
Academic Conversation Tasks 

Adapted from Zwiers and Crawford 

 

Theme(s)/Main Idea(s) of Text 
 
 
 

 

Elaboration/Clarification 
 
 
 
 
 
 

* 
 
* 
 
* 

Paraphrasing the Observations of 
Others 
 
 
 
 
 
 

* 
 
* 
 
* 

Synthesizing Ideas and Information 
 
 
 
 
 

* 
 
* 
 
* 
 
 

Supporting ideas with Evidence 
from Text/Self/World/Other Text 
 
 
 
 
 

* 
 
* 
 
* 

Building On/Challenging the Ideas 
of Others 
 
 
 
 
 
 

* 
 
* 
 
* 

 


