Ch. 4 - The Shot: Mise-en-Scene

. Stylistic element most audiences remember most

a. Scarlet’s Dress and staircase in Gone With the Wind, Buffalo Bill’s lair in
Silence of the Lambs, ruby slippers in Wizard of Oz, the alien (xenomorph)
from Alien, DeLorean from Back to the Future, etc.

. Mise-en-Scene: French for “putting into the scene,” first used in stage plays,

director’s control over what happens in film frame, stages the event for the

camera
a. In theater: control over setting, lighting, costuming, and behavior of figures

. Planned and unplanned mise-en-scene

a. Improvised dialogue, lighting change, wardrobe/prop malfunction, etc.

b. Even still, director/editor decides to include these moments in the film

c. She Wore a Yellow Ribbon, Midnight Cowboy, Taxi Driver, Blade Runner

. “Realism” as standard of value is problematic!

a. “That acting is fake,” “people didn’t actually dress this way during that
time,” “that action stunt is impossible,” etc.

b. “Realism” changes over time and across cultures (Lon Chaney and Joan
Crawford in The Unknown) (Marlon Brando in On the Waterfront and A
Streetcar Named Desire) (Denzel Washington in The Hurricane)

c. German Expressionism! Cabinet of Dr. Caligari

. Mise-en-Scene has unlimited functions throughout film

a. comic exaggeration, supernatural terror, understated beauty, etc.

. How is mise-en-scene motivated? How does it vary or develop? How does it

work in relation to other techniques?

. Melies was master of mise-en-scene! Controlled every aspect! Trip fo the Moon

a. Wes Anderson The Life Aquatic with Steve Zissou

. General areas of mise-en-scene:

a. Setting

b. Costumes & makeup

c. Lighting

d. Staging/Blocking

. Setting:

a. Human beings aren’t as important in film as in theater. Drama can exist
on screen without people (Bazin).

b. On-location shooting: Location scouting, real place, still manipulated - The
Searchers, Birdman
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Studio shooting: More control, might mimic real world or might be totally
stylized, Return of the Jedi, Lord of the Rings, House of Cards

Setting can overwhelm or be extremely subtle - Willy Wonka and the
Chocolate Factory, Bram Stoker’s Dracula, Never Let Me Go

Color sets mood and emphasis - The Village, Wizard of Oz, O Brother,
Where Art Thou, The Matrix

CGil, Special Effects, Models, Miniatures - Avatar, The Fifth Element,
Dante’s Peak, Beetlejuice, Independence Day

Props (Properties): objects used in scene with functions - Citizen Kane,
The Red Balloon, Terminator 2, Monty Python and the Holy Grail, The
Count of Monte Cristo

10.Costumes and Makeup:

a.
b.

Unlimited possibilities!

Realistic/every-day, period pieces, stylized, fantasy, sci-fi, etc. - Queen
Amidala, Mad Men, Queen Elizabeth |, The Cell. The Breakfast Club
Costumes can be motivic and causal roles in narratives - They Live,
Speed, Home Alone 2

. Costumes and setting work off each other - THX-1138, 2001: A Space

Odyssey, Never Let Me Go

Makeup originally used so faces would show up on early film stock, MOST
makeup is subtle and “invisible” - Khal Drogo, Jack Sparrow, Marilyn
Monroe, Pris, The Fly, Beetlejuice, Fairbanks, Pickford. Hellraiser,

11. Lighting:

a.

b.
c.

d.

Helps create composition and helps guide our focus to certain aspects of
a scene (Pirates), sense of space, shape, scale, Lemon, Lemon sped up
Articulate textures: Lighting a face, spiderweb, diamond
Shadows: Two types
i. Attached/Shading: light fails to illuminate parts of an object because
of contour or surface
i. Cast: light “casts” a shadow on a wall, a total blockage of the light
iii. Low-key lighting (Chiaroscuro) vs. high-key lighting (very little
contrast between light and dark areas) example
Four features of film lighting:
i. quality (intensity): hard lighting vs. soft lighting
ii. direction: path of light from source(s)
iii.  source: where light comes from, natural vs. artificial, new lighting
arrangement for every camera position! Three-point lighting, image
iv.  color: usually the goal is natural look, interior & exterior. Filters/gels
are used for different colors depending on style, orange tint for



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZuPe-ly0BHM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o_ZKVoJu1l4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i439idYNisk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r2pt2-F2j2g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r2pt2-F2j2g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mRnIDl5N08c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=07WGEJDAF9Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eeFZ6uTjmIU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8lik-qTakrs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eW9Xo2HtlJI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eW9Xo2HtlJI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=te6qG4yn-Ps
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HPwY4Qm3ndg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6u14pLHV3Vw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S1EsCWrUY84
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MQXkrFoq3Kg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vjFG-4Ge668
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LZOzk7T93wE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rYxIPhjDcf8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=998WQSl6fB0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zqtS9xyl0f4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fTLdBFIU2RY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fTLdBFIU2RY
http://img.lum.dolimg.com/v1/images/image_de6fe408.jpeg?height=877&width=1560&x=0&y=0
http://img.lum.dolimg.com/v1/images/image_de6fe408.jpeg?height=877&width=1560&x=0&y=0
http://images.huffingtonpost.com/2015-05-22-1432279926-4538389-madmen.jpg
http://i.dailymail.co.uk/i/pix/2013/06/08/article-2337774-0331421E0000044D-354_634x422.jpg
http://33hpwq10j9luq8gl43e62q4e.wpengine.netdna-cdn.com/images/THE-CELL-disembowel-e1436176923736.jpg
https://pmcvariety.files.wordpress.com/2015/02/the-breakfast-club-30th-anniversary.jpg?w=670&h=377&crop=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JI8AMRbqY6w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CBC00tlfqbA
http://s1354.photobucket.com/user/amplesalty/media/Christmas%202012/Home%20Alone%202/homealonetwo3_zps65a84abf.png.html
http://videos.criticalcommons.org/transcoded/http/ccserver.usc.edu/8080/cc/Members/ccManager/clips/thx_1138.mp4/jpeg/thx_1138-mp4.jpg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c8N72t7aScY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c8N72t7aScY
http://cassavafilms.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/02/neverletmego.jpg
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/the-fix/files/2015/02/Khal-Drogo.jpg
http://orig00.deviantart.net/71ba/f/2014/068/5/f/dancing_with_whisky__jacksparrowxreader__one_shot_by_phoenixangel7-d79m5u0.jpg
http://a3.files.biography.com/image/upload/c_fit,cs_srgb,dpr_1.0,h_1200,q_80,w_1200/MTE5NTU2MzE2MzIyMTA0ODQz.jpg
http://a3.files.biography.com/image/upload/c_fit,cs_srgb,dpr_1.0,h_1200,q_80,w_1200/MTE5NTU2MzE2MzIyMTA0ODQz.jpg
http://api.ning.com/files/ARLRee19CK4MZkM8mit*CzeIWS6UangNoiqIh7nYdSX*lLtZOj0LhosPT1DFRJVUcNJXlm1*ueT7FCfBO11vHvYnHWNf2Xn0/PrisEyes.jpg
https://noeltanti.files.wordpress.com/2010/09/616px-brundlestages.jpg%3Fw=300&h=292
https://pmcvariety.files.wordpress.com/2014/02/beetlejuice.jpg?w=670&h=377&crop=1
https://pbs.twimg.com/profile_images/518672857946001409/H2Rxx2Y9_400x400.jpeg
http://the100.ru/images/womens/id922/4014-poor-little-rich-girl-mary-pickford.jpg
http://crypticrock.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/hellraiser-1987-02.jpg
http://static2.wikia.nocookie.net/__cb20120308160956/pirates/images/2/23/CotBPBarbo_corpse.jpg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6gnz1pIy6l4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R7yWS8oRlpA
http://www.chrislanephoto.com/blog/images/2010Aug/lightingAllAngles.jpg
http://www.pestproducts.com/images/orb-spider-web.JPG
http://diamondautodetailingdm.com/attachments/Image/diamond_1.jpg?template=generic
http://static.photo.net/attachments/bboard/00O/00OOD1-41682684.png
http://pre-code.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/04/nosferatu-shadow.jpg
http://emptyeasel.com/wp-content/uploads/2007/07/st.josephthecarpenterbygeorgesdelatour.jpg
http://www.creativeshrimp.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/high_key_vs_low_key.jpg
https://s-media-cache-ak0.pinimg.com/236x/77/2a/de/772ade78e789055199f8e9b783cb39db.jpg
http://ecx.images-amazon.com/images/I/41TVT8PXEFL.jpg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pBt8qdO03-k
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/d/d8/3_point_lighting.svg/2000px-3_point_lighting.svg.png

candlelight, etc. - John Wick, Spring Breakers, Blair Witch Project,
Silence of the Lambs, Beyond the Black Rainbow
1. Contrast: light stands out against dark background and vise
versa, colors against muted background
a. warm colors (red, orange, yellow) typically attract
more attention than cool colors (purple, blue, green)
The Matrix
12. Staging/Blocking: Movement, position, and performance
a. People, animals, objects, shapes, robots, machines, furniture, etc.
b. Actors: appearance, gestures, facial expressions, voice, sound effects,
may just be visual like in silent films or just be auditory like in Her

i. “unrealistic” often equals bad, stylized performances - Ace Ventura:
Pet Detective, The Dark Knight, Who Am [I?

i. Types and type casting - Arnold, Woody, Michael, Carey, Michelle,
John, Zooey, Mary

iii. actoris always graphic element in film and they always perform in
bits that are put together later (kuleshov effect), often performed out
of narrative order, shots put together during editing

iv.  camera acting (adjust to every camera distance!) vs. stage acting

v.  editing, framing, lighting, etc. all make a difference with film acting

13.Space: Amelie 10:55 to recap

a. Screen space (2-D) vs. Scene space (3-D)

b. Every frame like a painting, certain elements grabbing our attention more
than others

c. Balance of elements, always a continuum, human body usually center
frame or balanced on either side if there are two or more people - House
of Cards, In the Mood for Love

d. Movement also draws our attention on screen - The Good, The Bad, and
The Ugly, Moulin Rouge

e. Depth cues remind us of real world space (3-D) with volume and planes -
Moonrise Kingdom, The Dark Knight Rises,

i. solid 3-D shapes (volume) and levels of space: background,
middleground, foreground (planes)

ii.  blank screen has no plane, but as soon as image is on blank
screen, there is a foreground and background, even if just an
abstract shape Rothko

iii. overlapping planes and elements within planes

iv.  size diminution: objects further away appear smaller



http://criticsroundup.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/john-wick-still.jpg
http://illusion.scene360.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/11/visual-films-19.jpg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ntgrRUML2ic
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ovQk7fd4_Co
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nWF0bBKhe6o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_AjvGIBgpF8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WzV6mXIOVl4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q-Qv6JLDj1k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q-Qv6JLDj1k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KFHccsaTakg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AJ5oaBWYzPk
http://cdn.moviestillsdb.com/sm/7070645468f83012bd83cb9601d2566f/commando.jpg
http://medias.unifrance.org/medias/125/36/74877/format_page/media.jpg
http://tvdaily.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/michael-cera-3.jpg
http://cp91279.biography.com/Cary-Grant_The-Epitome-of-Grace_HD_768x432-16x9.jpg
http://www.hotstarz.info/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/02-michelle-rodriguez.w529.h529.2x.jpg
http://media.hotbirthdays.com/upload/2015/07/08/john-wayne.jpg
http://www.tracking-board.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/Zooey-Deschanel.jpg
http://www.gannett-cdn.com/-mm-/b915ec62c87f6049ddf078018d8b045c1a45b220/c=103-0-2918-3750&r=537&c=0-0-534-712/local/-/media/USATODAY/test/2013/09/21/1379774475000-XXX-D04-PICKFORD-PORTRAIT-21-HAPS.jpg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_gGl3LJ7vHc
http://sites.psu.edu/ameliecafedes2moulins/wp-content/uploads/sites/25511/2015/04/Screen-Shot-2015-04-10-at-11.31.50-AM.png
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i439idYNisk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i439idYNisk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZgO_sCXrK4s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g6tR78d0cmA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g6tR78d0cmA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f4KqUxfCnXY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4nBuAG-Fyac
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dixViyNKIx4
http://www.galleryintell.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/10/black-on-maroon-1958.jpg

v. shallow space vs. deep space - Trip to the Moon, Citizen Kane,
Gone With the Wind, The Searchers
14.Time: When we see what we see and for how long
a. looking left, right, up, down (2-D), and front to back (planes)
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