Day of the Dead in Westport Cemetery, November 5th, 2022

For the first time in Westport, there will be a Day of the Dead (Dia de los Muertos) celebration in
our own Westport Cemetery from 4:30-6pm with the movie, Coco, following at the Community
Center on November 5th around 6:30pm.

This is in remembrance of friends or family who have passed away. It is traditionally a two day
or more event-usually held on October 31st, with continued celebrations on November 1-2. ltis
believed that on the 1st of November little babies and angels visit their loved ones on earth from
Heaven and adults who have passed visit on the 2nd. It is an Aztec celebration that started in
the 1500’s and is still celebrated and beloved today in Mexico and in many parts of the United
States by multiple cultures as well.

We chose to celebrate on November 5th as in some areas of Mexico Day of the Dead is
celebrated for the entire month. We also know Halloween is a big time in Westport and wanted
to give ample recovery time.

It is the first time ever this event has been planned to occur in Westport!
Please bring dishes that were favorites of your loved ones who have passed away as
contributions to the appetizer-potluck at the cemetery. In addition, bring objects that had

significance with your loved ones who have passed.

Please bring a photograph of a passed away loved one -if possible so we can create a Day of
the Dead altar on a table that evening.

We will also be cleaning and beautifying the cemetery. A committee is in place to keep it tidy
and restore its usual setting the next day after the celebration.

We will have pinatas, music, and face painting as well as Day of the Dead bread and hot
chocolate after at the Community Center.



Sean Hathorn will be playing Spanish style guitar during the celebration at the cemetery.

Day of the dead costumes are encouraged such as loosely worn Victorian Wear, colorful hats,
top hats, and skeleton outfits.

Please bring flowers to put on graves. We will provide some flowers, glass jars and water.

The Children's fund will provide flash lights to all families.

We encourage people to bring LED candles, solar lights or battery operated lanterns if possible.
A Westport fire person will be present with a fire extinguisher and first aid kit.

We will be showing the Disney Movie “Coco” (which has a Day of the Dead theme) at the

Westport community center afterwards. We will be serving Pan Muerto and Hot Chocolate at
the community center.

This is a free family, multi-cultural event and we hope to see you all there.

This event is a collaboration between TLC (theTransition Learning Center from FBUSD), The
Mendocino Coast Children’s Fund, and the Westport Cemetary District.

If you have any questions or would like to help out in any way, please contact Erin Brazill,
Juliana Sanchez at the Children's Fund at community@mccf.info, 707-962-8111

Here is an informational article about Day of the Dead that you might enjoy.
https://www.theplazarestaurant.com/the-history-of-day-of-the-dead-dia-de-los-muertos/

(Spainish translation and photo inspirations on next page)
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Dia de Muertos en el cementerio de Westport, 5 de noviembre de 2022

Por primera vez habra una celebracion Dia de los Muertos en nuestro propio Cementerio de
Westport de 4:30 a 6:00 p. m. seguido de una pelicula en el Centro Comunitario el 5 de
Noviembre alrededor de las 6:30 p. m.

Esto en recuerdo de amigos o familiares que han fallecido. Es tradicionalmente un evento de 2
dias 0 mas. Por lo general, se organiza el 31 de octubre y luego se celebra el 1y 2 de
noviembre. Se cree que el 1 de Noviembre los pequefios bebés y los angeles visitan a sus
seres queridos en la tierra desde el Cielo y el segundo es cuando los adultos que han pasado
visitan la tierra. Es una celebracion Azteca que comenzo en los afios 1500 y todavia se celebra
y se ama hoy en México y también en partes de los Estados Unidos.

Elegimos celebrar el 5 de Noviembre ya que en algunas areas de México se celebra durante
todo el mes, y sabemos que Halloween es un gran momento en Westport y queriamos brindar
un amplio tiempo de recuperacion.

iEs la primera vez que este evento ocurre en Westport!

Por favor traiga platos que fueron amados por seres queridos que han fallecido o
contribuciones a la comida compartida de aperitivos en el Cementerio, y traiga objetos que
tengan un significado para nuestros seres queridos que han fallecido.

Por favor traiga una fotografia de un ser querido fallecido, si es posible para que podamos crear
un altar del Dia de los Muertos en una mesa ese dia.

También estaremos limpiando y embelleciendo el cementerio. Se ha establecido un comité para
mantenerlo ordenado después de la celebracion.

Tendremos pifiatas, musica y pintura facial y después se proporcionara pan y chocolate caliente
del Dia de los Muertos en el Centro Comunitario.

Sean Hawthorn, tocara guitarra estilo espafiol durante la celebracion.
Se recomiendan los disfraces del Dia de los Muertos, como ropa victoriana holgada, sombreros
coloridos y atuendos de esqueleto.



Favor de traer flores para poner en las tumbas, proporcionaremos algunas flores, frascos de
vidrio y agua.

El fondo de nifos en la costa proporcionara linternas a toda la familia.
Alentamos a las personas a que traigan velas LED si es posible, pero un bombero estara
presente.

Después mostraremos la pelicula de Disney “Coco” en el centro comunitario. Estaremos
sirviendo Pan Muerto y Chocolate Caliente.

Este es un evento familiar gratuito y multicultural y esperamos verlos a todos alli.
Si tiene alguna pregunta o desea ayudar de alguna manera, comuniquese con Erin Brazil,

ebrazill@FBUSD.US, o Juliana Sanchez en Children's Fund en community@mccf.info,
707-962-8111
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