
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Elevate Your Productivity: Simple 
10-Minute Strategies 
Introduction 
In today's fast-paced world, productivity isn't just about getting things done; it's about getting the 
right things done quickly and efficiently. Imagine being able to 10x your productivity in just 10 
minutes. Sounds impossible? It’s not. With a few simple tweaks to your workspace—both digital 
and physical—you can drastically improve your efficiency, making those long to-do lists seem a 
little less daunting. This article will guide you through practical steps to optimize your 
environment so that you can work smarter, not harder. 

 

Why Productivity Optimization Matters 

Before diving into the nuts and bolts of productivity hacks, let’s explore why it’s essential. 
Optimizing your workspace and tools at the top of your workflow funnel means every task that 
follows will flow smoother. Think of it as tuning a high-performance engine: when everything is 
running smoothly, you get from point A to point B faster, with fewer hiccups along the way. In the 
business world, this translates to increased customer satisfaction, higher revenue, and more 
time for the things that truly matter. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Ideal Outcome 

After implementing the tips and tricks outlined in this article, your workspace should work for 
you, not against you. The goal is to move away from default system settings and instead create 
an environment that supports your unique workflow. When done correctly, these optimizations 
will lead to significant productivity gains and, ultimately, a more successful and fulfilling workday. 

Execution Time 

All the strategies outlined here can be implemented in just 10 minutes. The best part? You’ll 
start seeing results immediately. 

Environment Setup 

Hardware Optimization 

Speed Up Your Mouse 

Your mouse is probably one of the most used tools in your workspace. Yet, many people 
overlook the impact of its speed and responsiveness on their productivity. By increasing your 
mouse's speed, you'll reduce the time spent dragging and clicking, which adds up over the 
course of a day. 

For Mac Users: 

1.​ Click the Apple icon in the top left of your screen. 
2.​ Select "System Settings." 
3.​ Navigate to "Mouse" or "Trackpad." 
4.​ Adjust the "Tracking Speed" slider to as fast as you can comfortably manage. 

For Windows Users: 

1.​ Click the Start button at the bottom of your screen. 
2.​ Select "Settings." 
3.​ Go to "Devices." 
4.​ Under "Mouse," adjust the cursor speed slider to a higher setting. 

Clean Up Your Hard Drive and Memory 

A cluttered hard drive and overloaded memory can slow your computer down, making every 
task take longer than it should. By optimizing these areas, you'll streamline your digital 
workspace. 

For Mac Users: 

Optimize Your Hard Drive: 

 

https://www.parallels.com/tips/features/clean-hard-drive/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
1.​ Open the Apple menu and select "System Settings." 
2.​ Go to "General" and then "Storage." 
3.​ Follow the recommendations provided, such as deleting large, unnecessary files. 
4.​ Don’t forget to empty the trash when you’re done. 

Optimize Your Memory (RAM): 

1.​ Restart your computer to clear RAM and disk cache. 
2.​ Ensure your macOS is up to date by selecting "Software Update" under "General." 
3.​ Force quit any unused applications by selecting the Apple icon, then "Force Quit." 

For Windows Users: 

Optimize Your Hard Drive: 

1.​ Click the Start button, then select "Settings." 
2.​ Go to "System," then "Storage." 
3.​ Follow the "Cleanup Recommendations" and remove unnecessary files. 

Optimize Your Memory (RAM): 

1.​ Restart your computer to clear the RAM and disk cache. 
2.​ Update to the latest version of Windows via "Windows Update" in your settings. 
3.​ Disable unnecessary background apps by going to "Privacy" in settings and turning off 

unused apps. 

Browser Optimization 

Install Brave 

Your browser is your gateway to the internet, so it’s worth optimizing. We recommend using 
Brave, a privacy-focused browser built on Chromium. It’s three times faster than Chrome and 
blocks trackers and ads by default, which means less distraction and more speed. 

How to Install Brave: 

1.​ Visit the Brave Browser website and download the installation file. 
2.​ Follow the on-screen instructions to install Brave. 
3.​ Import your bookmarks and settings from your current browser, if necessary. 

Once you’ve made the switch, you’ll notice faster load times and fewer distractions, allowing you 
to stay focused on what matters. 

Productivity Hacks 

Notification Optimization 

Notifications are one of the biggest productivity killers. Every ping, ding, and buzz interrupts 
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your focus, forcing you to switch contexts and costing you precious minutes. The solution? Turn 
them all off and only re-enable those that are absolutely necessary. 

For Mac Users: 

1.​ Click the Apple icon, then go to "System Settings." 
2.​ Navigate to "Notifications." 
3.​ Turn off notifications for all apps, then selectively re-enable only those that are 

mission-critical. 

For Windows Users: 

1.​ Go to "Settings" from the Start menu. 
2.​ Select "System," then "Notifications & actions." 
3.​ Turn off notifications for all apps, then selectively re-enable only those that are 

mission-critical. 

Newsfeed Eradicator 

Social media can be a massive time sink. Even if you’re just "checking in," it’s easy to lose track 
of time scrolling through endless feeds. The Newsfeed Eradicator plugin for Chrome or Brave 
helps you maintain your social media presence without falling into the trap of endless scrolling. 

How to Install Newsfeed Eradicator: 

1.​ Open the Chrome Web Store or Brave’s equivalent. 
2.​ Search for "Newsfeed Eradicator" and install it. 
3.​ Select the social media platforms where you want to block your newsfeed. 

With your newsfeed gone, you’ll find it much easier to stay focused and productive. 

.new Shortcuts 

Google has introduced a series of ".new" shortcuts that allow you to create new documents, 
spreadsheets, presentations, and forms with just a few keystrokes. This can be a real 
time-saver when you need to start a new project quickly. 

Try These Shortcuts: 

●​ Type "docs.new" in your browser to open a new Google Doc. 
●​ Type "sheets.new" to open a new Google Sheet. 
●​ Type "slides.new" to open a new Google Slide. 
●​ Type "forms.new" to open a new Google Form. 

These shortcuts eliminate the need to navigate through multiple menus, allowing you to get 
started on your work immediately. 

Email Management 

 

https://chrome.google.com/webstore/detail/news-feed-eradicator/fjcldmjmjhkklehbacihaiopjklihlgg
https://chrome.google.com/webstore/detail/news-feed-eradicator/fjcldmjmjhkklehbacihaiopjklihlgg


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Gmail Shortcuts 

Email is a necessary evil in most workplaces, but it doesn’t have to be a time-waster. Gmail 
shortcuts can help you process emails quickly and efficiently. 

Enable Gmail Shortcuts: 

1.​ Log in to Gmail. 
2.​ Click the gear icon in the top right and select "See all settings." 
3.​ Scroll down to the "Keyboard shortcuts" section and set it to "On." 
4.​ Save your changes. 

Essential Gmail Shortcuts: 

●​ View the shortcut help page: Shift + ? 
●​ Select all unread messages: Shift + 8 + u 
●​ Archive selected messages: e 
●​ Compose a new email: c 
●​ Reply to an email: r 
●​ Reply to all: a 
●​ Forward an email: f 
●​ Mark as unread: Shift + u 
●​ Mute a conversation: m 
●​ Return to the inbox: u 
●​ Insert a link: Command + k 
●​ Send an email: Command + Enter 

By mastering these shortcuts, you’ll spend less time in your inbox and more time on meaningful 
work. 

Gmail Snooze/Archive 

Achieving "Inbox Zero" might seem like a pipe dream, but with the right strategies, it’s entirely 
possible. The key is to treat your inbox as a to-do list and process emails as they come in. 

Getting Started with Inbox Zero: 

1.​ Review your most recent emails and act on any that take two minutes or less. 
2.​ Archive all remaining emails by selecting them and pressing e. 
3.​ For future emails, categorize them: 

○​ If actionable and takes two minutes or less: Do it immediately. 
○​ If someone else should do it: Delegate it immediately. 
○​ If it takes longer than two minutes: Snooze it for later. 
○​ If not actionable: Archive it or delete it. 

You’ll quickly find that your inbox is no longer a source of stress but a streamlined tool for 

 

https://mail.google.com/
https://www.mailbutler.io/blog/email/gtd-email-inbox-zero-flowchart/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
managing your tasks. 

Security - Password Manager 

In today’s digital age, security is non-negotiable. A password manager is a must-have tool to 
keep your accounts secure without having to remember dozens of different passwords. 

Popular Password Managers: 

●​ 1Password 
●​ LastPass 
●​ BitWarden 
●​ Native Google Password Manager 
●​ Native Apple Password Manager 

Choose one password manager and stick with it. Avoid keeping passwords in multiple places or 
using more than one password manager. This consolidation will simplify your digital life and 
improve your security.  

Start your journey by diving into SOP 037 to kick things off effectively. 

Optimize Your Physical Space 
Your physical environment plays a crucial role in your productivity. An ergonomic workspace can 
help you avoid fatigue and discomfort, allowing you to focus better and work longer. 

Desk and Chair Setup 

Start by evaluating your desk and chair setup. Your chair should be at the right height so that 
your feet are flat on the floor, and your arms are at a 90-degree angle when typing. Your monitor 
should be at eye level to avoid straining your neck. 

Quick Tips: 

●​ Ensure your desk and chair are at the correct height for comfort. 
●​ Clean your workspace regularly to reduce clutter and distractions. 
●​ Consider investing in an external monitor, keyboard, and mouse if you haven’t already. 

Improve Your Immediate Surroundings 

Your workspace isn’t just about your desk and chair; it’s also about the environment around you. 
Simple changes can make a big difference in your comfort and focus. 

Questions to Ask: 

●​ How is your view? Could a slight adjustment improve it? 

 

https://1password.com/
https://www.lastpass.com/
https://bitwarden.com/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/17kKRjtSni46GZLP2FlbRJX_NGL_nRTb_/edit?usp=drive_link&ouid=103468812785560189419&rtpof=true&sd=true


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
●​ Do you listen to music? If so, do you have quality headphones? 
●​ Are there distractions around you that you can eliminate? 
●​ Could adding plants or improving lighting enhance your workspace? 

Conclusion 

Congratulations! You’ve successfully completed the environment setup SOP to 10x your 
productivity in 10 minutes. By making these small but impactful changes, you’ll find that your 
workday becomes more efficient, less stressful, and ultimately more rewarding. 

Remember, productivity isn’t just about working harder; it’s about working smarter. By taking a 
few minutes to optimize your environment, you’re setting yourself up for success in every task 
that comes your way. 
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