
Here’s a comprehensive comparison of the differences between "like" and "enjoy" in table form: 

Aspect Like Enjoy 

Definition To find something pleasant, 
agreeable, or satisfactory. 

To take pleasure or satisfaction in 
an activity or experience. 

Intensity Generally milder; indicates a 
preference or approval. 

Stronger; implies a deeper level of 
pleasure or satisfaction. 

Usage Can be used for people, things, 
activities, or ideas. 

Primarily used for activities, 
experiences, or states of being. 

Grammatical 
Role 

Can function as a verb or preposition. Functions only as a verb. 

Examples - "I like chocolate." 
- "She likes him." 
- "They like swimming." 

- "I enjoy swimming." 
- "He enjoys reading books." 

Emotional 
Connection 

May not imply a strong emotional 
connection. 

Suggests a stronger emotional or 
sensory engagement. 

Formality Neutral; used in both formal and 
informal contexts. 

Slightly more formal or emphatic 
than "like." 

Scope Broader; can refer to general 
preferences or tastes. 

Narrower; typically refers to 
specific activities or experiences. 

Synonyms Fancy, appreciate, admire, prefer. Relish, savor, delight in, take 
pleasure in. 

Negation "Don’t like" is common and neutral. "Don’t enjoy" is less common and 
implies a stronger dislike. 

Collocations - Like + noun/gerund 
- "I like pizza." 
- "I like running." 

- Enjoy + noun/gerund 
- "I enjoy music." 
- "I enjoy running." 

Contextual 
Nuance 

Can indicate a general preference 
without strong emotional 
involvement. 

Implies active participation and a 
sense of fulfillment or pleasure. 

Key Takeaways: 

●​"Like" is more versatile and can be used in a wider range of 
contexts, including people, objects, and activities. It is generally 
less intense than "enjoy." 



●​"Enjoy" is more specific and often implies a deeper level of 
engagement, pleasure, or satisfaction, typically related to activities 
or experiences. 

For example: 

●​"I like coffee." (You find coffee pleasant.) 
●​ "I enjoy drinking coffee in the morning." (You take active pleasure 

in the experience of drinking coffee.) 

Both words can overlap in meaning, but the choice depends on the 
level of intensity and the context in which they are used. 

Practice - Here are some questions generated by AI. Let’s see if 
we agree with its recommendations.  
 
1.​Question 1 - I really ______ going to the beach on weekends. a) 

like b) enjoy Answer: Both are correct, but "enjoy" emphasizes a 
stronger sense of pleasure. 
 

2.​Question 2 - She ______ reading books, but she doesn’t ______ 
doing homework. a) likes / enjoy b) enjoys / like Answer: b) enjoys 
/ like (Explanation: "Enjoys" is used for the activity she finds 
pleasurable, while "like" is used for the general preference.) 
 

3.​Question 3 - Do you ______ playing video games, or do you just 
______ watching others play? a) like / enjoy b) enjoy / like Answer: 
b) enjoy / like (Explanation: "Enjoy" is used for actively playing, 
while "like" is used for the general preference of watching.) 
 

4.​Question 4 - He ______ pizza, but he doesn’t ______ eating it 
every day.  a) likes / enjoy b) enjoys / like Answer: a) likes / enjoy 
(Explanation: "Likes" is used for the general preference, while 
"enjoy" is used for the experience of eating it regularly.) 
 

5.​Question 5 - They ______ traveling to new places, but they 
______ staying in luxury hotels more. a) like / enjoy b) enjoy / like 
Answer: b) enjoy / like (Explanation: "Enjoy" is used for the 



experience of traveling, while "like" is used for the preference for 
luxury hotels.) 
 

6.​Question 6 - I ______ listening to music, but I don’t ______ loud 
concerts. a) like / enjoy b) enjoy / like Answer: a) like / enjoy 
(Explanation: "Like" is used for the general preference, while 
"enjoy" is used for the experience of loud concerts.) 
 

7.​Question 7 - We ______ spending time together, but we don’t 
______ arguing. a) like / enjoy b) enjoy / like Answer: b) enjoy / like 
(Explanation: "Enjoy" is used for the pleasurable activity, while "like" 
is used for the general dislike of arguing.) 
 

8.​Question 8 Do you ______ cooking, or do you just ______ eating 
the food? a) like / enjoy b) enjoy / like Answer: b) enjoy / like 
(Explanation: "Enjoy" is used for the activity of cooking, while "like" 
is used for the preference of eating.) 
 

9.​Question 9 - She ______ the idea of hiking, but she doesn’t 
______ the physical effort. a) likes / enjoy b) enjoys / like Answer: 
a) likes / enjoy (Explanation: "Likes" is used for the idea, while 
"enjoy" is used for the experience of physical effort.) 
 

10.​ Question 10 - He ______ watching movies, but he doesn’t 
______ horror films. a) likes / enjoy b) enjoys / like Answer: a) likes 
/ enjoy (Explanation: "Likes" is used for the general preference, 
while "enjoy" is used for the experience of horror films.) 
 

These questions highlight the nuances between "like" (general 
preference) and "enjoy" (active pleasure or experience). 
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