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Marijuana Legalization 

There is an illegal drug known as marijuana. Many people actually want this drug to be 

legal. In fact,  there are already two states that have made it legal; they are the states of 

Washington and Colorado. Alaska might soon follow, too.  People fail to realize that there are 

costs of marijuana use.  The costs are not related to prohibition, but related to the effects of 

marijuana use. America should not legalize marijuana overall. 

There are reasons for not legalizing marijuana. Despite the medicinal use, there are also 

very dangerous consequences of using marijuana. Marijuana is a dangerous drug and harmful to 

your health.  It is also the most commonly abused drug in the United States and around the 

world.  

It can cause heart disease, car accidents, brain damage, addiction to not only marijuana 

but other drugs, hallucinations, anxiety, depression, lung damage, crime and death. If we legalize 

marijuana, it will make things even worse than they already are. Is it worth it? 

A good solution to this issue is educating the public about the harmful effects of 

marijuana on society.  We could make a Public Service Announcement about marijuana and have 

it be broadcasted all over the world. We could let the state officials know about the effects and 

costs of marijuana and its legalization.  

Overall, marijuana should not be legalized. It is harmful to human health and raises crime 

in the world. It will increase the possibilities of the negative effects of marijuana happening and 

will be impossible to stop if we legalize the drug.  



Rankin 2 

 

Work cited 

 
Hotakainen, Rob. "Drug Czar Highlights Link Between Marijuana, Crime." McClatchy 

Washington DC News Bureau. 23 May. 2013: n.p. SIRS Issues Researcher. Web. 18 Feb. 2014. 
 
Rosenthal, Mitchell S. "Legalizing Pot Won't Make It Any Safer." Wall Street Journal. 17 

Jan. 2013: A.15. SIRS Issues Researcher. Web. 18 Feb. 2014. 
 
​ "The Residual Cognitive Effects of Heavy Marijuana Use in College Students." JAMA 
Network. N.p., n.d. Web. 18 Feb. 2014. 
 
​  "Marijuana Abuse." How Does Marijuana Use Affect Your Brain and Body? N.p., n.d. 
Web. 16 Feb. 2014. 
 
​  "Marijuana Abuse." How Does Marijuana Use Affect Your Brain and Body? N.p., n.d. 
Web. 16 Feb. 2014. 
 
​ "Why We Should Not Legalize Marijuana." CNBC.com. N.p., n.d. Web. 15 Feb. 2014. 
 
​ Newton, David E. "Marijuana: Outlook." Issues: Understanding Controversy and 
Society. ABC-CLIO, 2014. Web. 18 Feb. 2014. 


