, chapter 7.

'In the first year of King Belshazzar of Babylon, Daniel had a dream and visions of his head as he lay
in bed. Then he wrote down the dream: 21, Daniel, saw in my vision by night the four winds of heaven
stirring up the great sea, *and four great beasts came up out of the sea, different from one another.

15 As for me, Daniel, my spirit was troubled within me, and the visions of my head terrified me. '°|
approached one of the attendants to ask him the truth concerning all this. So he said that he would
disclose to me the interpretation of the matter: ' “As for these four great beasts, four kings shall arise
out of the earth. '® But the holy ones of the Most High shall receive the kingdom and possess the
kingdom forever—forever and ever.”

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. Daniel 7: 1-3, 15-18
HYMN Oh, Sing to the Lord ELW 822

Second Reading

After giving thanks for the faith of the Ephesians, the writer of this letter prays that they might
understand the wisdom, hope, and power of God that is embodied in Jesus Christ.

A reading from the letter to Ephesians, chapter 1.

"In Christ we have also obtained an inheritance, having been destined according to the purpose of
him who accomplishes all things according to his counsel and will, '?so that we, who were the first to
set our hope on Christ, might live for the praise of his glory. **In him you also, when you had heard
the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and had believed in him, were marked with the seal of
the promised Holy Spirit; * this is the pledge of our inheritance toward redemption as God’s own
people, to the praise of his glory. | have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward
all the saints, and for this reason '®| do not cease to give thanks for you as | remember you in my
prayers, " that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom
and revelation as you come to know him, ® so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may
perceive what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance
among the saints, ' and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe,
according to the working of his great power. 2° God put this power to work in Christ when he raised
him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, 2! far above all rule and
authority and power and dominion and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also
in the age to come. 2 And he has put all things under his feet and has made him the head over all
things for the church, # which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. Ephesians 1: 11-23
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Gospel

In echoes of the prophet Isaiah and Mary’s song of praise, Jesus reveals surprising things about who
enjoys blessing and who endures woe. He invites his disciples to shower radical love, blessing,
forgiveness, generosity, and trust even on enemies and outsiders.

The holy Gospel according to Luke. Glory to you, O Lord.

2 Then Jesus looked up at his disciples and said: “Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the
kingdom of God. ?' “Blessed are you who are hungry now, for you will be filled. “Blessed are you who
weep now, for you will laugh. ?*“Blessed are you when people hate you and when they exclude you,
revile you, and defame you on account of the Son of Man. 2 Rejoice on that day and leap for joy, for
surely your reward is great in heaven, for that is how their ancestors treated the prophets. 2* “But woe
to you who are rich, for you have received your consolation. % “Woe to you who are full now,

for you will be hungry. “Woe to you who are laughing now, for you will mourn and weep. % “Woe to
you when all speak well of you, for that is how their ancestors treated the false prophets. 2 “But | say
to you who are listening: Love your enemies; do good to those who hate you; % bless those who
curse you; pray for those who mistreat you. 2 If anyone strikes you on the cheek, offer the other also,
and from anyone who takes away your coat do not withhold even your shirt. *° Give to everyone who
asks of you, and if anyone takes away what is yours, do not ask for it back again. *' Do to others as
you would have them do to you.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ Luke 6: 20-31

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE (aimed toward Grades K thru 6™ but those younger are welcomed with an
accompanying adult).

SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY Death Be Never Last ACS 1030






L: APOSTLES’ CREED

Let us profess our faith using the words of the Apostles’ Creed.

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He
descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. |
believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

L: PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Gathered with one voice, we offer our prayers for the church, the world, and all who are in need.
A brief silence.

God of all that is, delight in the praises of your people and revive the spirit of your church. Move
through us with boldness so that we proclaim the gospel of Christ throughout the world. Renew and
revive pastors, deacons, and lay leaders. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

God of the beginning, give us the courage to advocate for environmental policy that will ensure a
viable future for generations to come. Restore desolate places to health and flourishing. Hear us, O
God. Your mercy is great.

God our healer, we continue to pray for those on our prayer list. In addition we lift up to your care
these loved ones and concerns that we name aloud or in our hearts before you now...(time is allowed
for additions). Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Now may we lift up praise and thanksgiving for Restored Health, Life Celebrations and God Sightings
for which we are joyful...(time is allowed for responses). Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

On this day we give thanks and praise to God for all the saints who have died since last All Saint’s
Sunday but still live in our hearts. We especially remember these loved ones as they are named and
a candle is lit. (pause for names).

Keep us united in your eternal promises until that day when we will be reunited in your heavenly
kingdom. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

We offer these and all our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your grace and unyielding love; through
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

SHARE THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.
Remain Standing

+MEAL+
God feeds us in the presence of Jesus Christ.

Offerings towards our Ministries are welcomed at our entryways or you can scan
this code with your phone camera.
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OFFERTORY Take My Life, That | May Be ELW 583 (vs. 1 & 2






L: OFFERING PRAYER

For all that we have received from God let us pray for what we return.

God of healing and hope, you bless those who are hungry, promising to fill them with good
things. Fulfill that promise through us and these your gifts.

Nourish us with the abundance of your feast and unite us into the blessed body of Jesus
Christ our Savior, now and forever. Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and
praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame
death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so,
with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name
and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth.

In mercy for our fallen world you gave your only Son, that all those who believe in him should not
perish, but have eternal life.

We give thanks to you for the salvation you have prepared for us through Jesus Christ. Send now
your Holy Spirit into our hearts, that we may receive our Lord with a living faith as he comes to us in
his holy supper.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

LORD'S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom, as we pray:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION
All who are hungry, come! The feast of grace is spread.

At Faith all are welcome to receive Holy Communion. You are invited to come forward by the center
aisle to fill in along the rail from the center to the sides. You may either stand or kneel to receive
bread (or gluten-free wafers upon request) and wine (or white grape juice) in pre-filled glasses. Empty
glasses can be placed in baskets provided as you return by the side aisles to your seat for silent
meditation. If you need communion brought to you, please notify the usher.

(if you are giving a reminder at the end of the service, please move to the lectern as the altar is
cleared after communion distribution)

Lamb of God ELW 195
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COMMUNION HYMN Welcome Table ACS 969

L: POST COMMUNION PRAYER
God of field and flower, wheat and grape, you have nourished us with the bread of heaven that gives
life to the world. Strengthened by the body and blood of your Son, send us out to gather your good
gifts for all who
hunger and thirst, and embolden us to love and serve in Christ’'s name.
Amen.
+SENDING+
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

BLESSING

The love of God the Sovereign strengthen you, God the Son save you, and God the Holy Spirit anoint
you for the work ahead.

The holy Trinity bless you * and grant you a faithful and courageous heart now and forever. Amen.

REMINDERS

(If you are giving a reminder, come to the lectern as the altar is cleared).

SENDING HYMN We Are Marching in the Light ELW 866
DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Share the harvest. Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

WORSHIP LEADERS for Sunday, November 2, 2025

Presiding Minister: Pastor Chris Dion

Musician: Aimee Allen

Assisting Minister: Emma Dion

Lector: Heather Johnson

Tech Team: Abigail Griffin, Ken Griffin, Connor Pratt

Ushers: Donna Ropp, Rosemarie Tessman, Cookie Capsalors

Altar Guild: Susan and Ashley Provenzano

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies
Annual License #26763. Permission to reprint and stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-724528 and CCLI
#22340990. All rights reserved.

THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR

Sunday, November 2, 2025...All Saints Day

9:30 a.m. Service of Holy Communion (Sanctuary, You Tube, Facebook)
10:30 a.m. One Year Celebration “Potluck”

Tuesday, November 4, 2025

9:30 a.m. Men’s Group at Parkside Café

Wednesday, November 5, 2025

1:00 p.m. RIC Meeting



Thursday, November 6, 2025

7:00 p.m. AA (Fellowship Hall)

7:00 p.m. Al Anon

Saturday, November 8, 2025

10:00 a.m. MFN Board Meeting

Sunday, November 9, 2025

9:30 a.m. Service of Holy Communion (Sanctuary, You Tube, Facebook)
10:30 a.m. Congregational Conversation and Brunch

FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH, BRISTOL, CT

1125 Stafford Ave., Bristol, CT

Church Office Hours: Monday — Thursday 9 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
Church Phone: 860.583.5809

Email: churchoffice@FaithBristolCT.org

Pastor Chris Dion, phone: 860.989.3507

Meals for Neighbors Food Pantry
Please consider helping us keep the MFN Food Pantry stocked. We are currently in need of

Soup Cereal Granola Bars Pasta
Donations should be placed in our grocery carriage in the Fellowship Hall. Thank you for your kindness.
Thank you for your generosity. Kathy Golden
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