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https://docs.google.com/a/google.com/forms/d/19AJmnJuG_JWdOTSf0B_kL1DFemE8bbkJbZ42Iz6uDx0/viewform


 

Simple to use  
 

 

Get Gmail faster on iOS  

Released March 5, 2014                    ​   Share with your users        
 

What’s new:  Whether you’re checking your email first thing in the morning or as you’re waiting in line at 
the grocery store, you want to get your messages as quickly as possible. With this update to the Gmail iOS 
App, it’s easier to do just that. 

How it works: The app now fully supports background app refresh, which means your Gmail messages 
will be pre-fetched and synced so they’re right there when you open the app—no more annoying pauses 
while you wait for your inbox to refresh. This feature requires iOS 7, and you’ll also need to turn on 
background app refresh and notifications (badge or any other type) for the Gmail app. 

The Gmail app also now supports sign-in across Google iOS apps, including Maps, Drive, YouTube, and 
Chrome. Sign in to one, and you’ll be signed in to all (this also works for signing out). So you won’t have to 
type in that 27-character password or retrieve your 2-step verification code every time you navigate to 
another Google app. You may need to re-login after you update the app, but then you’ll be all set.  

For more information, click here. 

Increase in max file size in Drive 

Released March 14, 2014                    ​   Share with your users        
 
What’s new: We've increased the max file size in Drive from 10 GB to 1 TB! Your users can now upload 
very very large files, such as video recordings, CAD designs, and any form of rich media to Google Drive, 
and access it anywhere on any device—and easily share it with their co-workers.  
​
How it works: No action needed from administrators or end users—one of the many joys of services 
delivered from the Cloud.   
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https://itunes.apple.com/app/gmail/id422689480?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/app/gmail/id422689480?mt=8
http://support.apple.com/kb/ht4211
http://support.apple.com/kb/ht4211
https://support.google.com/accounts/answer/180744
http://gmailblog.blogspot.com/2014/03/get-your-mail-faster-on-gmail-ios-app.html


 

 

Hangout links in Calendar events automatically 
 

Released March 25, 2014                    ​   Share with your users        Admin action needed  
 

What’s new:  New Calendar events will now have 
a Hangouts video call link added automatically to 
save time and reduce last minute confusion and 
delays when event creators forget to add a 
Hangouts link. Additionally, users can change the 
name of their Hangouts video links. 

 

How it works: Users don’t need to take any additional action when setting up meetings. Hangouts video 
calls are only added to the event created if the user has an active Google+ profile. As an admin, you can 
disable this feature through the Calendar settings page in the Admin console.  
 
For more information, click here. 
 

Edit images right in Google Slides and Drawings 

Released March 26, 2014                    ​   Share with your users              
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What’s new:  Slides and Drawings now lets you 
crop, apply shape masks, and add borders to 
your images right within your presentation and 
drawings. 
 
For more information, check out the Google 
Enterprise Blog site.  
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https://support.google.com/a/answer/4362302
http://googleenterprise.blogspot.com/2014/03/edit-images-right-in-google-slides-and.html
http://googleenterprise.blogspot.com/2014/03/edit-images-right-in-google-slides-and.html
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Enterprise grade security  
 

Gmail security: HTTPS-only and 99.978% availability 

Released March 20, 2014                    ​   Share with your users              
 
Your email is important to you, and making sure it stays safe and always available has always been 
important to us. Gmail has supported HTTPS since the day it launched, and in 2010 we made HTTPS the 
default.  
 
What’s new: Starting today, Gmail will always use an encrypted HTTPS connection when you check or 
send email. Today's change means that no one can listen in on your messages as they go back and forth 
between you and Gmail’s servers. So your users can work from anywhere—coffee shop, airport, 
home—without worrying about security.   
 
For more information, see the blog post. 
 

Hangouts controls: Warning when chatting outside the company 

Released March 3, 2014                    ​   Share with your users              Admin action needed     
 

In November, we added security controls to make Hangouts work better 
for businesses, schools, and governments. These included capabilities 
such as limiting Hangout chat messages to being internal-only and 
setting chat history to off by default.  
​
What’s new:  Admins can now enable a setting that warns users when 
chatting out of their own domain. In case of group chats, the chat 
conversations will be split when the first person from outside the domain 
is added to the discussion. This will prevent external users from seeing 
previous internal discussions.These features are only available in the 
desktop. We are working on adding them to the Hangouts mobile apps 
soon. 

 

For more information, check out the Help Center.  
 
Google+ controls: Admins can now set default profile discoverability  

Released March 25, 2014                    ​   Share with your users              Admin action needed    
 
Collaborating with customers and partners outside the company using Google+ is important to our 
customers. However, you may not want all of your employee profiles on Google+ to be visible in public 
web searches.  
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http://gmailblog.blogspot.com/2008/07/making-security-easier.html
http://gmailblog.blogspot.com/2010/01/default-https-access-for-gmail.html
http://gmailblog.blogspot.com/2010/01/default-https-access-for-gmail.html
http://gmailblog.blogspot.com/2014/03/staying-at-forefront-of-email-security.html
http://googleenterprise.blogspot.com/2013/11/making-it-easier-to-bring-hangouts-to.html
https://support.google.com/a/answer/4213661
https://support.google.com/a/answer/4213661


 

What’s new: Now Google Apps admins have the ability to set the default state for Google+ profile 
discoverability.  
 
How it works: The setting is available for customers who have enabled Premium Features, and is 
checked on by default, so please remember to change this default to make profiles non-discoverable. 
  
For more information, check out the blog post, or learn how to set the default for profile discoverability. 

Apps as a platform 
 

Docs and Sheets with add-ons 

Released March 11, 2014                    ​   Share with your users        Admin action needed 

What’s new:  Last month we launched add-ons—new tools created by developer partners that give you 
even more features in your documents and spreadsheets. Users can use add-ons to send mail marketing 
campaign from Google docs, create address labels, launch business workflows, and more.    

  

 

 

How it works: Users can browse through add-ons, in the Add-ons menu bar, select Get add-ons of any 
open document or spreadsheet. Once they install an add-on, it becomes available across all of their 
documents or spreadsheets—and they can start using it right away. 

Admin note: Add-ons are enabled by default. Admins have the option to disable add-ons through Drive 
settings. Add-ons for spreadsheets are only available in the new Google Sheets 

For more information, see the blog post. 

 

Additional updates 
 

Change in consumer Drive pricing 
Released March 13, 2014                    ​                
 
What’s new: We've lowered the price of our monthly consumer Drive storage plans to $1.99 for 100 GB 
(previously $4.99), $9.99 for 1 TB (previously $49.99), and $99.99 for 10 TB. Like before, storage 
continues to work across Drive, Gmail and Google+ Photos, and the 15 GB plan remains free. 
 
Admin note: The changes in consumer Drive pricing does not change Admin purchased storage. 
 
For more information, see the blog post. 
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http://support.google.com/a/answer/2701307
http://googleappsupdates.blogspot.com/2014/03/admin-default-setting-for-google.html
http://support.google.com/a/answer/4524919
https://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=lZqX6ocwHWU
https://support.google.com/a/answer/182076?hl=en
https://support.google.com/a/answer/182076?hl=en
http://googledrive.blogspot.com/2013/12/newsheets.html
http://googleenterprise.blogspot.com/2014/03/bring-little-something-extra-to-docs.html
http://googledrive.blogspot.com/2014/03/save-more-with-google-drive.html


 

 
 
 
 
 
Ending support for Google Apps Connector for Blackberry Server 
Released March 5, 2014                    ​   Share with your users                 
 
What’s new: Google Apps Connector for BlackBerry Enterprise Server allows BlackBerry 7 OS and older 
devices to connect to Google Apps through the BlackBerry Enterprise Server (BES). However, BlackBerry 
no longer supports the version of BES that the Connector needs. The latest BlackBerry devices also do not 
require a BES. As a result, we’re ending support and turning off the services for the Google Apps 
Connector for BlackBerry Enterprise Servers on March 5, 2015. 
 
Note: This affects any Google Apps user with a BlackBerry OS 7 or older device connecting to Google 
Apps with a BlackBerry Enterprise Server version 5.0.3. 
 
For more information, check out the blog post. 
 
 

New Birthday release track   

Released April 1, 2014                    ​   Share with your users ​            Admin action needed 
 

 
Scheduled 
Release  

Rapid  
Release  

Birthday  
Release 

Back in 2012, we announced the Scheduled and Rapid release tracks to help admins manage feature 
rollouts to users. Today, we're excited to introduce the Birthday release track. Add your users' date of birth 
date to their Apps profile, and they receive a year's worth of Google Apps features all at once on their 
special day. IT admins can help users with change management to the next year of life with a gift of 125+ 
new Gmail, Calendar, and other updates. (Note: With the annual Birthday release, a feature might 
occasionally appear as new and deprecated simultaneously.) 
 
For more information, click here.  
 
 
 
 

 
Thanks for checking out our newsletter!  

We’d really appreciate your thoughts on how we can make this work best for you. 
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http://googleappsupdates.blogspot.com/2014/03/ending-support-for-google-apps.html
http://whatsnew.googleapps.com/release-tracks
https://www.google.com/search?q=April+Fools+Day&oq=April+Fools+Day&aqs=chrome..69i57j0l5.4111j0j7&sourceid=chrome&es_sm=119&ie=UTF-8#q=April+Fool's+Day
https://docs.google.com/a/google.com/forms/d/19AJmnJuG_JWdOTSf0B_kL1DFemE8bbkJbZ42Iz6uDx0/viewform
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