
In the hearing before the Third Division of the COMELEC on 19 January 2004, 

petitioner, in support of his claim, presented several documentary exhibits - 1) a copy 

of the certificate of birth of FPJ, 2) a certified photocopy of an affidavit executed in 

Spanish by Paulita Poe y Gomez attesting to her having filed a case for bigamy and 

concubinage against the father of respondent, Allan F. Poe, after discovering his 

bigamous relationship with Bessie Kelley, 3) an English translation of the affidavit 

aforesaid, 4) a certified photocopy of the certificate of birth of Allan F. Poe, 5) a 

certification issued by the Director of the Records Management and Archives Office, 

attesting to the fact that there was no record in the National Archives that a Lorenzo 

Poe or Lorenzo Pou resided or entered the Philippines before 1907, and 6) a 

certification from the Officer-In-Charge of the Archives Division of the National 

Archives to the effect that no available information could be found in the files of the 

National Archives regarding the birth of Allan F. Poe. 

On his part, respondent, presented twenty-two documentary pieces of evidence, 

the more significant ones being - a) a certification issued by Estrella M. Domingo of the 

Archives Division of the National Archives that there appeared to be no available 

information regarding the birth of Allan F. Poe in the registry of births for San Carlos, 

Pangasinan, b) a certification issued by the Officer-In-Charge of the Archives Division 

of the National Archives that no available information about the marriage of Allan F. Poe 

and Paulita Gomez could be found, c) a certificate of birth of Ronald Allan Poe, d) 

Original Certificate of Title No. P-2247 of the Registry of Deeds for the Province of 

Pangasinan, in the name of Lorenzo Pou, e) copies of Tax Declaration No. 20844, No. 

20643, No. 23477 and No. 23478 in the name of Lorenzo Pou, f) a copy of the 

certificate of death of Lorenzo Pou, g) a copy of the purported marriage contract 

between Fernando Pou and Bessie Kelley, and h) a certification issued by the City Civil 

Registrar of San Carlos City, Pangasinan, stating that the records of birth in the said 

office during the period of from 1900 until May 1946 were totally destroyed during 

World War II. 

On 23 January 2004, the COMELEC dismissed SPA No. 04-003 for lack of 

merit. Three days later, or on 26 January 2004, Fornier filed his motion for 

reconsideration. The motion was denied on 06 February 2004 by the COMELEC en 

banc. On 10 February 2004, petitioner assailed the decision of the COMELEC before 

this Court conformably with Rule 64, in relation to Rule 65, of the Revised Rules of Civil 

Procedure. The petition, docketed G. R. No. 161824, likewise prayed for a temporary 

restraining order, a writ of preliminary injunction or any other resolution that would 

stay the finality and/or execution of the COMELEC resolutions. 

The other petitions, later consolidated with G. R. No. 161824, would include G. R. 

No. 161434, entitled "Maria Jeanette C. Tecson, and Felix B. Desiderio, Jr., vs. The 

Commission on Elections, Ronald Allan Kelley Poe (a.k.a. Fernando Poe, Jr.), and 

Victorino X. Fornier," and the other, docketed G. R. No. 161634, entitled "Zoilo Antonio 

G. Velez, vs. Ronald Allan Kelley Poe, a.k.a. Fernando Poe, Jr.," both challenging the 

jurisdiction of the COMELEC and asserting that, under Article VII, Section 4, paragraph 

7, of the 1987 Constitution, only the Supreme Court had original and exclusive 

jurisdiction to resolve the basic issue on the case. 

 

 


