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ABSTRACT:

Species of Heterotopia

From Ellis Island to Leros Island

This ongoing research on 'Species of Heterotopia,' integrating my creative artwork to explore the
concept in various contexts. Heterotopia, as coined by Michel Foucault, refers to "other
spaces"—real, tangible places existing outside conventional spatial norms. My investigation
examines whether heterotopias can manifest in spaces of social confinement such as asylums,
prisons, and psychiatric clinics. Where individuals use minimal personal belongings and limited
external contact to create personal space through art.

This project further compares the carceral conditions of Ellis Island in New York and the island
of Leros in Greece, highlighting their similarities despite apparent differences. Both locations,
with their histories of occupation and confinement, serve as paradigms of heterotopia in
continuity.

The comparative study of Ellis Island and Leros underscores the symbolic and ideological
parallels between different forms of confinement and exile.



