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Dnesni svét se az priliS podoba svétu, v némz se zrodila ruska revoluce, na to, aby
nas to nechavalo klidnymi.

Zijeme v obdobi smutnych stoletych vyro&i. Rok 2014 pfinesl prvni z nich - vypuknuti
prvni svétové valky, ktera zniCila liberalni svétovy fad. V roce 2016 jsme si pfipomnéli
vyroCi bitvy na Sommé, ktera je povazovana za jeden z nejkrvavéjSich konfliktl vojenské
historie. V roce 2017 pak uplyne sto let od doby, kdy se v Rusku dostal k moci Lenin. Jeho
pu€ vedl k Fadé naslednych tragédii: Stalinové vzestupu k moci, smrti vice nez 20 milion
lidi v disledku kolektivizace zemédélstvi a nucené industrializace; a ¢aste¢né - v reakci na
komunismus - k nastupu Hitlera, Mussoliniho a Franca.

Od poslednich dna druhé svétové valky sméfovala politika Zapadu k tomu, aby zajistila, ze
opét nenastanou problémy zplUsobené at’ uz levicovym, nebo pravicovym autoritarstvim.
Spojenci proto vytvorili trojici globalnich instituci - Svétovou banku, Mezinarodni ménovy
fond a Organizaci spojenych narodl -, které mély stabilizovat svétovou ekonomiku a
pfedchazet dalSim konfliktdm. VétSina zemi vybudovala (&i posilila) socialni staty s cilem
vytvofit bezpeCnostni sité a predpoklady pro budouci pfilezitosti. Amerika vedla politiku,
ktera nejprve omezila expanzi Sovétského svazu a nasledné vedla k jeho kolapsu.

Tento zlaty vék spéje ke svému konci. Dnes je to spiSe pravice nez levice, kdo rozpoutava
prvni vazné spory: v Britanii jsou to stoupenci Brexitu a v Americe Donald Trump.
Podobnosti mezi kolapsem liberalniho svétového fadu z roku 1917 a dneSkem jsou
zjevné. Zadinaji atmosférou obdobi Fin de siecle (poznamka pod &arou). Ctyficet let pred
ruskou revoluci nastala léta liberalniho triumfalismu, kdy svobodny trh (vedeny Brity)
propojil svét. V Britanii a v Americe zvitézila liberalni demokracie. A zdalo se, Ze totéz se
stane i jinde. Roky po roce 1980 pfinesly podobné obdobi triumfalismu. Globalizace
(vedena Amerikou) se neoblomné rozS$ifila a znasobil se pocet zemi, které bylo mozné
oznacit jako demokratické. Pravicovi a levicovi politici mezi sebou soutézili v tom, kdo vice
projevi svou vérnost Washingtonské dohodé.

Svét byl nastésti uSetfen dalSi svétové valky (prestoZe nékteré Casti Blizkého vychodu
jsou v plamenech). Do oc€i ale biji jiné paralely s obdobim pfed sto lety. V Americe Trump
slibuje, ze zatoCi s celym liberalnim svétovym fad: nejen se svobodnym trhem a liberalnimi
hodnotami, ale také s alianci proti darebackym statim (poznamka). Britska premiérka
Theresa Mayova se snazi dostat svou zemi z Evropské unie. Trumpovo vitézstvi
pravdépodobné povzbudi ostatni zapadni autority jako Marine Le Penovou a posili
protizapadni autority, zejména Vladimira Putina. Ten je - mnohem spiSe nez odchazejici
prezident Obama - ztélesnénim ducha své doby.



This is a period of miserable centenaries. First, in 2014, came that of the outbreak of the
first world war, which destroyed the liberal order. Then, in 2016, that of the Battle of the
Somme, one of the bloodiest conflicts in military history. In 2017 it will be 100 years since
Lenin seized power in Russia. Lenin’s putsch led to a succession of tragedies: Stalin’s rise
to power; the death of more than 20m people as a result of the collectivisation of
agriculture and forced industrialisation,; and, partly in reaction to communism, the rise of
Hitler, Mussolini and Franco.

From the dying days of the second world war onwards, Western policy was dedicated to
making sure that the problems that had produced authoritarianism, both left and right,
could not occur again. The Allies created a triad of global institutions—the World Bank, the
International Monetary Fund and the United Nations—that were supposed to stabilise the
global economy and prevent conflict. Most countries built (or reinforced) welfare states to
provide safety nets and ladders of opportunity. America led a policy of containment that
first limited the expansion of the Soviet Union and then led to its collapse.

Yet this golden age is coming to an end. This time the first shots are being fired by the right
rather than the left, by the Brexiteers in Britain and Donald Trump in America. But the
similarities between the collapse of the liberal order in 1917 and today are stark. They start
with the fin de siécle atmosphere. The 40 years before the Russian revolution were years
of liberal triumphalism. Free trade (led by the British) brought the world together. Liberal
democracy triumphed in Britain and America and looked like the coming thing elsewhere.
The years from 1980 were a similar period of triumphalism. Globalisation (led by America)
advanced relentlessly. The number of countries that qualified as democracies multiplied.
Politicians of the right and left competed to demonstrate their fealty to the “Washington
consensus”.

The world has thankfully been spared another total war (though parts of the Middle East
are in flames). But other parallels are striking. In America Mr Trump promises to take a
pitchfork to the entire liberal order: not just to free trade and liberal values but also to
global alliances against rogue regimes. In Britain Theresa May, the prime minister, is trying
to extricate her country from the European Union. Mr Trump’s victory will embolden other
Western authoritarians, such as Marine Le Pen and strengthen anti-Western
authoritarians, notably Viadimir Putin. Mr Putin is much more the embodiment of the spirit
of his age than is the outgoing American president, Barack Obama.

Ci je to vina a co je potieba udélat?

Cast viny Ize pfigist na ukor nahod&. Kdyby Demokraté nenominovali Hillary Clintonovou,
ztélesnéni upadajiciho establiSmentu, nemuseli prohrat volby. A kdyby se David Cameron
nerozhodl pro osudovy experiment s pfimou demokracii, nemuseli se dnes Britové
pfipravovat na odchod z EU. Ale na viné je také samotny liberalni svétovy fad.



Globalni ekonomika pfinesla nejbohatSim lidem pfili§ mnoho vyhod: jednomu procento
nejbohatSich Ameri€anu stoupl podil Cistych ziski po zdanéni z hodnoty 8 procentnich
bodu dosazenych v roce 1979 na 17 procentnich bodd dosazenych v roce 2007. A
budoucnost v mnoha ohledech vypada jesté hidfe nez souCasnost. Rust produktivity se
zastavil. Pokud se tento vyvoj nezméni, stane se politika nevyhnutelné bojem o porcovani
kolaCe. Technicti giganti jako Google a Amazon se té€Si podiliim na trhu, jaké tu naposledy
byly na konci 19. stoleti, v obdobi bezuzdnych kapitalist(, ktefi si v cesté za zbohatnutnim
nebrali servitky (poznamka - termin robbar baron oznacuje podnikatele z éry 19. stoleti).

Jak mohou liberalové zachranit to, co z liberalniho svétového Fadu zstava? Castedné tak,
Ze se budou duraznéji branit. Ze budou napfiklad upozorfiovat na to, Ze globalizace
vytahla miliony lidi z chudoby a Ze deglobalizace by zhorSila dnesni ekonomické strasti.
Obzvlasté Putin vede - strachem a podvodem - zemi, jejiz ekonomicka sila upada a jejiz
obyvatelé jsou zachvaceni chudobou a chorobou. | dalSi silaci po celém svété jsou o dost
meéneé drsnéjsi, nez o sobé prohlasuiji.

Ale kapitani liberalismu musi délat vic, nez jen porad dokola opakovat unavené mantry.
Musi se zacit vaznéji zabyvat imigraci. Kontrolovat svuj instinkt a nepfehlizet mensinové
skupiny, jako napfiklad evangelikalni kiestani. Méli by také zdvojnasobit svoji snahu Fesit
nejpalCivéjSi problémy kapitalismu. Velka nerovnost ohroZuje stabilitu. Ekonomicka
koncentrace umoznuje firmam ziskavat rekordni zisky. Pfehnana regulace vede lidi z
byznysu k neshodam. Navrat bolSanstvi si uz vyzadal velkou dan. Aby liberalové zastauvili
pokracujici rozklad, musi pfemyslet jasnéji a konat rozhodnéji/raznéji.

Who’s guilty and what is to be done?

Some of the blame for this lies with happenstance. The Democrats might not have lost the
election if they hadn’t nominated Hillary Clinton, the embodiment of a decaying
establishment, and Britain would not be preparing to leave the EU if David Cameron had
not taken the fateful decision to experiment with direct democracy. But the liberal order
itself is also to blame.

The global economy has delivered too many of its benefits to the richest: in America, the
proportion of after-tax income going to the top 1% doubled from 8% in 1979 to 17% in
2007. And in many ways the future looks worse. Productivity growth has slowed. Unless
this can be changed, politics will inevitably become a struggle over dividing up the pie.
Tech giants such as Google and Amazon enjoy market shares not seen since the late 19th
century, the era of the robber barons.

How can liberals save what is left of the liberal order? Part of the solution lies in being
more vigorous in its defence—for example, pointing out that globalisation has lifted millions
out of poverty and that reversing it will make today’s economic woes much worse. Part of
the solution lies in exposing liberalism’s enemies as the paper tigers that they are: Mr
Putin, in particular, presides, by fear and fraud, over a country whose economic power is
stalling and whose people are plagued by poverty and illness. Other strongmen around the



world are far less tough than they claim.

But liberalism’s champions must do more than just repeat tired mantras. They need to take
worries about immigration more seriously and check their instinct to ride roughshod over
minorities such as evangelical Christians. They also need to redouble their efforts to fix
capitalism’s most obvious problems. High levels of inequality are threatening stability.
Economic concentration is allowing companies to extract record profits. Overregulation is
driving businesspeople to distraction. The revival of bolshiness has already taken a terrible
toll. Liberals need to think more clearly, and act more forcefully, to stop the rot.


https://www.gjopen.com/challenges/10-the-world-in-2017
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