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                                   ​​          Ezra Johnson “Jot” Travis 
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Hannah Dahl Travis      

 
 
     Growing up in Eureka, Nevada as the 6th generation from immigrant grandparents on both 
sides of my grandmother’s family, I know the family who lives in the house that my great, great 
grandparents owned, Daniel and Martha Gibson Morrison.  Known as the Zadow/Morrison 
house on Atlas Hill, I discovered in the newspaper article about the death of Ezra “Jot” Travis 
that he had built the house and his family lived there when they lived in Eureka in the early 
1870’s.  The family is listed in the 1875 Census report as living in Eureka.  They also lived in 
Hamilton. For years, people have thought the house was built by a man named Wilson, who 
was connected to the mines somehow.  Now I know the story.  Wilson and Travis became 
partners in the stagecoach business.  
     This picture was found in the attic of the house and no one knew who the family was. From 
more photos shared with me from a descendant of Jot Travis’s brother, Josiah Travis, I can see  
it is a picture of Jot and Hannah Travis and their child. They lost several children as infants, I’m 
not sure which child this was.  
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     I need to ask if the picture could be taken out of the frame and another picture be taken with 
the phone for a better copy.  I know the person who shared the photo with me that lives in the 
old house doesn't have a scanner, which is the best way to get copies of photos.  I’m just 
amazed to have photos at all, and glad to be able to know more about their stories from 
newspaper stories, oral history from the great grand nephew I’ve been in touch with, and other 
types of records- like the tax assessments and deeds I found in the Nye County HIstorical 
Records on the Nye County Recorder’s website.  
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Jot Travis from findagrave.com  
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       ​ ​ ​ ​        1870 Census Hamilton, Nevada 
 
    From a Eureka Sentinel, Eureka, Nevada, I learned that the house my great, great 
grandparents owned on Atlas Hill in Eureka, known as the Zadow/Morrison House, was built by 
Ezra Jot Travis.  
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      The Zadow/Morrison House is on the Raine’s Market Self-guided tour of Eureka.  The 
picture was taken by Lee Raine. The house has been refurbished and was used as a bed and 
breakfast in the past, but is now a private residence.  
      My great grandmother had a photo of William Zadow, the man who owned the Meat Market 
and was the owner of the house on Knob Hill when my 2x great grandparents bought the house 
in the 1910’s.   
 
 

 
                ​ ​ ​ ​    William Zadow 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8 



     This is my great, great grandparents, Daniel and Martha Gibson Morrison at the house on 
Atlas Hill. 
 

 
 
     Daniel, a Scottish immigrant from St Ann’s, Cape Breton, Nova Scotia in the 1870’s was one 
of 3 partners in the Windfall Mine. Martha Gibson Morrison was an immigrant from Ireland.  She 
came to Eureka in 1888 to tend the house for her 2 brothers who were working in the mines.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

9 



                 After selling the mine in 1909, Daniel bought the Brown Hotel in January 1910. 
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     Within a few weeks in January of 1910, the Eureka County Bank was closed by Bank 
Regulators and the Eureka flood of 1910 wiped out the E&P railroad tracks.  It was 2 years 
before the tracks were rebuilt & trains ran again.   
     In the 1870 Ely Times (Hamilton) newspapers, Travis & Wilson Company stages were 
running. That’s where the Wilson comes in when people say the house was built by “Wilson”, 
but it was Jot Travis who built the house.  Wison was a partner.  
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As it says in the newspaper article about his 
death, he was a Civil War Veteran in the 
115th Illinois Infantry. After the war, he came 
out west to Montana, where he was in the 
cattle business and operated several stage 
coaches, “being a partner with Gilmer & 
Salisbury.”  
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From the Pioche Record, Pioche, Nevada:  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
9-17-1872  Pioche Record newspaper: 
 
Daily Stage- 
It is an absolute necessity that a daily stage 
should run between this place and 
Hamilton, and we would be pleased to see 
Gilmer & Salisbury start one immediately.  
The rapid growth of Pioche and the interests 
of her business men require it.  There is no 
doubt that there will be immense travel here 
this fall and winter, and a daily stage line will 
pay, and therefore we must have it.  
 
Travis Bros. are up with the times in the 
livery business.  In addition to their 
establishment in this place, they have an 
exchange stable at Buillionville.  Patrons will 
be properly served at either establishment.  
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From the familysearch.org website, I recognize the name of the woman who submitted the 
Johnson Family History references!  Laurel Egbert is the granddaughter of Loyd Sorensen, a 
sheep and cattle rancher who had a ranch in White Pine & Elko counties.  
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Sacramento Daily Union, 8/7/1873: DIED. Hamilton, Nev., July 30 – Son of E. J. and Hannah 
Travis, 10 months. Treasure Hill (Jackson, 1963), p. 93: “As the traveler of today walks through 
the abandoned cemetery a few hundred yards from Hamilton, the topsy-turvy headstones 
whose inscriptions can still be read reveal much about the people who made up the mining 
community of White Pine. The impact of foreign personalities was great. ...Young Harvey 
Adelbert Travis died in July 1873, having lived only nine months.309 (Footnote 309 – 
Information obtained by the author at Hamilton, Nevada, August, 1955.)  
 
1870 Census, Hamilton, White Pine County, Nevada: Ezra J. Travis, 37 yrs, Horse trader, RE 
$10,000/PE $25,000, b. Pennsylvania; Hannah Travis, 20 yrs, Keeping House, b. Wisconsin; 
Margaret Travis, 18 yrs, b. Pennsylvania (Also Wesley S. Travis, wife Margaret and 3 yr old 
daughter, Minnie M., b. Montana Territory are living next door. /ss)  
 
1875 Nevada State Census, White Pine County: E. J. Travis, 32 yrs, Farmer, b. Pennsylvania; 
H. P. Travis, female, 25 yrs, b. Norway; W. E. Travis, male, 5 yrs, b. Nevada; E. P. Travis, 
female, 6 mos, b. Nevada (This would have been Edna Pauline Travis who was 6 months old in 
the 1875 Census.  I’m trying to find more information, but according to familysearch.org, she 
was born in 1874 and died in 1876.  She would have been buried either in Hamilton or Eureka, 
but probably Hamilton.  Jot Travis was big into horse racing, and the family was still living in the  
area in 1876. 

 
 

 
 
1880 Census, Eureka, Eureka County, Nevada: E. J. Travis, 37 yrs, Married, U. S. Mail carrier, 
b. Pennsylvania, Father b. Virginia, Mother b. U.S.; Hannah P. Travis, wife, 30 yrs, at home, b. 
Norway, Parents born Norway; Elgin Travis, son, 9 yrs, at home, b. Nevada, Father b. 
Pennsylvania, Mother b. Norway; Erma Travis, daughter, 2 yrs, at home, b. Nevada, Father b. 
Pennsylvania, Mother b. Norway 
 
 Chicago Daily Tribune, 7/8/1892: Deaths. TRAVIS – The funeral of Hannah P. Travis, wife of E. 
J. Travis, will take place at 2 p.m. Saturday, July 9, at the residence, 2612 Indiana av. Salt Lake 
Herald,  
 
10/29/1898: The Idaho, Nevada and California Stage company filed articles of incorporation 
yesterday with the county clerk. The capital stock is fixed at $20,000, and Salt Lake City is 
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named as the principal place of business. Ezra J. Travis is president; Wesley E. Travis, vice 
president; Charles B. Felt, secretary; Clayton L. Haines, treasurer; and Clarence Warnock is the 
remaining director. The new company succeeds to the business of the Lewiston and Mt. Idaho 
Stage line and all the star route mail contracts owned by Wesley E. Travis in the states named.  
 
Lexington (KY) Herald, 7/22/1919: Versailles Woman Is Left Income of $10,000 a Year by Will of 
Rich Brother. Last Testament of Ezra J. Travis, Wealthy Montana Ranch Owners, Is Filed in 
New York. New York, July 20. - Among the beneficiaries of the will of the will of the late Ezra J. 
Travis is his sister, Mrs. Margaret F. Blair, now living in Versailles, Ky., who is to receive his 
income of $10,000 for life. Mr. Travis left an estate estimated at a million dollars. He died July 12 
at the Post- Graduate Hospital in this city. The bulk of his estate goes to his three children, 
Wesley Travis, of San Francisco, and Hannah Travis Fulton and Albert Chester Travis, of this 
city. Mr. Travis was president to the Pacific Stagecoach Company in the Pioneer days before the 
railroads, his stage coaches at one time covering 8,000 miles daily. He was an expert horseman 
and had one of the largest horse ranches in the world. It was at Cascade, Mont. and grazed 
5,000 horses. 
 
 Ancestry.com (Donald Skotty): Pacific Greyhound Lines, Inc. was organized under the laws of 
California on April 12, 1930, as a consolidation of the following motor bus lines: California 
Transit Company (aka Yelloway), Pickwick Stage System, southern Pacific Motor Transport Co., 
Oregon Stages, Inc., Peninsula Rapid Transit Co., Pacific Auto Stages, Golden Gate Stages, 
Calistoga & Clear Lake Stage Co., Pacific Coast Motor Coach Co., Kern County Transportation 
Corp., Coast Auto Lines, Inc., Sierra Nevada Stages, Pacific Stages Inc., and Boyd Stage Line. 
Pacific Greyhound operated an interstate motor coach system from Portland, Ore. to San Diego, 
Cal. with 406 motor coaches, and a yearly mileage of approximately 20 million coach miles. The 
firm's officers and directors were as follows: Officers – T.B. Wilson, Pres.; C.E. Wickman, W.E. 
Travis, C.R. Harding, R.W. Lemen, H.C. Lucas, Vice-Pres.; M. McKinstry, Sec. and Treas.; F.W. 
Ackerman, Aud.; L.D. Jones, Gen Mgr. Directors — W.G. Filer, C.R. Harding, L.C. Gilman, W.E. 
Travis, G.W. Traer, Jr., F.W. Webster, C.E. Wickman, T.B. Wilson, C.F. Wren. Head Office — 9 
Main St., San Francisco. 
 
 Note: 1: See also http://www.unr.edu/silverandblue/online/winter2008/readmore/travis.html: “He 
met his wife, Hannah Pauline Dahl, in Helena, where they married in 1869. By 1870, the couple 
lived in Hamilton, White Pine County, Nev., and Jot’s connection with the state commenced. 
Wesley Elgin Travis, their first child of seven, was born in 1870. Hannah bore another son and 
daughter, both of whom died in infancy, and another son, named Frederick Jottie. 
 
 In Eureka, Nev., where the family lived following a brief residency in San Francisco, another 
daughter, Ezra, [Editor’s note: Ezra was possibly actually named Erma. She is referred to later 
in the text as Erma] was born.”  
 
Note 2: See Fred C. Dahl as a possible brother of Hannah Pauline Dahl Travis. 
 
 Note 3: Harvey Adelbert Travis is a documented burial based on Jackson’s observations at the 
cemetery in 1955, inferring that a gravestone may have been in place at that time, and by the 
fact the family remained in the county for at least two years after his death. Hamilton Deaths & 
Burial Research Notes Hamilton Cemetery, White Pine County, Nevada, Page 52 

 

Harvey’s older brother was Wesley Elgin Travis (b. 1870 in Hamilton). Before he died in 
1952 Wesley asked that a marker be placed on Harvey’s grave. His request was filled in 
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June 2014 by placing a memorial marker next to a wall on the edge of the cemetery to 
minimize the possibility of interfering with other burials​
​
Wesley was Chairman of Greyhound Co. 

 
Beloved son of Jot and Hannah Dahl Travis 

 
 

 
 
      Another Travis family member was also buried at the Hamilton Cemetery, Joe Travis, a 
cousin of Jot Travis,who  lived with his family at the 6 Mile Stage Station on the Eureka to 
Hamilton stage route. Newspaper stories are about him when he lived at Patterson, which was a 
small mining community in Cave Valley, just over the Egan Mountain Range from Lund, NV and 
south of Ely, Nevada.  Not only was mining going on in the Patterson area, but it was also on the 
main freight route from the train at Cobre (by where Wendover is today) to Pioche.  
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     This Joe Travis was Josiah Travis, he was the brother of Ezra “Jot” Travis.  Josiah owned the 
Travis Ranch in Cave Valley at what is known as Haggerty.  He helped Jot Travis in the 
stagecoach business. 
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     This is a photo from my family’s collection of 6 Mile House Station at Coyle’s. I had wondered 
what year it may have been taken, now I know that Dennis Coyle and family moved there in 
1903. 
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       Jot Travis Building at U.N.R 

 

“Jot” Travis is the nickname for Ezra Johnson Travis, one of the Far West’s first stagecoach company 
managers during the late 19th century. Travis, whose forebears were said to be members of the 
Jamestown settlement in Virginia and veterans of the American Revolution, was general manager of the 
Gilmer and Salisbury stagecoach line and later president of the Utah, Nevada and California Stage 
Company. The Gilmer and Salisbury line was reported to be “one of the most powerful corporations in the 
West by 1880,” according to the Missoulian newspaper. 

He directed a fleet of horse-drawn stage transportation covering 8,000-plus miles daily. The lines carried 
passengers, U.S. mail and post office funding as well as express freight for Wells Fargo. Travis’ 
stagecoach companies fed the primary railroad lines west of Chicago. 

Jot Travis’ son, Wesley, chairman of the board for Greyhound Bus Lines, bequeathed a gift of $300,000 to 
the university for a student facility. His will stipulated that the new building be named in honor of his father. 

From another site:  In 1952, Wesley Elgin Travis donated $300,000 and a bust of his father, Ezra 
Johnson "Jot" Travis, to the university for construction of the Jot Travis Student Union. The 
money was matched by the Nevada Legislature to make a total donation of $600,000 for 
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construction of the building, which opened in 1958. For many years, Jot Travis Student Union 
housed student government offices, numerous activities and meetings, the ASUN Bookstore, 
Pine Student Lounge and food and dining services.  With the opening of the Joe Crowley 
Student Union, Jot Travis still offers food and beverage service in the form of "The Overlook," a 
$4 million facility that opened in 2004. In fall 2008, the building became home to the Davidson 
Academy of Nevada, a free public day school for the profoundly gifted. 

 

 
 

When I showed the newspaper article to friends I’d grown up with in Eureka about the house on 
Atlas Hill being built by Jot Travis, one of the friends who attended the University of Nevada, 
Reno, Nevada, told me there was a building on the campus named for Jot Travis.   
 
From the findagrave.com site:  
 
Born in Western Pennsylvania of Scotch-Irish parents, in 1855 he moved with his father and 
siblings to Shelby County, IL. In 1865 following the Civil War, both his parents having died, he 
went West with his brothers to Helena, MT. He was the epitome of those who built the West. 
When he died he was living in Manhattan near Central Park. The July 30, 1919 New York 
Evening Post article about his life read: 
 

"Jot" Travis, Last of the Old West Pioneers 
___________________ 

His Passing Recalls the Stage Coach Days 
___________________ 

Ezra Johnson Travis was Soldier, Scout, Horse 
Trader and Stage Line Manager. 
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 Ezra “Jot” Travis was buried in the family plot in Chicago, Illinois. 

 
 
           ​​ ​ ​                       Jot’s family: 
 
Brother: 
Chester Monroe "Chess" Travis was born in Pennsylvania in 1835, the son of Martin Beatty and 
Isabella (Brown) Travis. He married Fannie Piatt on October 5, 1859 in Shelby County, Illinois. 
In 1870, the Federal Census indicates that Chess was well off financially with $12,000 in real 
property and $10,000 in personal property. Chess ran a livery stable in Helena. Chess and 
Fannie had several children, Lee, Norman, Clifford, and George. 
 
An article in the newspaper describes Chess well: "A Rough Trip. Mr. C. M. Travis, who has the 
contract for carrying the mail from Bozeman to Tongue River for the next four years, is 
examining his routes. Chess has had a pretty rough trip, being caught in the storm, has had to 
swim creeks, and encountered perils by field and flood, losing his watch, papers and clothing 
while helping the stage across Elk Creek. He, however, is up and a doing, and says he has got 
the best stage line in Montana, and intends to run it first class. He is the man that can do it, if 
anybody can. – Bozeman Courier, May 9." (Helena Independent, 5/12/1878) 
 
On October 19, 1880, Chess died from pneumonia at the Dana House in Helena. He had been 
in failing health for some time and since he sustained a severe fall a few weeks before his death 
by being thrown from a vehicle in a runaway accident, although he had been seen on the streets 
just days before his death, few were aware that he was dangerously ill. Mr. Travis was one of 
the early settlers of Montana and had lived here shortly after Helena was a town. He was known 
by almost every person in the Territory. Chess was about 45 years of age. He left a wife, Fannie, 
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and four sons, Lee, Norman, Clifford, and George. (Helena Independent, 10/20/1880) Chess 
has a tombstone disintegrated and unreadable. Section B, Row 2. 
 
NOTE: Chester's wife, Fannie (or Fanny), died in 1914 and is buried at the Greenwood 
Memorial Terrace, Spokane, Washington. 
 
 

 
 
Wes Travis, the brother who was a partner in the livery stable and stagecoach business with 
Jot died in Spokane, WA and is buried there.  

Wesley Stanley Travis was elected Sheriff of Lincoln Co., NV in Nov 1872 for two years. It was 
said that Pioche, NV, the county seat, was the toughest town in the West - tougher than 
Tombstone - and that 75 men were buried before the first person died of a natural cause. 
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Wes Travis 

     Wes Travis was a partner with his brother Jot in a livery stable at Pioche, and I assume in the 
stagecoach business too.  He was also elected to serve as the Lincoln County Sheriff. 
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     In some of the newspaper stories, Wes Travis had discovered a gold mine in the Tucson, 
Arizona area, but in March 1883 he was visiting his sister, Maggie Blair, at Bristol and had been 
in some sort of accident and lost his arm. 

 

 

 

 

 

      I don’t know when the families moved to the Spokane, Washington area, but in the 1870 
Census from Hamilton, Wesley Travis and his wife and child lived next door to Jot and Hannah 
Travis. 
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                      Sister:  Margaret “Maggie” Travis Blair was buried in Denver, Colorado. 
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      Maggie Travis Blair’s husband, Aubrey John (A.J) Blair, served in the Nevada Assembly 
from 1874-1876 and Nevada Senate in 1876-1880 from Pioche. They were married Sept. 23, 
1873 in Pioche, Nevada. 

     Ezra “Jot” Travis died in New York City, close to Central Park.  This is from a New York 
paper:  
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$500,000 in 1919 is worth $8,694,797.69 today, 3/18/2023 
Sacramento Daily Union, 8/7/1873: DIED. Hamilton, Nev., July 30 – Son of E. J. and Hannah 
Travis, 10 months. Treasure Hill (Jackson, 1963), p. 93: “As the traveler of today walks through 
the abandoned cemetery a few hundred yards from Hamilton, the topsy-turvy headstones 
whose inscriptions can still be read reveal much about the people who made up the mining 
community of White Pine. The impact of foreign personalities was great.  
 
...Young Harvey Adelbert Travis died in July 1873, having lived only nine months.309 (Footnote 
309 – Information obtained by the author at Hamilton, Nevada, August, 1955.) 
 
     I have recently made contact with a relative of Jot Travis from what I found on the 
findagrave.com site, and I am thrilled to hear more of the story from him and also share what I 
have found in my searches.  I’ve also learned that he was the man who had the headstone 
made for the young son of Jot and Hannah who is buried at the cemetery in Hamilton.  
 
From Bill Meyers:  
 
     Jot Travis was my 3rd great uncle (my 2nd great grandfather's brother.)  Jot, my grandfather, 
two other brothers and their 13-year-old sister left central Illinois in about 1865 and took the 
Oregon trail west to Helena, MT.  They started a livery business supplying the miners.  In the 
late 1860's they expanded to Nevada (Hamilton and Pioche). 
     To my knowledge only Harvey was buried in Hamilton.  Their first daughter, Edna, died in 
San Francisco in 1876 when she was two years old.  I've never found her burial place. 
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     I was told Harvey's older brother had wanted to place a marker on his grave.  Unable to do 
so, when he was dying, he chartered his son to do it.  The son passed without doing so, so I 
had one made and placed it in the cemetery.  The actual grave site is not known so I placed the 
marker on the perimeter of the cemetery so as not to disturb other burials. 
     I've attached Jot Travis' New York Post obituary.  His death was announced across the 
country, but I believe the Post's is the best.  I've attached Hannah's obituary as well. 
     There is another writing on Jot Travis.  The student union at the University of Nevada - Reno 
was named "The Jot" after Ezra Jot Travis.  I have a copy of the 16-page document about Jot 
Travis that was placed in the corner stone of the building.  If you're interested in it, I can scan it 
and send it to you. 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
With much appreciation to Bill for the work that he has done to preserve the stories and history 
of this family, the old photos that go with the names are a real treasure. 
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When I have time, I will type out the story from the New York newspaper.  This is the obituary for 
the 18 year old daughter who died in 1896, Irma/Erma.  A son, Frederick, died at the age of 15 
in 1894.  Hannah Pauline Dahl Travis was 42 when she died in Chicago in 1892.  
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            Erma Bell Travis, the daughter of Jot & Hannah Travis who died at the age of 18. 
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    From the Eureka Sentinel:   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

40 
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I don’t know the story yet about the death of Frederick “Jottie” Travis, 1879-1894. He died in 
Chicago, Illinois. 
 
 

 
​ ​ ​                 Frederick Jottie Travis  1879-1894 
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​ ​ ​ ​ Hannah Lena Travis 1881-1959 
 
                There isn’t a picture of Albert, but he was born in 1883 and died in 1968.  
 
     Looking at this picture again that was found in the attic by the current owners of the house 
that was built by Jot Travis in Eureka, Nevada, I’m not sure which child this would be.  It was 
normal for young boys to be dressed up in dresses then too, so it doesn’t have to be a young 
daughter. 
     Jot and Hannah were living in Hamilton when their 7 month old son, Harvey, died and was 
buried in the Hamilton Cemetery in 1873.  Wesley, the oldest son, was born in 1870.  Irma/Erma 
was born in San Francisco in 1878 & died in Utah in 1896.  Hannah was born in 1881.  Albert 
was born in 1883. A daughter who I am still researching was born in 1874 and died in 1876.  
Her name was Edna Pauline, nickname “Dottie”. 
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Submitted by Laurelle Sorensen Egbert on familysearch.org.  
 
1870 Census, Hamilton, White Pine County, Nevada: Ezra J. Travis, 37 yrs, Horse trader, RE 
$10,000/PE $25,000, b. Pennsylvania; Hannah Travis, 20 yrs, Keeping House, b. Wisconsin; 
Margaret Travis, 18 yrs, b. Pennsylvania (Also Wesley S. Travis, wife Margaret and 3 yr old 
daughter, Minnie M., b. Montana Territory are living next door. /ss)  
 
1875 Nevada State Census, White Pine County: E. J. Travis, 32 yrs, Farmer, b. Pennsylvania; 
H. P. Travis, female, 25 yrs, b. Norway; W. E. Travis, male, 5 yrs, b. Nevada; E. P. Travis, 
female, 6 mos, b. Nevada 
 
1880 Census, Eureka, Eureka County, Nevada: E. J. Travis, 37 yrs, Married, U. S. Mail carrier, 
b. Pennsylvania, Father b. Virginia, Mother b. U.S.; Hannah P. Travis, wife, 30 yrs, at home, b. 
Norway, Parents born Norway; Elgin Travis, son, 9 yrs, at home, b. Nevada, Father b. 
Pennsylvania, Mother b. Norway; Erma Travis, daughter, 2 yrs, at home, b. Nevada, Father b. 
Pennsylvania, Mother b. Norway  
 
Chicago Daily Tribune, 7/8/1892: Deaths. TRAVIS – The funeral of Hannah P. Travis, wife of E. 
J. Travis, will take place at 2 p.m. Saturday, July 9, at the residence, 2612 Indiana av. Salt Lake 
Herald, 
 
 10/29/1898: The Idaho, Nevada and California Stage company filed articles of incorporation 
yesterday with the county clerk. The capital stock is fixed at $20,000, and Salt Lake City is 
named as the principal place of business. Ezra J. Travis is president; Wesley E. Travis, vice 
president; Charles B. Felt, secretary; Clayton L. Haines, treasurer; and Clarence Warnock is the 
remaining director. The new company succeeds to the business of the Lewiston and Mt. Idaho 
Stage line and all the star route mail contracts owned by Wesley E. Travis in the states named.  
 
Lexington (KY) Herald, 7/22/1919: Versailles Woman Is Left Income of $10,000 a Year by Will of 
Rich Brother. Last Testament of Ezra J. Travis, Wealthy Montana Ranch Owners, Is Filed in 
New York. New York, July 20. - Among the beneficiaries of the will of the will of the late Ezra J. 
Travis is his sister, Mrs. Margaret F. Blair, now living in Versailles, Ky., who is to receive his 
income of $10,000 for life. Mr. Travis left an estate estimated at a million dollars. He died July 12 
at the Post- Graduate Hospital in this city. The bulk of his estate goes to his three children, 
Wesley Travis, of San Francisco, and Hannah Travis Fulton and Albert Chester Travis, of this 
city. Mr. Travis was president to the Pacific Stagecoach Company in the Pioneer days before the 
railroads, his stage coaches at one time covering 8,000 miles daily. He was an expert horseman 
and had one of the largest horse ranches in the world. It was at Cascade, Mont. and grazed 
5,000 horses. 
 
 Ancestry.com (Donald Skotty): Pacific Greyhound Lines, Inc. was organized under the laws of 
California on April 12, 1930, as a consolidation of the following motor bus lines: California 
Transit Company (aka Yelloway), Pickwick Stage System, southern Pacific Motor Transport Co., 
Oregon Stages, Inc., Peninsula Rapid Transit Co., Pacific Auto Stages, Golden Gate Stages, 
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Calistoga & Clear Lake Stage Co., Pacific Coast Motor Coach Co., Kern County Transportation 
Corp., Coast Auto Lines, Inc., Sierra Nevada Stages, Pacific Stages Inc., and Boyd Stage Line. 
Pacific Greyhound operated an interstate motor coach system from Portland, Ore. to San Diego, 
Cal. with 406 motor coaches, and a yearly mileage of approximately 20 million coach miles. 
 
 The firm's officers and directors were as follows: Officers – T.B. Wilson, Pres.; C.E. Wickman, 
W.E. Travis, C.R. Harding, R.W. Lemen, H.C. Lucas, Vice-Pres.; M. McKinstry, Sec. and Treas.; 
F.W. Ackerman, Aud.; L.D. Jones, Gen Mgr. Directors — W.G. Filer, C.R. Harding, L.C. Gilman, 
W.E. Travis, G.W. Traer, Jr., F.W. Webster, C.E. Wickman, T.B. Wilson, C.F. Wren. Head Office 
— 9 Main St., San Francisco. 
 
 Note: 1: See also http://www.unr.edu/silverandblue/online/winter2008/readmore/travis.html: “He 
met his wife, Hannah Pauline Dahl, in Helena, where they married in 1869. By 1870, the couple 
lived in Hamilton, White Pine County, Nev., and Jot’s connection with the state commenced. 
Wesley Elgin Travis, their first child of seven, was born in 1870. Hannah bore another son and 
daughter, both of whom died in infancy, and another son, named Frederick Jottie. In Eureka, 
Nev., where the family lived following a brief residency in San Francisco, another daughter, 
Ezra, [Editor’s note: Ezra was possibly actually named Erma. She is referred to later in the text 
as Erma] was born.” Note 2: See Fred C. Dahl as a possible brother of Hannah Pauline Dahl 
Travis. Note 3: Harvey Adelbert Travis is a documented burial based on Jackson’s observations 
at the cemetery in 1955, inferring that a gravestone may have been in place at that time, and by 
the fact the family remained in the county for at least two years after his death. Hamilton Deaths 
& Burial Research Notes Hamilton Cemetery, White Pine County, Nevada, Page 52  
Researched and compiled by Sue Silver March 25, 2013 
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     I’ve researched the different stage/freight companies and the history of the Eureka Palisade 
Railroad and the railroads that were supposed to be built that weren’t, especially the Elko to 
Hamilton Railroad. The stories from records, newspaper articles, etc. are in other books that I’ve 
put together that can be purchased at my cost for publication plus S&H, but average between 
$10-15 each. I haven’t gotten the amateur books mainly done for my own research purposes 
indexed yet, but the history from newspapers from that time period are interesting.  There is 
more about the Travis family members in Book 7.  
   These are just a few of the news bits I found in a quick search about Travis & Wilson 
Stagecoach Company in 1870; Gilmer & Salisbury stagecoach line, which Jot was 
Superintendent of; Travis Brothers Livery Stable in Pioche, and the Travis Company stage lines.  
Jot also had a ranch “on the Pioche road”, which I’ve found the location of- it was south of 
where the community of Lund was named in 1898 by Mormon colonizers at what we call 
Sunnyside.   
     I’ve been searching newspaper articles from the earliest that I’ve found Jot Travis’s name 
mentioned in newspapers on http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov, which was in 1870.  I’ve found 
answers to some of my questions.  
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Tracking newspaper articles to try to get a timeline of Jot’s life in Nevada, the earliest I’ve found 
was in 1870. 
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     Gilmer & Salisbury were not in the advertisements for stagecoach businesses in the 1870’s, 
but in 1872, Jot Travis was the Superintendent for Gilmer & Salisbury.  Travis brothers also 
owned a livery stable in Pioche in 1872.  
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$100,000 in 1873 is worth $2,558,550 today 

 
The rate of inflation:  Value of $100,000 from 1873 to 2023 

     $100,000 in 1873 is equivalent in purchasing power to about $2,558,550 today, an increase 
of $2,458,550.00 over 150 years. The dollar had an average inflation rate of 2.18% per year 
between 1873 and today, producing a cumulative price increase of 2,458.55%. This means that 
today's prices are 25.59 times as high as average prices since 1873, according to the Bureau of 
Labor Statistics consumer price index. A dollar today only buys 3.908% of what it could buy 
back then. 
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     “Flying Dutchman” was George Lambert, the man who I have put stories together about in 
another book.  He was the head man of a gang of horse thieves that were found to be hiding the 
horses they stole in the Snowball Mountains south of the Fish Creek Ranch.   

 

 

59 



 

     I did an extensive study of the building of the Eureka Palisade Railroad, which was privately 
built by stagecoach companies.  In the study, the records and newspaper stories also tell the 
story of the Elko to Hamilton Railroad that was never built.  Much was happening in Eureka in 
1873.  2023 is the 150th anniversary of when Eureka became a separate county from Lander 
County.   
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In April 1873 Travis and Company’s stage line was running. 

 

     I don’t know where Washington City was mentioned as the place where Jot and his family 
spent the winter, perhaps it was in southern Utah.  I think the main office for Gilmer & Salisbury 
was in Salt Lake City, Utah.  They had stagecoach/mail routes all over the west.  
     In the following story about the stage wreck, I had assumed that Mrs. Brown was the woman 
in Eureka who owned the Brown Hotel (Jackson House), but there were several families of 
Browns who were not related to her.  
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     Wesley Travis was the first child, born in 1870.  The 2nd child, Harvey, was born in 1872 and 
died in 1873.  Edna Pauline was born 14 October 1874, so the child above would have been 
Wesley, who is most likely the child in the picture that was found in the attic of the house built by 
Jot Travis in Eureka too.  As I’ve mentioned to people who question children who were dressed 
in dresses as being a male child, that was a normal thing they did back then.  I have quite a few 
pictures of male babies/toddlers who were dressed in dresses.   
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       Gilmer & Salisbury were partners in getting the Narrow Gauge Eureka Palisade Railroad 
built.  Jot Travis would have been involved with them too.  The other thing they were involved in 
was a mine at Secret Canyon, south of Eureka. 

 

65 



 

     It says Sheriff Jot Travis, but it was his brother who was the Pioche Sheriff.  Jot worked for 
him as a Deputy Sheriff.   
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     From the article, Jot Travis’s ranch would have been south of what became the town of Lund 
in 1898; past Emigrant Springs, which is the ranch we know to be the Riordon Ranch, and it 
was before the Bristol Wells Road, which was called Pritchard’s Road.  
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     Horse racing was a big deal.  The Willows Race Track, where they are talking about, was 
about 7 miles northwest of Eureka.  I’m not sure exactly where it was located, but I think it is the 
place owned for a long time by Steve and Sharon Auch, now owned by Chad and Rosie 
Garaventa Bliss. 

      Jot was big into horse racing.      
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1884 

https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn84022044/1875-09-07/ed-1/seq-3/ 

The above link is part of the story of the White Pine War that started in Spring Valley in 
September 1875. 
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    The newspapers were full of the excitement of the “Indian War” for a short period of time, 
even having a reporter who was a “war correspondent” writing newspaper articles.  It didn’t take 
long before they were changing their tune and were writing articles about the whole thing having 
been blown up.  This is what started the whole thing: 
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     From another newspaper article, there was also a Mormon connection with the Indians: 
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     In the newspapers at the same time in September 1875, Jot Travis was preparing horses to 
run in horse races at the State Fair in Reno, Nevada.  
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     This article is an important piece of the puzzle, because according to Jot Travis, the Indian 
War was not what it was made out to be. It also says that Jot had a ranch in Cave Valley, which 
makes me have to rethink where his ranch was.  Southern Cave Valley would be where the 
Bristol Wells Road goes through from where Highway 318 is now at Sunnyside, south of Lund.  I 
think Sunnyside is still part of the White River Valley.  Cave Valley is just over the mountain 
range, but the Egan Mountain Range ends further south. Jot’s brother, Josiah Travis (who they 
also called Joe) did have a ranch in Cave Valley at Haggerty. 

     The print is dark and not clear to read, but this is from the same newspaper from Gold Hill 
talking about the expenses of the “Indian War.”  
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    What is most important to me is that it’s not stories that I’ve heard from people that oftentimes 
are not accurate.  My research has been through finding records and newspaper articles that go 
together. They tell the stories, sometimes not the ways that people would like to know, but the 
old newspapers told the stories like you were reading a book.   
   One of the mysteries in the Jot Travis’s family’s history is why little Edna died at the age of 2 
and was buried in California.  No one else in the family was buried in California. Finding the 
newspaper article of the family moving to San Francisco in Nov 1875 put the pieces of the 
puzzle together. 
 
Edna Pauline Travis was born 14 Oct 1874 and died in San Francisco 5 Nov 1876, one year 
after the family moved from Nevada. 
 

 
 
 
      We still don’t know the cause of her death, but the cemetery where she was first buried was 
not her permanent grave site.  Caskets/remains of the people who were buried in that cemetery 
were moved to a mass grave in another California cemetery.  There is no headstone for her.  
 
 
Gravesite Details 
Laurel Hill (SF) cemetery records show she was buried in Laurel Hill in lot 2189 on 7 
November 1876. Between 1939 and 1941 those buried in Laurel Hill were re-interred in a 
mass grave in Cypress Lawn Memorial Park. There is no precise burial place. 

Colma, San Mateo County, CA is where Cypress Lawn Memorial Park is located.  I’ve found 
through researching quite a few early Eureka settlers that there are other people with Eureka 
connections buried there too.  
 
I learned from emailing the Travis family descendant who has done a lot more research on the 
Travis family and had access to the photos from a nephew of Jot Travis, that he was the person 
who followed through and had the headstone put by the gate of the cemetery for the little baby 
boy who died in 1873, Harvey A.Travis.  
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     I recognize the names of several of the Scandinavian early settlers who may have come to 
Nevada in the early years of mining together, or perhaps they were related.  Many Scandinavian 
people came to the United States because of missionaries from the Mormon Church going to 
their countries.  Many immigrants were part of the trek west with the Mormons to Utah in the 
1840’s-1850’s.   
    Because of the newspaper article I found of the tragic death of John E. Sorensen and 
knowing many of his descendants, I was curious to find what I could about him.  This is just a 
tidbit of information.  He was an immigrant from Denmark.  
     I’m still trying to find more about Hannah Dahl Travis’s family, but I did find an interesting bit 
of information about her father.  
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                                                                Ole Rasmussen Dahl 
 
 

From contributor 'Torkel' Dec. 2 2017:​
From Vesterheim.org-DAHL, Ole Rasmussen​
WI 15th INF CO B Residence Bloomer Prairie, Chippewa County, WI. Born in Kristiansunds 
Gjeld, Nordmere, Norway, 19 Jul 1817. Went to sea at age 17. Went to military school in 
Trondhjem, studying surveying. To America 1854. Civil war age 44. Enlisted for 3 years on 
Oct. 29 1861 at Chippewa. Spent several weeks recruiting enlistees for the 15th. Mustered 
13 Feb. 1862 at Madison, WI. Private. Promoted Quartermaster Sergeant in Company H on 
1 Jul 1862. Transferred from Company B to Regimental HQ on 7 Aug 1862. reduced to 
ranks at his own request on 7 Oct. 1862 and transferred to Co H. Commissioned 2nd Lt. at 
Co B on 30 Jan 1863, with rank from 20 Jan., and 1st Lt. in Co B at Murfreesboro, Tenn. 15 
Mar 1863. Was Quartermaster Officer at Miss. River Island No. 10. Was topographic 
engineer in 2nd Brigade 1 Mar. 1863; moved to 3rd Brigade May 1863, then to 1st Brigade, 
3rd Division, Oct. 1863. Taken prisoner near Morristown, East Tenn., 1 Mar. 1864, then held 
in Macon, Ga. Mustered out 12 Mar. 1865. Post war: In Nov. 1880, granted pension of 
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$17.00 a month for general disability as a result of his prison life. Died in Tomah, Wi. 30 
Dec. 1882, buried in Chippewa Falls, Wi. Sources:(WHS Series 1200 boxes 76-10, 78-1; 
red book vol 20 p 4 p28) (Buslett p373) (Olvestad p257) (Ager p 268, photo; p291; p294) 
(RWW p808) (Meeker) (Pensioners on the Roll as of January 1 1883 (living in Wi.)_Park 
Gen. Books, Roseville, Mn., 1998. 

 
Inscription 
1 LIEUT 

15 WI INF 

 

He was born 19 July 1817 in Oslo, Norway and died 30 Dec 1882 in Chippewa Falls, WI. 

 
Hannah’s brother, Frederick Dahl, died in Hamilton:  
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    These are records I have found in the Historical Records from Nye County with deeds and tax 
assessments for properties owned by Jot Travis (E.J) and/or the Travis Brothers.  They owned 
toll roads on the Hamilton to Pioche road at White River and on the Tybo road from Eureka to 
Tybo.  
    I found the property descriptions for the place that Jot Travis owned at Sunnyside. It was a 
Land Grant to begin with.  He sold it to George Lewis in 1880.  
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                                              22 Nov 1878, Tybo Eureka toll road 

 
                          Notice the signature of George Ernst at the bottom of the deeds.  
 
The following is the government Land Grant record that I think was from 1873 that would be 
where Pam Jensen lives, and/or where the Fish and Game place is on the highway before the 
turn off to the Hot Creek swimming hole. 
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Again, the signature of George Ernst is at the bottom as the Nye County Recorder. The 
following is the deed from E.J Travis to George Lewis: 
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1874 
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The deed is dated 5 August 1872 for a section of the Hamilton to Pioche stagecoach road.  In 
tax assessments for Thomas Barnes, he had a rock station house on the toll road that I would 
say is the remnants of the rocks west of Willow Grove. Thomas Plane and Gray, the father of 
Mary Gray Moorman, also owned a section of road for a toll road on the Hamilton to Pioche 
road. 
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From Nye County Tax Assessment records, the year is in the upper left corner. This is from 
another book I’d put stories together in about Jot Travis and the Travis families: 
 
 
​ ​ ​ ​      Elias Johnson (E.J) “Jot” Travis 
​ ​ ​ ​        Travis Brothers Stages/Livery 
 
 
     I have spent a lot of time putting together the stories of E.J Travis and the Travis families 
after discovering E.J Travis was the man who built the house in Eureka on Knob Hill still known 
today as the Zadow or Morrison House.  Daniel Morrison was my 2x great grandfather. 
      E.J Travis was among the first to have stagecoaches between Eureka, Hamilton and 
Pioche. His brother, Wes Travis, was the Sheriff in Lincoln County.  I’ve put a book together 
with stories of just the Travis families, one of my favorites to work on, especially after learning 
more about the family from a descendant who had more pictures and information about them.  
     E.J Travis had a ranch at what became known as Sunnyside, south of the present day 
townsite of Lund, Nevada.  From newspapers, E.J and his wife left Nevada and moved to 
California in about 1875, where their daughter died and was buried, but Jot continued to work 
in Nevada for a few years.  
    From the index of deeds in the Historical records for Nye County, George Lewis bought the 
ranch at Sunnyside from E.J Travis on 26 October 1880.  I have to get the actual deeds, but 
that makes sense also from the information on the brand of E.J “Jot” Travis in the book, On the 
Hoof in Nevada.  
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1873 

E.J Travis and Chamberlain  
280 acres Sec 32 T7 62E 
80 acres Sec 33 T7 62E 
40 acres Sec 28 T7 62E 
40 acres Sec 29 T7 62E 
40 acres Sec 29 T7 62 E  
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The circle on the plat map is at Emigrant Springs (known as the Riordan Ranch where Marcie 
Jensen lived) 
 
In 1874 Nye County Taxes: 
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1876  
 

    Joe Travis, the cousin of E.J Travis, had property at the head of Currant Creek in 1876.  
    E.J Travis by himself had 320 acres known as Ely Spring Ranch at Sec 32 T7N R62E (south 
of Emigrant Springs)  
    Josiah Travis, a brother of E.J Travis, had a place in Cave Valley at Haggerty. 
    The sad story of Joe Travis is that he and his family were living at 6-Mile Station on the west 
side of Hamilton close to the Green Springs road when he was run over by the plow when he 
was plowing and died shortly after from his injuries.  
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         John Erastus Sorensen (Jens Rasmus) 
​  

 
       I was wrong in thinking that this man  was the grandfather of Loyd Sorensen, who owned 
sheep and lived in White Pine and Elko Counties. Loyd’s son still owns the ranch, which is 
located in both Clover Valley and Ruby Valley, Elko County, NV, but it’s not the same Sorensen 
family.  There was also another John M. Sorensen who came to Preston, Nevada from Utah 
with his family and then moved to Oregon or Washington, but he was not from either family 
either. 
     The following newspaper story of John E. Sorensen’s death by Hamilton is from the free site:  
http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov  John E Sorensen was also a Mormon, according to the 
newspaper story about his death.  He and his family were living in Eureka when he was killed.  
He also had a son named Kermit Lloyd Sorensen.  Most likely they would all be connected 
somehow through their family ancestry from Denmark, but there were too many Sorensen’s with 
the same names living in Nevada in the 1880’s-early 1900’s.  
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Gunnison City Cemetery, Sanpete, Utah 

 

 
     John E. Sorensen’s son, Lloyd Sorensen, (not the same man who was the sheep rancher) 
was the father of Lloyd Kermit Sorensen, who married Joyce Irene Goodman. Joyce’s father 
was Bill Goodman, who was a partner in the Goodman Tidball stores in Ely and other 
businesses.  He also owned land in Preston, Nevada. 
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     Ivan Call, who performed the ceremony, was the father of Carol Call Cripps, the wife of Walt 
Cripps.  Walt was 93 when I helped him for a few months when he was trying to stay by himself 
on his place in Preston, NV.  He had pictures and told stories of riding race horses for Bill 
Goodman.  I’m not exactly sure which property it is, but Walt told me he could have bought the 
Goodman land that was bought by the Rosevear Ranch, probably in the 1950’s-60’s. I have 
more research to do, but I think Goodman may have also owned some of the property now 
owned by the son of Walt Cripps. 
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                      Joyce Goodman Sorensen was my paternal grandfather’s 8th cousin.   
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     ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Book List 
 
         I have quite a list of ‘books’ that I have uploaded to self-published books for the purpose of 
keeping my research pdf’s where I know they won’t be deleted as some of my pdf’s have been 
on google docs, and for people who are interested to read.  I’ve sent quite a few to my father to 
read because of his interest in ‘this part of Nevada’ history, but also because often times it starts 
him off telling me stories from things he remembers hearing in the 65 years he lived in the 
Eureka area. With his eyesight not being good for reading small print, I am able to make the 
print larger for dad to read too.  
    For anyone interested in any of my ‘books’, they can be purchased for my cost of publication 
plus shipping and handling charges, which are usually around $15-$20 per book, depending on 
how many pages each book has. They are by no means professionally published books, they 
are mainly what I have found in researching from records, newspaper articles, genealogy sites, 
findagrave, etc.   
    I don’t have online payments.  A check or money order sent through USPS works best and 
then I can order whatever books someone wants directly from Lulu where I have them published 
and have them sent directly to the person’s address.  
    As I’ve often said, “Someday, I could write several books, but it’s the research that I like to do 
best.”  It’s helped a lot being able to access Nye & Lander County Historical records online.  I 
also spend a lot of time at the White PIne County Recorder’s office looking through record 
books.  
    It’s interesting. I just wish I had been more interested when people who could have told me 
more of the stories were still alive.  But I have to remind myself now, if I didn’t make the effort to 
research and put stories together, who else would make the effort and take the time to do it?  
I’m afraid it’s going to be lost after my generation.  What motivates me most are the stories of 
the people.  I try to imagine what it must have been like for them in the early years of the settling 
of the west.  They came from all over, including from many foreign countries as my own 
grandparents did.  What must it have been like for them?  
   Finding pictures of the people and places are a big bonus in putting their stories together.  As I 
tell people too, “Get your old photos out of their storage prisons and tell their stories while the 
people who are still alive who know them can tell them.”  So many photos will be thrown away 
because they are not identified and because younger generations don’t know their stories.  
 
That’s sad.  Every person has a story.  
 
Rhonda Gardner​
PO Box 215 
Lund, NV  89317 
 
rhondaggardner@protonmail.com 
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