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1. What are the 2 main meanings of “Son of Man” in John that Vermes summarizes to begin this section?

2. What does Vermes say “Son of Man” tends to mean/do in the Synoptic Gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke)?

3. To what extent do the Synoptics deploy the apocalyptic “Son of Man” usage based on Daniel?

4. What did Messiah (Christos in Greek) mean to most Jews in Jesus’s time (intertestamental age)?

5. Describe other concepts of the Messiah that begin in Judaism during the Hasmonaean period:



6. How does Vermes assess Jesus in terms of being seen as the King Messiah?

7. In what two ways do the Synoptic Gospels use the title “Son of God”? (What do they mean?)

8. What are the various meanings of “Lord” in Jesus’s period, and how do the synoptics use it?

9. In what sense does Jesus fit the term prophet as it was then used in the Synoptic Gospels?

10. How does Vermes assess Jesus’s conflict with the Jews as depicted in the Synoptics?



