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1. Introduction
[Introduce the study topic and its significance, summarize the most relevant literature,
identify the knowledge gap or problem addressed, and state the objective(s), research

question(s), or hypothesis/hypotheses. ]

[Add additional introductory paragraphs as needed. Cite literature in the text using the
author—date system (APA 7th edition), as shown in the examples below.]
In-text citation format:

* One author: (Smith, 2020) or Smith (2020)

* Two authors: (Smith & Kumar, 2020) or Smith and Kumar (2020)

* Three or more authors: (Smith et al., 2020) or Smith et al. (2020)

* Several works cited together (alphabetical order, separated by semicolons): (Kumar et

al., 2018; Lee, 2021; Smith & Chen, 2019)
 Same author(s), same year: (Smith, 2020a, 2020b)

* Direct quotation or specific part of a source: (Smith, 2020, p. 45)
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» Unpublished information: (A. B. Smith, personal communication, 12 March 2026) —
cite in text only; do not include in the reference list.
Use “et al.” (not italicized) for three or more authors. Every in-text citation must appear in the

reference list and every reference must be cited in the text.

2. Materials and methods

2.1 Study area / material source

[Describe the study area, source material, organisms, specimens, datasets, sampling
framework, or experimental design. Include coordinates, permits, accession details, or other
reproducibility information where relevant.] [Give geographic coordinates in decimal degrees
and elevation (m a.s.l.) where relevant, and state collection permit numbers and issuing

authorities (see “Ethical approval and permits”™).]

[Insert Figure 1 here]

Fig. 1 — [Provide a clear, self-contained figure caption. Define labels, symbols, and

abbreviations where necessary. |

2.2 Sample collection / material preparation
[Describe sample collection, handling, preservation, preparation, culture conditions, or

material processing in sufficient detail for reproducibility.]

2.3 Experimental procedures
[Describe experimental procedures, protocols, reagents, instruments, controls, replication,

and quality-control measures. Cite established methods where applicable.]
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2.4 Identification / characterization

[Describe morphological, taxonomic, biochemical, physiological, ecological, or other
identification and characterization methods used in the study.] [Give scientific names in
italics with author citations at first mention, following the International Code of
Nomenclature for algae, fungi, and plants (ICN). For new taxa, provide MycoBank or Index
Fungorum registration numbers and cite holotype/ex-type specimens and cultures with their

herbarium or culture collection acronyms (following Index Herbariorum).]

2.5 Molecular / analytical methods

[Describe DNA/RNA extraction, amplification, sequencing, bioinformatics, database
searches, analytical chemistry, imaging, or other analytical methods, as applicable. Include
software/database versions and key parameters.] [Deposit newly generated sequences in an
INSDC repository (GenBank, ENA, or DDBJ) and report the accession numbers in the text or

a table.]

2.6 Additional assays / measurements
[Describe any additional assays, functional tests, measurements, or validation procedures.

Delete this subsection if it is not required. |

2.7 Statistical analysis
[State the statistical tests, software and version, significance threshold, treatment of
replicates, transformations, diversity indices, or other analyses used. Specify how

assumptions were checked where relevant. ]
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3. Results
[Primary result or analysis heading]: [Present the principal findings objectively and in a
logical sequence. Report relevant sample sizes, effect estimates, uncertainty, test statistics,

and P values where appropriate. Refer to tables and figures in numerical order.]

Table 1: [Table title]

Item Group / source Measurement / characteristic Result / identification
[1] [Group/source A] [Value or observation] [Result / ID]
[2] [Group/source B] [Value or observation] [Result / ID]
[3] [Group/source C] [Value or observation] [Result / ID]

Note: [Define abbreviations, statistical notation, symbols, and any information needed to

interpret the table.]

[Secondary result or analysis heading]: [Report additional results without repeating

information already shown in tables or figures.]

[Insert Figure 2 here]

Fig. 2 — [Figure caption.]

[Insert Figure 3 here]

Fig. 3 — [Figure caption.]

[Insert Figure 4 here]
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Fig. 4 — [Figure caption.]

4. Discussion

[Interpret the principal findings in relation to the study objectives and the existing literature.
Explain agreements, differences, mechanisms, ecological or applied significance, and the

strength of the evidence.]

[Discuss limitations, sources of uncertainty, and the extent to which the findings can be

generalized. Avoid introducing substantial new results in this section.]

[Conclude the discussion with the main take-home message, implications, and—where

justified—specific directions for future research. |
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