
Getting Started on Infographics for Students* 
 

What is an Infographic? 
An infographic presents data in an engaging visual way in order to 

tell a story, make a point, and or advance an argument.  

 

Infographics use pictures, images, and colors along with content to 

completely illustrate and understand data. The goal is to educate 

and inform an audience. 

 

“Information graphics or infographics are visual representations of 

information, data or knowledge” (from Anders Ross, 

InstantShift.com).​ ​  
Source: “What is An Infographic” 

Why Use or Create Infographics? 
Take a look at this amazing infographic, which shares 13 Reasons Why Your Brain Craves Infographics. 

 

Examples: 

❏​ America’s Battle with Obesity 

❏​ Anatomy of a Hurricane 

❏​ How to Warm Up Your Voice to Sign Your Best 

and Stay Healthy 

❏​ The History of Fashion Week 

❏​ An Infographic on What is an Infographic?  

❏​ How to Memorize a Speech  
❏​ It’s All about the Music 

❏​ Peanut Butter: Heaven in Jar 

❏​ The Scary Truth About Movie Theater Snacks 
❏​ Sitting Down is Killing You 

❏​ Stop & Frisk Study 

❏​ A Tale of Two Meals 

❏​ What Makes Great Infographics? 

❏​ World’s Highest Paid Athletes 

❏​ World’s Highest Paid Musicians 

❏​ World’s Most Expensive Movie Props 

❏​ A Visual Summary of Harry Potter 

 
Students create infographics to: 

➢​ present research 

➢​ tell a story 

➢​ map an essay 

➢​ analyze data 

➢​ review books (see this student created book 

review) 

➢​ share data/information 

➢​ demonstrate understanding 

➢​ creatively communicate ideas  

➢​ use research to support arguments 

 

What free online apps/tools are available to create infographics? 

There are a number of free apps available online including Easel.ly,  Infogr.am, and Visual.ly. The one that 

most HHS students have liked the best is Piktochart. Here are three links to help you get started with Piktochart: 

1.​ All About Picktochart 

2.​ Create your Infographic in 5 Easy Steps 

3.​ How to Create an Infographic in 5 Minutes 

http://www.instantshift.com/2009/06/07/infographic-designs-overview-examples-and-best-practices/
http://www.instantshift.com/2009/06/07/infographic-designs-overview-examples-and-best-practices/
https://www.customermagnetism.com/infographics/what-is-an-infographic/
http://neomam.com/interactive/13reasons/
http://dailyinfographic.com/americas-battle-with-obesity-infographic
http://dailyinfographic.com/rock-me-like-a-hurricane-infographic#imageclose-2702
http://www.musicademy.com/2014/11/infographic-warmup-voice/
http://www.musicademy.com/2014/11/infographic-warmup-voice/
http://visual.ly/fashion-week-history
http://visual.ly/what-infographic-2
http://lifehacker.com/memorize-a-speech-with-a-key-image-1656099710?utm_source=twitter.com&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=buffer&utm_content=buffera9833
http://dailyinfographic.com/its-all-about-the-music-infographic
http://www.culinaryschools.org/yum/peanut-butter/
http://dailyinfographic.com/scary-truth-about-movie-theater-snacks-infographic#imageclose-2136
http://dailyinfographic.com/sitting-down-is-killing-you-infographic
http://www.vera.org/stop-and-frisk-study-infographic
http://visual.ly/tale-two-meals
http://www.slideshare.net/Slideshare/071813-slideshare-making-great-infographics2-iglh#
http://visual.ly/worlds-highest-paid-athletes
http://ajournalofmusicalthings.com/showing-money-worlds-highest-paid-musicians/
http://dailyinfographic.com/the-worlds-most-expensive-movie-props-infographic
http://visual.ly/visual-summary-harry-potter
https://magic.piktochart.com/output/5390151-the-book-thief-book-review
https://magic.piktochart.com/output/5390151-the-book-thief-book-review
http://www.easel.ly/
http://infogr.am/
http://visual.ly/
http://piktochart.com/themes/#all
http://support.piktochart.com/hc/en-us
http://piktochart.com/create-your-first-infographic-in-5-steps/
http://piktochart.com/how-to-create-infographic-in-5-minutes/


 

How should images and resources be cited in an infographic? Citing Sources: A Quick & Graphic Guide 

 

Steps to Create Your Infographic:** 

If you are new to infographics, you should first review the resources shared on this document in order to 

understand what goes into creating quality infographics. Once you’re ready, here are steps to guide your 

creation process: 

1.​ Identify your topic 

2.​ Draft a thesis or guiding question 

3.​ Research your topic  

4.​ Finalize your thesis, message, and/or purpose 

5.​ Craft a good, catchy title to grab the interest of audience 

6.​ Identify credible resources/research  

7.​ Storyboard your infographic 

8.​ Find relevant images (preferably copyright-friendly/Creative Commons images) 

9.​ Create your infographic 

10.​Add citations for research, data, and images. 
**Adapted from Catlin Tucker’s Student Designed Infographics post & Kathy Schrock’s Steps to Create Your Infographic. 

 

Questions to Ask as You Create Your Infographic:*** 

❏​ Which information, facts, and data are essential to include? Which facts are not essential? 

❏​ What colors and layout works best for sharing the information? 

❏​ What graphs, images, and graphics will best convey information and data to the viewer? 

❏​ What order, flow, or trajectory makes most sense for the information/data? 

❏​ Are my resources credible and cited properly? 

❏​ Is my infographic interesting, informative, and convincing? 
***Adapted from Creative Educator Infographics blog post 

 

Additional Resources: 
❏​ 10 Awesome Free Tools to Make Infographics 

❏​ 10 Tips for Designing Infographics 

❏​ 10 Traits of Amazingly Awesome Infographics 

❏​ Creating Infographics (wiki) 

❏​ Infographics (PDF designed for students) 

❏​ Source Code: 5 Rules of Researching Infographics 

❏​ What Makes a Good Infographic Design?​
 

*Many of the resources, steps, & tips for this document were adapted from Catlin Tucker’s Student Designed Infographics post, Kathy 

Schrock’s Guide to Everything: Infographics as Creative Assessment and Jerry Blumengarten’s Cybraryman’s Educational Websites: 

Infographics.​
 

 

Getting Started with Infographics for Students by Colleen Worrell is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 4.0 

International License. 

http://www.katehart.net/2012/06/citing-sources-quick-and-graphic-guide.html
http://catlintucker.com/2013/11/student-designed-infographics-process-products/
http://www.schrockguide.net/uploads/3/9/2/2/392267/infographic_steps.jpg
http://creativeeducator.tech4learning.com/2013/lessons/Infographics
http://www.makeuseof.com/tag/awesome-free-tools-infographics/
https://digitalnewsgathering.wordpress.com/2010/04/24/10-tips-for-designing-infographics/
http://blog.hubspot.com/blog/tabid/6307/bid/28436/10-Traits-of-Amazingly-Awesome-Infographics.aspx
http://room233.wikispaces.com/Creating+Infographics
http://www.learndurkin.com/assets/infographicsstudent-infosheets.pdf
http://blog.visual.ly/source-code-the-5-rules-of-researching-and-sourcing-infographics/
https://blog.dashburst.com/what-makes-a-good-infographic/
http://catlintucker.com/2013/11/student-designed-infographics-process-products/
http://www.schrockguide.net/infographics-as-an-assessment.html
http://cybraryman.com/infographics.html
http://cybraryman.com/infographics.html
https://docs.google.com/a/hopkinton.k12.ma.us/document/d/1AMV6U5v_l6jAqqIVzU8ooDXCTBreqKXib-Uyo0u9G9g/edit
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/

