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LONG BIO

Manuel Maqueda is an international teacher, speaker and innovator with a focus on
restoring the balance of living systems, and reversing climate change.

Maqueda teaches Applied Circular Economics and Regenerative Economics at Harvard
University -Division of Continuing Education. He created the Circular Economy Online Course
at the University of California, Berkeley and the Circular Economy Program at UCLA
Extension. He teaches and lectures on Circular and Regenerative Economics and Innovation
at other international universities and business schools.

Recognized as an expert in plastic pollution, Manuel Maqueda is co-founder of several
notable organizations, such as the Plastic Pollution Coalition, and SUPER (Single-Use
Plastics Elimination or Reduction), a nonprofit enabling businesses to eliminate single-use
plastics through a tiered certification program.

As a forward-thinker, Manuel is member of the Strategic Foresight Board of the Circular
Economy Alliance and has consulted for notable futurist organizations, such as
Jeff-Bezos-funded Long Now Foundation, dedicated to fostering long-term thinking in the
context of the next 10,000 years.

Manuel researches how Artificial Intelligence can partner with human ingenuity to enable a
regenerative economy. He co-founded Viento.ai, an organization pioneering the use of
machine learning to design proactive responses to climate disasters.

As a speaker, Manuel Maqueda's clients include Google, Uber, Salesforce, Santander,
LinkedIn, NASA, Institute for the Future, Dell, Foresight Institute, Green Festival, Circular City
Week, New Plastics Economy Conference, Plastic-Free World and the Government of the
State of Washington, among dozens of others.

Manuel Maqueda's speaking style is mind-opening, memorable, and empowering,.




KEYNOTES

The Circular Economy Revolution: it's not what you think, but how you think

Few concepts are more misunderstood and yet more pivotal to business and ecological
innovation and success. In this myth-busting talk you will get a grasp of pivotal circular
economy concepts and gain actionable insights on how to incorporate circular thinking into
your daily business.

The future of sustainability: are you ready for the disruption?

Did you know that over 90% of the value created by our economy is destroyed in less than
one year, and turned into waste? Gain actionable insights on how to overcome challenges
and leverage opportunities in the unavoidable transition to a circular and regenerative
economy, which is worth trillions, and it's bound to create millions of jobs while turning
business models inside-out.

Regenerative economics: the next frontier for sustainability

Are you ready to embrace regeneration? Sustainability may make you more eco-efficient,
circular business models may make you more competitive, resilient and eco-effective; but
only regenerative thinking can provide the right framework for exponential innovation and
climate change mitigation. Gain actionable insights on how to overcome challenges and
leverage opportunities in this transition.

Sustainability: how to fail miserably at it

Fraught with real-world examples and metrics, this eye-opening and actionable journey will
take you along six common ways of thinking and talking about sustainability that are
guaranteed to fail miserably at delivering impact -and which may damage your brand and
your reputation in the process, too.




Climate action failure guaranteed. When simple but wrong defeats complicated
but right

Mainstream climate change mitigation strategies focused on decarbonizing energy and
transport are likely headed for a spectacular failure. Learn three overlooked ways of thinking
that will unlock new and more effective ways to think about climate action for leaders,
businesses and governments alike.

Eight inconvenient truths about plastics. Everything you didn't know you don't
know about plastics

A deep dive into the often misrepresented and misunderstood reality of plastic pollution and
its impacts on the environment and public health. This eye-opening talk will be punctuated
by actionable insights, do's and don'ts, and challenges and opportunities for businesses and
our society at large to innovate our way towards a future free of plastic pollution.

Journey to Midway

In this talk we will use the behind-the-scenes story of the making of the award-winning
documentary film Albatross to learn about the relationship between humans, place, and
ecology; and to envision possible futures for our species. Using breathtaking photos and
footage, we will travel virtually to Midway, a remote marine sanctuary in the Pacific, and
witness the lives of majestic seabirds that feed their chicks plastic garbage instead of food.
In the process we will explore the power of art, storytelling, and film to transform the world.

Will Al destroy, or save the world?

From preventing extreme weather events to enabling regenerative businesses, Al and
related exponential technologies are poised to become angular tools in enabling climate
action, industrial symbiosis, circular economics, and planetary regeneration at scale. This
eye-opening talk will be punctuated by actionable insights, and reveal key challenges and
opportunities for businesses and our society at large.




REQUIREMENTS

Fees
USA LATAM EUROPE ASIA/
In person conference MIDDLE EAST
Expenses not included
15.500 USD 15.500 USD 10.000 € 15.000€
Virtual conference 6.500€

Travel logistics

Travel

Business class / Fully flexible

Hotel

Five-star hotel

Ground transportation

Origin and destination

Based on

Madrid

Companion/s

No




PHOTO GALLERY
(click here to download the photos)

VIDEO GALLERY

We can reduce waste to fight climate change

2023
YouTube

Circular Economy
2022

5’ Vision

The New Radical
2011
YouTube



https://drive.google.com/drive/u/0/folders/13kDGLAYj8SURMUKXZwvSQuY-8rdIwBf0
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/19ON1tN6Isu5Ro1q9oKNKDqgqFs0BgsXt
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NlWgguPbiHw&t=257s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=okXhDQxxxCk&list=PLl4VZf1iXrMVTVtYYbCF1KGEVfCnyCEDg&index=36
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WlMS-LuRIYc&t=305s

