K& hoach ning ludng mit trdi clia EU tai DPong Nam A bi ket trong cudc chién thucng mai
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EU's solar plans in SE Asia caught in US-China trade war
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Song ngit Viét Anh

(VNTB) - Thué quan ctia Hoa Ky déi vdi hang xuat khau nang lugng mat trdi ciia Pdng Nam A
6 thé lam suy yéu thém cac nha san xuat EU nhung lai hé trg chugng trinh nghi su xanh cua
EU.

Céc cong ty ndng lugng mat trdi do Trung Quéc s& hitu hoat dong tai Pong Nam A — dc biét
la 3 Thai Lan, Viét Nam, Malaysia va Campuchia — dang phai d6i mat véi nhitng thach thic
tiém an do thué quan ctia Hoa Ky tang. Cac quoc gia nay chiém khoang 40% cong suat san
xudt moé-dun nang lugng mat trgi bén ngoai Trung Qudc va ¢ thé sém phai chiu thém thué
quan cta Hoa Ky trong béi canh cé cdo budc ho trd Trung Quéc lach thué nhdp khiu ciia Hoa
Ky.

Pé (ing phd, nhiéu cong ty Trung Quéc da thu hep hoat dong tai Dong Nam A, lam phic tap
thém nd luc md rong cong suat nang ludng mat trdi cda Lién minh chiu Au. Theo S&P Global
Market Intelligence, Dong Nam A chi diing sau Trung Qudc vé san xuat tdm pin mat trdi. Hién
Pdng Nam A chiém han 80% lugng nhap khau ndng lugng mt trdi cia Hoa Ky vao quy IV ndm
2023.



Ndm 2022, chinh quyén Biden da ra |&énh hodn thué quan trong hai nam doi véi hang nhap
khau tam pin mat trdi ti Malaysia, Thai Lan, Campuchia va Viét Nam dé ngan chan su gian
doan trong viéc trién khai nang lugng mat trgi trong khi Hoa Ky md rong quy mé san xuat. Tuy
nhién, lénh hodn nay da hét han vao thang 6 nam 2024, dan dén phan (ing ngay lap tic tl cac
nha san xuat tdm pin mat trgi [6n cGa Trung Quéc.

Cung thang do, cong ty quang dién Trung Quoc Longi Green da thong bao tam duing san xuat
tai mot nha may pin & Viét Nam, trong khi Trinasolar bat dau ngling hoat déng bao dudng tai
cac cd s8 & Thai Lan va Viét Nam.

MGt s6 nha san xuat da chuyén hoat dong san xuat sang Indonesia va Lao, nhiing quoc gia
hién khong phai chiu thué quan clia Hoa Ky. Indra Overland, ngugi diing dau Trung tam
nghién clu nang lugng cla Vién cac van dé qudc té Na Uy, ndi véi DW rang thué quan cé thé
thic day su da dang hda cong nghiép han nifa trong khu vuc, diéu nay khéng nhat thiét la mot
két qua tiéu cuc.

M6t su thay d6i tif Dong Nam A?

Mai lo ngai vé tuong lai cia nganh van con cao. Dau nam nay, B6 Thuong mai Hoa Ky da md
mot cudc diéu tra vé viéc liéu cac nha san xuat nang lugng mat trgi d bon quéc gia Dong Nam
A néi trén cé nhan dudc trg cap clia chinh phii va ban pha gid san pham tai thi trudng Hoa Ky
hay khong.

Vao thang 8, Bloomberg dua tin rang mét sé cdng ty Hoa Ky dang van déng hanh lang dé 4p
mUc thué cao t8i 272% déi v3i tat ca cac mat hang nhap khau nang lugng mat trdi tu cac quéc
gia nay.

“Cé lo ngai, dac biét la néu Donald Trump tai dac cl, vé tinh én dinh cta cac lua chon san xuat
thay thé nay”, Deborah Elms, ngugi diing dau chinh sach thuong mai tai Hinrich Foundation &
Singapore, noi véi DW.

Ba ndi thém, “Néu Hoa Ky tang cudng dan ap cac san pham cé bat ky thanh phan nao cla
Trung Quac, diéu nay sé khién cac nha may & Viét Nam va nhiing ngi khac khoé van chuyén cac
tadm pin mat trdi thanh pham dén Hoa Ky han. C6 kha ndang, mac du hién tai it c6 kha nang xay
ra hdn, rang EU s& lam theo, diéu nay s& [am suy yéu cd hdi kinh doanh cho cac khoan dau tu
vao Péng Nam A”,

Trong nam qua, hai trong s6 cac cong ty nang lugng mat trgi [8n nhat thé gidi, Jinko Solar va

TCL Zhonghuan, d3 cdng bé cac khoan dau tu dang ké vao Trung Dong.

Tuy nhién, cdc nha phan tich tin rang cac nha san xuat nang lugng mat trdi [6n cda Trung
Qudc s& khdng s8m r&i khoi Dong Nam A. Bat chap mdic thué quan cao hon clia Hoa Ky, cac
cong ty nay van dugc ky vong sé thu dudc Igi nhudn tuf thi truéng Hoa Ky.



Trong khi EU d3 ap thué déi v8i hang nhap khau nang lugng mat trGi ctia Trung Quac, thi ho
d3 ndi ldng hon ddi vdi hang nhap khau tir Dong Nam A. Hoa Ky va EU ¢ nhitng muc tiéu khac
nhau: “Hoa Ky tap trung vao viéc xdy dung san xuat trong nudc, trong khi uu tién ctia chau Au
l& ddm bao c6 di tam pin dé 1ap dat”, Elms cho biét.

Mdc du mot s6 nha san xuat tdm pin mat trdi da dong clfa hoat dong tai Malaysia, Viét Nam va
Thai Lan, nhiéu nha san xuat van tiép tuc hoat dong va dang tim cach thic day xuat khau sang
An D6 va chau Au.

Céc nha phan tich cdnh bdo rang tinh trang du thifa tdm pin mat trdi do Pong Nam A san xuat
6 thé lam suy yéu nganh san xuat tdm pin mat trgi trong nudc ctia EU. Theo Wood Mackenzie,
cac mo-dun nang lugng mat trgi do EU san xuat c6 gia khoang 0,34 d6 la (0,31 euro) cho moi
watt, so véi 0,15 dé la cho mbi watt & Trung Quéc va Dong Nam A.

Mét Igi ich cho chudng trinh nghi su' xanh cia chéu Au

Mét khdc, viéc gidm xudt khdu nding luong mdt trdi tir Béng Nam A sang Hoa Ky do thué quan
6 thé dan dén gida giam khi cdc nha san xudt Trung Quéc trong khu vuc tim kiém thi trudng mdi.
Overland cho biét “Tém pin mdt trdi Déng Nam A c6 thé tran ngdp thi trudng EU khi bi loai khéi

W)

Hoa Ky’.

Mot két qua khdc cia viéc tdng thué quan cé thé la tdng kha ndng cung cdp tdm pin mdt trdi
trong chinh khu vuc Déng Nam A. “Pdy sé& ld mét dién bién tich cuc’, Overland luu y, “vi cdc quéc
gia nay dd tut hdu trong qud trinh chuyén doéi ndng luong cta ho. Nhiéu tam pin mdt trdi hon
cling c6 kha ndng duoc chuyén hudng dén cdac khu vuc dang phdt trién khdc, diéu nay cé loi”.

Viéc ¢ nhiéu tdm pin mat trdi hon 8 Pong Nam A cé thé hé trg chudng trinh nghi su xanh clia
EU trong khu vuc.

Trong khi Pdng Nam A ddng gbp khoang 5% lugng khi thai toan ciu, Cs quan Nang lugng
Quéc té€ du dodn rang lugng khi thai CO2 clia khu vuc nay c6 thé tang |én 2,4 gigaton vao ndm
2040, tang 71% so vGi mifc nam 2018.

Theo Bao cao Nang lugng Toan cau gan day, cong suat nang lugng mat trdi va gid trong khu
vuc da tang 20% vao nam 2023, dat hon 28 gigawatt (GW). V3i cd sd thly dién dang ké, su tang
trudng nay dua khai nay tién gan dén muc tiéu cong suat nang lugng tai tao la 35% vao nam
2025.

https://vietnamthoibao.org/vntb-ke-hoach-nang-luong-mat-troi-cua-eu-tai-dong-nam-a-bi-k
et-trong-cuoc-chien-thuong-mai-my-trung/
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US tariffs on Southeast Asian solar exports could further weaken solar panel producers in the
European Union, but also help the EU's green agenda.

EU-made solar modules are estimated to cost around $0.34 (€0.31) per watt, compared to
$0.15 per watt in China and Southeast Asialmage: Thomas Imo/photothek/imago images

Chinese-owned solar companies operating in Southeast Asia — particularly in Thailand,
Vietnam, Malaysia and Cambodia — are facing potential challenges due to rising US tariffs.
These countries account for around 40% of solar module production capacity outside of
China and may soon be subject to additional US tariffs amid accusations of aiding China in
circumventing US import duties.

In response, many Chinese firms have scaled back operations in Southeast Asia, complicating
the European Union's efforts to expand its solar capacity. Southeast Asia, second only to
Chinain solar panel production, accounted for over 80% of US solar imports by the fourth
quarter of 2023, according to S&P Global Market Intelligence.

In 2022, the Biden administration ordered a two-year tariff reprieve for solar panel imports
from Malaysia, Thailand, Cambodia and Vietnam to prevent disruptions in domestic solar
deployment while US manufacturing scaled up. However, this moratorium expired in June
2024, leading to immediate reactions from major Chinese-owned solar panel producers.

In that same month, the Chinese photovoltaic company Longi Green announced the
suspension of production at a battery plant in Vietnam, while Trina Solar initiated
maintenance shutdowns at its facilities in Thailand and Vietnam.

Is it so bad that China is dominating the solar race?

Some manufacturers have shifted production to Indonesia and Laos, which currently do not
face US tariffs. Indra Overland, head of the Norwegian Institute of International Affairs' Center
for Energy Research, told DW that tariffs could promote further industrial diversification in the
region, which is not necessarily a negative outcome.

A shift from Southeast Asia?



Concerns about the industry's future remain high. Earlier this year, the US Department of
Commerce launched an investigation into whether solar producers

in the four aforementioned Southeast Asian countries were receiving government subsidies
and dumping products in the US market. In August, Bloomberg reported that some US firms
are lobbying for tariffs as high as 272% on all solar imports from these nations.

"There is concern, particularly if Donald Trump gets reelected, about the stability of these
alternative manufacturing choices," Deborah Elms, head of trade policy at the Hinrich
Foundation in Singapore, told DW.

"If the US intensifies its crackdown on products with any Chinese content, it will make it
harder for plants in Vietnam and elsewhere to ship finished solar panels to the US," she
added. "It's possible, though currently less likely, that the EU would follow suit, which would
weaken the business case for investments in Southeast Asia."

Over the past year, two of the world's largest solar companies, Jinko Solar and TCL
Zhonghuan, have announced significant investments in the Middle East.

EU's solar industry in crisis despite new 2040 climate goals

However, analysts believe that major Chinese solar producers will not leave Southeast Asia
anytime soon. Despite higher US tariffs, these companies are still expected to profit from the
American market.

While the EU has imposed tariffs on Chinese solar imports, it has been more lenient with
imports from Southeast Asia. The US and the EU have differing objectives: "The US is focused
on building domestic production, while Europe's priority is ensuring there are enough panels
available for installation," said Elms.

Though some solar panel manufacturers have shut down operations in Malaysia, Vietnam and
Thailand, many remain open and are looking to boost exports to India and Europe.

Analysts warn that a surplus of Southeast Asian-produced solar panels could undermine the
EU's domestic solar manufacturing industry. According to Wood Mackenzie, EU-made solar
modules cost around $0.34 (€0.31) per watt, compared to $0.15 per watt in China and
Southeast Asia.

A boon for Europe's green agenda

On the other hand, reduced solar exports from Southeast Asia to the US due to tariffs could
lead to falling prices as Chinese manufacturers in the region seek new markets. "Southeast
Asian solar panels could flood the EU market as they are squeezed out of the US," said
Overland.



An additional outcome of rising tariffs could be increased solar panel availability within
Southeast Asia itself. "This would be a positive development,” Overland noted, "as these
countries have lagged in their energy transition. More panels are also likely to be redirected to
other developing regions, which is beneficial."

Can solar-powered cars ever be a viable alternative?

Greater solar panel availability in Southeast Asia could support the EU's green agenda in the
region.

While Southeast Asia contributes roughly 5% of global emissions, the International Energy
Agency has predicted that its CO2 emissions could rise to 2.4 gigatons by 2040

,a71% increase from 2018 levels.
Solar and wind capacity in the region grew by 20% in 2023, reaching more than 28 gigawatts

, according to a recent Global Energy Monitor report. With a substantial base of hydropower,
this growth brings the bloc close to its renewable energy capacity target of 35% by 2025, GEM
reports.
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