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Parent Information: Measurement (2nd Grade)
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Second grade students measure length and solve problems using length. They use squares to find

the area of a rectangle. They also read and write time to the nearest minute and distinguish between
a.m. and p.m.
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Students use rulers, yardsticks, meter sticks, and measuring tapes to measure to the nearest unit or

half unit. They need to understand that the scale on the measuring tool refers to the measurement
when one end of the arrow is lined up with the 0 mark.
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The arrow is about 8 inches long.
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If the arrow is not lined up with the 0 mark, students must determine the number of units between the

two ends.
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The arrow is about 6 inches long. (There are 6 units between the left end of the arrow and the
right end of the arrow.)
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A desk can be about 2 feet wide and also about 24 inches wide. The number of inches is more than
the number of feet because inches are smaller units of measure than feet.

Analog Clock: A clock with moving hands.
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Digital Clock: A clock that shows the time with numbers, not with hands.

The shorter hand on an analog clock shows the hour. The longer hand shows the minutes.

Students tell time to the minute.
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Seven minutes after three Three-twenty-eight
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Joe eats breakfast at 7:15 a.m. (after midnight)

Ella comes home from school at 3:25 p.m. (past midday)

Area: The size of a flat surface.

Students use squares of paper or color tiles to measure the area.
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The area of this rectangle is 20 square units.



