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In the chat:  



• Name  
• Your pronouns  
• Hometown/Country  
• Brief description of your 

summer  research 
 

• Kinds of scholarly literature  
• Finding and accessing scholarly 
literature • Common structures in 
research articles • Practical (digital) 
reading strategies 



• Empirical research articles  
• Short reports or letters  

• Review Article  
• Systematic Review (subset: 
meta-analysis) • Theoretical research 
articles  
• Editorials  
• Case studies  
• White papers  
• Conference proceedings 



Conference   
proceeding  

Likely 
editorial  

Empirical   
research  
articles  

Peer 
Reviewed  



Empirical   
research  
article 

• Activate Northwestern VPN  
• Database preference (ask 
mentor) • Save PDFs to access 
offline  
• Use Zotero to save as you go!  



• Title  

• Authors  
• Abstract  
• 
Introduction 
• Methods • 
Results  
• Discussion 

 
• Succinct, standalone 



overview • Keywords used 
for indexing

 
 



 
First Author  
Corresponding Author 

 

 



• Brief summary of article • 
Used to decide if reading 
further  

Methodologies  
Results  
Gap in knowledge  
Impact of results 



• Software  
• Setup  
• Annotations 

 

• Color coding  
• Matching symbols  
• Match keywords between text/figures  

In the chat:  
Do you have any other tips/tricks  

you use when reading? 



 

• General overview of what’s being 
studied • Why is this worthy to study?  
• What work has already been done?  

Questions to Guide Your Reading  
• What is the main question they are interested in 
pursuing? • What background 
research/pattern/theoretical prediction  motivates this 
question?  
• Why is this question interesting in light of the 

background  they discuss?  
• Do they offer only one hypothesis or more than 
one? • What assumptions are made when 
proposing the  hypotheses? 



 

• Detailed info on how study was 
conducted  

Questions to Guide Your Reading  
• Do their proposed methods critically test their 
hypothesis? • Are any of their methods confounded?  
• Did the authors use a creative method to assess 

their  question/hypothesis?  
• Are their methods simple and elegant or complicated 

and  convoluted?  
• Did they come up with a new technique to better 

evaluate a  problem that others have struggled with? 



 

• Participants  
• Demographics  
• # subjects  
• Waves of study  

• Interviews  
• Scales used  

• Why scales selected 
 

• Data obtained in 
study  
• Can be 
combined 



with discussion to  provide 
simultaneous interpretation  

Questions to Guide Your Reading  
• What does the data say about the 
question/hypothesis? • Is there only one 
interpretation of the data? • Are there any big 
surprises/unexpected results? 

 

• Framework  
• To do x, we did   
Y….results  

• Examples of color   



matching key words 
• Look for what the   

text points out in   
the figure 

 
• Interpretation of results  

Questions to Guide Your Reading  
• Does the author say that the results support or reject 

the  hypothesis?  
• Do you agree with the author’s interpretation of the 



data? • What novel insights are gained from the 
results? • What do the results imply more generally for 
the field of  interest? For other fields?  
• What will the authors do next? 

• 
Higher level   



summary  
• Unpack findings 

 

• 
libguides.northwestern.edu/start-researc
h • https://bit.ly/2SxQ32d Video Tutorial 
• 
https://www.northwestern.edu/academic  

support-learning/academic-strategies/fi
nd 
strategies-for-success/avoid-common 



reading-mistakes.html 


