
แบบทดสอบกอ่นเรยีน(Pretest) 

 เรือ่ง Reading for Topic & Main idea        ชัน้มธัยมศกึษาปีที ่2 

Direction:  Choose the best answer. 

               Pizza Hut, Kentucky Fried Chicken, Chester’s Grill, Burger King,  
Mcdonald’s   are _____________. 
 
 

1. What is the suitable topic noun? 

     a. breakfast ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ b. stationary ​ ​ ​        

     c. bookstore           ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ d. fast food restaurants 

Siam Paragon, Central World Plaza, Pratunam Center and The Mall are very popular 

________ in Bangkok. 

 2. What is the best answer?  

     a. malls ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​              b. parks 

     c. markets ​​ ​ ​ ​ ​ d. restaurants 

In my country, bread is an important part of our everyday food. When we sit down for a 

meal, there is always bread on the table. For breakfast, we have bread with butter or 

cheese. Some people have jam or olives. For lunch, we have bread with meat or vegetable 

dish. Poor people eat more bread with small pieces of meat, vegetable or cheese.  

3. What is the most suitable topic for this paragraph?  

    a. A meal ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ b. My country                                                                    

    c. Food ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ d. Bread​ ​ ​ ​ ​  

The sea is very deep in some places. Sometimes it is less deep. Some parts of the sea are 

very shallow. But in some places it is very deep. 

 4. What is the topic noun?  

     a. the sea​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  b. the deep sea                                                                 

     c. the shallow sea ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ d. the places in the sea 

My sister and I always watch TV, read comic books, and play computer games when we are 

free. These are our________.  

5. What is the best answer?                                                                                                                                  



   a. sports​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  b. hobbies                                                                          

   c. indoors life ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ d. outdoors life 

The kiwi lives only in New Zealand. It is a strange bird because it cannot fly. The kiwi is the 

same size as a chicken. It has no wings and no tail. It does not have any feathers like other 

birds. Instead it has hair on its body. Each foot has four toes and its mouth is very long. 

 6. What is the most appropriate topic for this paragraph?                                                                   

 a. a strange bird ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ b. a New Zealand bird                                                      

 c. the kiwi looks like a chicken ​ ​ ​ ​ d. the kiwi, a strange New Zealand 

bird 

 

 

Mexico City is a popular place for tourists. Every year thousands of people go to Mexico 

City. They visit the old and beautiful buildings in this city. In the museum they learn about 

the history of Mexico. And in the restaurant they enjoy the spicy and delicious Mexican 

food.  

7. What is the best topic of the paragraph?                                                                                                      

a. Mexican food ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ b. Mexico                                                                            

c. Mexico City         ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ d. the spicy food 

Cats and dogs are both popular pets. But cats are nicer pets in some ways. First, cats are 

cleaner. They stay very clean and they do not make the house dirty. Cats are also quieter 

than dogs. They usually do not make a lot of noise. Cats are safer, too. Dogs sometimes bite 

people, but cats almost never do. And finally, cats are easier to take care of. You do not 

have to spend much time with a cat. In fact, many cats prefer to be alone. 

8. What‘s the best topic for this paragraph?                                                                                                     

a. Cats​​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  b. Dogs                                                                               

c. Cats and dogs ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ d. Pets 

Birds are excellent source of food. Chickens and turkeys are examples of birds which supply 

man with great quantities of meat. Chickens and other birds also supply eggs. Farmers 

consider most birds as friends because they eat insect pests and the seeds of weeds. Birds 

are useful to people. 

 9. The topic of paragraph is about ________ .                                                                                                 

a. birds ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ b. farmers                                                               

c. chickens ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ d. chickens and turkeys 



Bicycles are very popular today in many countries. Many people use bicycle for exercise. 

But exercise is only one of the reasons why bicycles are popular. Another reason is money. 

Bicycles are not expensive to buy. They do not need gas to make them go. In cities, many 

people like bicycles better than cars. With a bicycle, they never have to wait in traffic. It is 

also to find a place to park. And finally, bicycles do not cause any pollution! 

10. What’s the best topic for this paragraph?                                                                                                   

a. bicycles                   ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ b. many countries                                                 

c. air pollution ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ d. bicycles and cars 

 

ใบความรูท้ี ่1 

การหา Topic Noun 

Topic Noun 

​ Topic Noun คอืลกัษณะในการน าเสนอหวัเรือ่ง ตอ้งเป็นคำนามเทา่นัน้ วธิหีา Topic 

Noun งา่ยๆ ทีห่ลายคนนกึไมถ่งึและใชเ้วลาหาในชว่งระยะเวลาอนัสัน้ แมว้า่เนือ้ เรือ่งนัน้จะมคี
วามยาวเพยีงใดกต็าม น่ันคอืใหส้งัเกตวา่คำนามใดในเนือ้เรือ่งทีม่กีารพดู ถงึบอ่ยครัง้ทีส่ดุ หรอื
คำนามทีม่คีวามถีส่งูสดุในเนือ้เรือ่ง ในการนับความถีข่องคำนาม นัน้ นอกจากเราจะนับคำใชซ้้ำ
ๆ กนัแลว้ เรายงัตอ้งนับตวั reference (คำทีใ่ชอ้า้งถงึ) ทีห่มายถงึคำนามนัน้รวมเขา้ไปดว้ย ในที่
นีจ้ะกลา่วถงึ Topic Noun ใน 2 ลกัษณะคอื 

1.Topic of List 

คอื หวัเรือ่งของรายการตา่งๆ สามารถหาไดโ้ดยพจิารณาจากรายการนัน้ๆ วา่ กลา่วโดยรวมถงึ
เรือ่งอะไร หวัเรือ่งจะกวา้งและครอบคลมุเรือ่งยอ่ยๆ ทัง้หมด 

2.Topic of Paragraph 

คอื หวัเรือ่งของขอ้ความ การอา่นขอ้ความแตล่ะยอ่หนา้ ผูอ้า่นจำเป็นตอ้งเขา้ใจ ถงึหวัขอ้เรือ่ง
ของขอ้ความหรอืทราบวา่ขอ้ความนัน้เกีย่วกบัเรือ่งอะไร หวัขอ้เรือ่งควรม ีความหมายครอบ
คลมุเรือ่งราวทัง้หมดของขอ้ความและไมค่วรจะกวา้งหรอืแคบ จนเกนิไป 

TOPIC NOUN  

1.Topic of List คอื หวัเรือ่งของรายการ หรอืกค็อื Topic Noun น่ันเองเรา สามารถหา ไดโ้ดย
พจิารณาจากรายการนัน้ๆ วา่กลา่วโดยรวมถงึเรือ่งอะไร หวัเรือ่งจะกวา้งและ ครอบคลมุเรือ่ง
ยอ่ยๆ ทัง้หมด เชน่ 

ตวัอยา่ง 

 



 
      practicing yoga 
      jogging                  
      swimming 
      jumping rope 
      exercises 
 

 

จากตวัอยา่ง เมือ่พจิารณาจากรายการทัง้หมดจะพบวา่ practicing yoga (การฝึกโยคะ), 
jogging (การวิง่เหยาะๆ), swimming (การวา่ยน้ำ), dancing (การเตน้รำ), jumping 
rope (การกระโดดเชอืก) ตา่งกเ็ป็นกฬีาชนดิตา่งๆ เพือ่การออกก าลงักาย ดงันัน้หวัขอ้เรือ่ง 
(topic)ของรายการเหลา่นีก้ค็อื exercises น่ันเอง 

Exercise 1 

Direction: Write the correct topic of lists from the following.  

1.            New York                               Washington                          New Mexico                            

              states                                      California                              Florida 

       Topic of lists: ________ 

 

2.            Coca ​       Cola​ ​  coffee ​ ​ lemonade ​  

                tea ​                  juice ​               drinks 

      Topic of lists: ________ 

 

3.             circle ​ ​ shapes ​ ​ oval s​​ square ​ ​ triangle 

​ rectangle    

      Topic of lists: ________ 

 

 

4.             reporter ​singer ​ ​ dancer ​ ​ actor ​​ occupations ​     
chef 

      Topic of lists: ________ 



 

5.            sixteen​ ​ number​ ​ seventy​ ​ eighteen​ nine​         

ten​ ​ fifty-one 

             Topic of lists: ________ 

 

6.             tennis​ ​ football​ ​ sports​​ swimming​ ​ baseball   

​ skiing   

      Topic of lists: ________ 

 

7.            Bangkok​ Sydney​ ​ New ​ york​     Los angeles​        Moscow​  
City​       Paris 

        Topic of lists: ________ 

 

8.            airplane​ jet​       subway​     ship​ ​ train​ ​ boat​            

travel 

         Topic of lists: ________ 

 

9.            labs​   medicine​ nurse​     beds​ ​ hospital​ ​ doctor     

X-rays        patients 

         Topic of lists: ________ 

 

10.         English      Chinese      Japanese      France      Latin      Greek      Arabic      Thai      

German      Language 

         Topic of lists: ________      

 

Exercise 2​  

Direction: Choose the correct topic nouns from the following passages.​  



 
1.  A desk, a chair, a bed, a pillow, a table and a lamp shade are things in 
________. 
 

a. cellar                                                           b. bedroom 

           c. living room                                                 d. dining room 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 
2. We go to Big C to buy a shirt, a pair of jeans, a T-shirt, an underwear, a skirt and a 
blouse. We can get them at the ________ department. 
 
     a. food                                                                          b. fruit 
     c. clothing                                                                    d. sport 
 
         

 

 
3. There are basketball, volleyball, baseball, sepak  takraw, badminton courts for the 
students. These are some  
     of our _______ facilities. 
 
     a. clinic                                                                       b. sport  
     c. library                                                                     d. science laboratory 
 
 

 

 
4. Cleaning the bedroom, washing clothes, cooking food and keeping everything in order 
are just examples of _______. 
 
    a. office work                                                           b. school work  
    c. house work                                                          d. family hobbies 
 



 
5. Wings, a beak, feather, and claws are parts of a ______. 
   
    a. pet                                                                        b. bird  
    c. rodent                                                                 d. rooster 
 
 

 
6. Thailand, Laos, Cambodia and Philippines are countries in the_______. 
 
    a. Africa                                                                 b. Europe  
    c. Australia                                                           d. Southeast Asia 
 
 

 

 
7. The following facilities are examples of _________. Transportation: bus, motorcycle, 
car, train and bicycle. 
 
    a. air                                                                      b. land  
    c. water                                                                d. under ground  
 

 
8. Bell-bottom jeans, polyester suits, wide neckties, plaid pants, vinyl mini-skirts and 
mini-dresses are  
    _________. 
 
   a. appliances                                                        b. furniture  
   c. retro fashion                                                    d. part of the body 
 
9. I get up at six o’clock. I take a bath, have breakfast, go to school, study and play. After   
    school I go back home. This is my ________ . 
 
   a. hobbies                                                             b. sports  
   c. feelings                                                             d. daily routine  
 
 

 
10. Ms.Yinglak wants to buy face powder, eyeliners, mascaras, moisturizers suntan lotion    
      and lip color so she can buy at _______ . 
 
     a. book department                                        b. kid’s department  
     c. cosmetics department                               d. electronics department 



 
1. b 2. c 3. b 4. c 5. b 6. d 7. b 8. c 9. d 10. c 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ใบความรูท้ี ่2 

 

2 Topic of Paragraph                                                                                                                                               

  Topic of Paragraph คอือะไร 

           ในแตล่ะยอ่หนา้จะมหีวัเรือ่ง (Topic) ของยอ่หนา้นัน้ ซึง่จะหาไดโ้ดยการ ถามตน
เองวา่ What is this paragraph about? ลกัษณะของหวัเรือ่งจะมลีกัษณะ เป็นประโยคที่
บรรจคุวามคดิรวบยอด หรอืใจความรวมภายในยอ่หนา้นัน้ มลีกัษณะ เป็นขอ้ความ 

กลางๆแตค่รอบคลมุเนือ้หาทัง้หมดของยอ่หนา้เป็นคำเดยีวหรอืวล ีสัน้ๆ ดงันัน้ Topic of 

Paragraph กค็อื หวัขอ้เรือ่งของขอ้ความน่ันเอง ตวัอยา่งเชน่ 

                         
               Mexico City is a popular place for tourists.  Every year thousands of people 

go to Mexico City.  They visit the old and beautiful buildings in this city.  In the 

museums they learn about the history of Mexico.  And in the restaurants they enjoy 

and delicious Mexican food. 

 
 

        The topic of paragraph is about Mexico City   ซึง่จะครอบคลมุขอ้ความทัง้หมด หาก
กลา่วถงึเฉพาะ  Mexican food     กจ็ะเฉพาะหรอืแคบจนเกนิไป เนือ่งจากผูเ้ขยีนไดก้ลา่วไว ้
เฉพาะประโยคสดุทา้ยเทา่นัน้  หรอืถา้พดูถงึ Mexico กจ็ะเป็นTopic ทีก่วา้งเกนิไป ซึง่ขอ้ความ
ไดก้ลา่วถงึ Mexico ในแงข่อง Mexico City  เทา่นัน้ 



Exercise 

Direction: Complete the most appropriate topic of each paragraph. 

              
              Clouds are very interesting things.  They come in all shapes and sizes.  Some are 

big and thick, still others are small round puffs that dot the sky.  Some clouds are purest 

white, but others are dark gray.   Finally, there are never any two clouds that have exactly 

the same shape.  

 
 

The topic of paragraph is about_______   clouds 

          
            Polluted water is dirty water, or poisonous water.  If the water in the waterways is 
polluted, such as water in the ponds, lakes, rivers, and seas, our life will be unsafe.  We 
use water for drinking, cleaning, and watering crops. 
              
    
            Notice : polluted water – water pollution 
 
 

The topic of paragraph is about_______      water pollution 

 

 
           A baby koala has a pretty easy life.   After it is born, the baby koala is carried in its 

mother’s pouch and is fed by her.   When the koala is sixth months old, its eyes are 

widely open and it is eager to see the outside world.  So its mother carries it on her back 

until the baby koala is almost as big as she is. 

 
 

The topic of paragraph is about_______   a baby koala 

 

 
              Each Sunday afternoon, the Mario family do something that they all decided on.  

The Mario family never do the same thing they did on Sunday before.   One month last 

fall, they spent their Sunday afternoon at the zoo, at a play, at the circus and played 

football in the park.  The Sunday afternoon that the Mario family like best was the one at 

the circus. 

 



 

The topic of paragraph is about_______   the Mario’s family 

 

 
            Tree squirrels are probably the best known of all wild animals.   There are several 

different kinds of tree squirrels.   The Mario squirrel is probably the most common.  You 

will find it in parks  

and even on city streets. The red squirrel likes to stay in the forests.  Two other 

well-known kinds  

are the fox squirrel and the flying squirrel. 

 
 

The topic of paragraph is about_______   three squirrels 

 

 

 

Direction: Choose the most appropriate topic of a paragraph. 

             
            The food in Mexico sometimes surprises tourists. It can be very spicy! Mexican 

cooks use a special kind of pepper.  This pepper is so spicy it almost burns your mouth. 

But most people start to like the spices after a while.  They learn to like Mexican food 

very much. 

 
 

1. What is the topic of paragraph about?                                                                                                           

    a. The Mexico City​ ​ ​ ​ ​  b. The Mexican food                                            

    c. The special kind of pepper ​   ​ ​ ​  d. The tourists         b 

 

 
                    What animal has the longest nose in the world?  If you thought the elephant, 

you were right.  The elephant’s nose, called a trunk, is also the most useful nose in the 

world. The elephant uses its nose to sniff food, roll logs, and fight foes. When it is thirsty, 

the elephant can drink six quarts with its nose.  It also uses its nose for taking a bath too. 

 



 

2. The topic of paragraph is about ____________ .                                                                                         

     a. elephant’s activities ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ b. a nose that fight                                               

     c. packing a trunk​​ ​ ​ ​  ​ d. the elephant’s nose      d 

 

 
         What do you know about the sea? The first thing to remember is that the sea is very 

big. You can see that there is less land than sea. The sea covers three-quarters of the 

world. Its depth is different at different places. 

 
 

3. The topic of paragraph is about ____________ .                                                                                         

    a. the world                                                                        ​ b. the sea                                                               

    c. the depth ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ d. the first thing to remember   b 

 

 

 
           Some insects destroy plants and trees. Some destroy stored grain, flour, and meal. 

Some attack clothing and carpets. Others cause discomfort to animals by boring into 

their skin, biting or stinging. Some insects are real pests but many are helpful, too. Some 

eat harmful larvae. Others help with decay by eat rotting woods and plants. 

 
 

4. The topic of paragraph is about ________ .                                                                                                  

       a. pests ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ b. animals                                                                           

       c. some insects ​ ​ ​ ​               d. plants and trees     c 

 

 

 
              All around the world large cities have the same problem.  That problem is air 

pollution.  Bangkok has very bad air.  The air there is dirty and very unhealthy.  Cars are 

one reason for the dirty 

Air.  Many Thais now own their own cars and drive in the city. 



             The factories in the area also cause air pollution.  These factories put a lot of 

smoke into the air.  It is not easy to clean up the air in a large city.  The government has to 

make new laws and everyone has to help. 

 
 

5.  The topic of paragraph is about ________ .      

      a.  Air pollution   ​​ ​ ​ ​ b.  Factories in Bangkok 

      c.  Bangkok   pollution      ​ ​ ​ ​ d.  How cars cause air pollution    

 

  

 
            Now, millions of people shop in malls all over the country.  These malls contain 

supermarkets and large department stores.  Small clothing stores cater to all most every 

possible taste.  Gift shops sell a wide variety of merchandise, ranging from inexpensive 

items to costly ones.  Art and photography shops are found in great numbers.  Record 

shops are around every corner. 

  
   

      

6.  The topic of paragraph is about ________ .       

      a.  Shopping malls​ ​ ​ ​ ​ b.  Supermarket 

      c.  Department stores  ​ ​ ​ ​ d.    photography and record shops    

 

 
       All most universities have nicknames.  Usually these nicknames are liked to sports 

teams.  Some of the names are colors.  Two of these are Big red and the Green Wave.  

Other nicknames are of natural disasters.  Examples are the Hurricanes and the Cyclones.  

The animal kingdom, however, has provided the most nicknames.   

 
 

7.  The topic of paragraph is about ________ .       

      a.  Sports teams​ ​ ​ ​ ​ b.  Universities nicknames 

      c.  The Big red and the Green Wave​ ​ d.  The Hurricanes and the Cyclones 

 



 
       The job of a young doctor is not easy.  Doctor often spend many hours with patient.  

There are usually more patients waiting.  So doctors do not have much free time during 

the day.  They often have to work all night in hospital too.  Or they may have to go 

somewhere suddenly when someone 

 is ill.  Even when doctors are very tired,  they have to think very carefully. 

 
 

 8.  The topic of paragraph is about ________ .     

     a.   A patient’s life​ ​ ​ ​ ​ b.  A doctor’s decision 

     c.   A doctor’s job​​ ​ ​ ​ d.  A doctor and his patient 

 

 
    Hurricanes are dangerous storms.  It is quite common for them to hit areas that extend 

hundreds of miles.  Their power winds are called gales.  Gales cause dreadful damage to 

property.  Many people have lost their lives during these wind storms.  It is wise to seek 

shelter when such a storm comes near.  One should keep in mind that while the eye of 

the storm is calm, this does not mean all is well, The other side of the storm will soon 

pass the same area as the eye, at a speed up to 150 miles an hour. 

 
 

 

9. The topic of paragraph is about ________ .    

     a.  Dangerous storms​ ​ ​ ​ b.  Hurricane winds 

     c. the eye of hurricane​ ​ ​ ​ d.  Hurricanes, dangerous storms     d 

 

     
               All clouds are made of many little drops of water.  But not all clouds are alike.  

There three kinds of clouds.  Cirrus clouds are one kind.  These are made of ice drops.  

They look very soft and light.  Another kind of clouds is called a cumulus cloud.  They are 

very large and deep and flat on the bottom.  We usually see cumulus clouds on arm 

summer days and finally there are stratus clouds, which cover the whole sky.  These 

clouds make the sky gray and the sun does not shine at all. 

 

 

10. The topic of paragraph is about ________ .    



      a.  Cirrus clouds​ ​ ​ ​ ​ b.  cumulus clouds 

      c.  stratus clouds​​ ​ ​ ​ d.  kinds of clouds      d 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. You’ve probably heard that older men die before older women virtually everywhere in 
the world. In the United States, women are expected to live an average of 80.4 years, while 
men live only 75.2 years. Sociologists attribute many factors to this trend. For example, 
men have higher testosterone levels than women, which may make men more likely to 
abuse alcohol and tobacco, drive aggressively, and engage in other life-threatening 
behaviors. Men also choose riskier types of work and become involved in wartime 
aggression, which are connected to men’s decreased life expectancy. Studies also show 
that women are less likely to experience life-threatening illnesses and health problems 
than men are. 

   a. women’s health                       ​ ​ ​  b. men and risky behaviors  

   c. testosterone and age ​ ​ ​ ​ d. men’s life expectancy       d       

 

 

Main Idea (ประโยคใจความสำคญั) 

                 Main Idea คอื ใจความสำคญัหรอืใจความหลกัของเรือ่ง ซึง่เป็นสว่นสำคญั
ทีส่ดุของเรือ่ง ซึง่เป็นสว่น ทีค่รอบคลมุและควบคมุเรือ่งนัน้ๆ  ใจความสำคญัเป็นการสรปุ
คามคดิหลกั  ทืผู่เ้ขยีนตอ้งการบอกแกผู่อ้า่น และใหข้อ้มลูเพิม่เตมิเกีย่วกบัหวัเรือ่งนัน้ๆ 

กลา่วคอื ในแตล่ะยอ่หนา้ตอ้งม ีmain idea เพยีงอนัเดยีว และถา้เมือ่ ขาด main idea ไป
แลว้ จะทำใหไ้มเ่กดิเนือ้เรือ่งตา่ง ๆ ขึน้ หรอืทำใหไ้มท่ราบจดุประสงคเ์รือ่งนัน้ ๆ แลว้ 
ทำใหเ้กดิความเขา้ใจคลาดเคลือ่นได ้

ตำแหน่งของ Main Idea 

1. อยูต่รงตน้เรือ่ง  

                   A baby elephant is the biggest of all land babies. A newborn baby weighs 

more than two hundred pounds. It is about three feet high. The new baby is strong, 

too. Almost as soon as it is born, it can walk about. 



          ยอ่หนา้นีก้ลา่วถงึลกูชา้งวา่เป็นลกูสตัวบ์ก (land babies) ทีม่ขีนาดใหญท่ีส่ดุ โดย
บอกวา่ ลกูชา้งทีเ่กดิ ใหม ่จะมนี้ำหนักมากกวา่ 200 ปอนด ์และสงูราว ๆ 3 ฟตุ นอกจากนี ้
ยงัแข็งแรงดว้ย เพราะตอนทีค่ลอด ออกมา มนัจะสามารถเดนิไดท้นัท ีดงันัน้ ใจความ
สำคญั (Main Idea) จงึอยูท่ีป่ระโยคแรก คอื A baby elephant is the biggest of all land 

babies. 

 

2. อยูท่า้ยเรือ่ง  

                  Most people are free to enjoy themselves in the evenings and on 

weekends. Some spend their time watching television, listening to the radio, or going 

to movies; others participate in sports. It depends on their interests. There are 

various ways to spend one's free time. 

         ยอ่หนา้นีก้ลา่วถงึ การใชเ้วลาวา่งของคนในตอนเย็น และวนัสดุสปัดาหว์า่ บางคน
จะดโูทรทศัน ์บางคน ฟังวทิย ุไปชมภาพยนตรห์รอืไปเลน่กฬีา มนัขึน้อยูก่บัความสนใจ
ของแตล่ะคน มวีธิทีีจ่ะใชเ้วลาวา่งมากมาย หลายวธิ ีดงันัน้ ใจความสำคญั (Main Idea) 

จงึอยูท่ีป่ระโยคทา้ย คอื There are various ways to spend one's free time. 

 

3. อยูต่รงกลางเรือ่ง 

                   Keep your tree outdoors until the day before Christmas. Never use lighted 

candles. There are also other suggestions for avoiding a Christmas tree fire. Turn off 

the lights before you leave the house and throw away the tree by New Year's Day.  

           ยอ่หนา้นีก้ลา่วถงึคำแนะนำ เพือ่หลกีเลีย่ง มใิหเ้กดิไฟไหมต้น้ครสิตม์าสวา่ ใหน้ำ
ตน้ครสิตม์าสไปไวน้อก บา้น กอ่นจะถงึวนั ครสิตม์าสและไมใ่หจ้ดุเทยีนไวด้ว้ย นอกจาก
นี ้ยงัแนะนำอกีวา่ ใหปิ้ดไฟกอ่นออกจากบา้น และทิง้ตน้ไมเ้มือ่ถงึวนัปีใหม ่ดงันัน้  

ใจความสำคญั (Main Idea) จงึอยูท่ีป่ระโยคกลาง คอื There are also other suggestions 

for avoiding a Christmas tree fir  

                      วธิกีารจับใจความสำคญั 

1.​ อา่นขอ้ความอยา่งรวดเร็ว 

2.​ อา่นประโยคแรกและประโยคสดุทา้ยของแตล่ะยอ่หนา้อยา่งระมดัระวงั 
เนือ่งจากใจความสำคญัสว่นใหญม่กัปรากฏอยูป่ระโยคแรกหรอืประโยค
สดุทา้ย 

3.​ อา่นขา้มรายละเอยีดปลกียอ่ยทีไ่มต่อ้งการแตใ่หค้วามสนใจ กบัสว่นทีเ่ป็น
สาระสำคญัของเรือ่ง 

4.​ สรปุสาระสำคญัของขอ้ความใหค้รอบคลมุเนือ้เรือ่งทัง้หมด 

                 



                   Cats and dogs are both popular pets. But cats are nicer pets in some ways.  
First, cats are cleaner. They stay very clean and they do not make the house dirty.  Cats 
are also quieter than dogs. They usually do not make a lot of noise. Cats are safer, too. 
Dogs sometimes bite people, but cats almost never do. And finally, cats are easier to take 
care of. You do not have to spend much time with a cat. In fact, many cats prefer to be 
alone. 
 
 

Topic  :  Cats and dogs 

Main idea  :  Cats are nicer than dogs some ways. 

Exercise  

Direction:  Read each paragraph and choose the best main idea sentence. 

 

               There is a way to help you remember people’s names. When you meet someone 

new, think of something about them that will help you remember. For example, if you 

meet Ms. Brown, say to yourself, “Ms. Brown has brown hair.” or, if you meet Mr. Long, 

say to yourself, Mr. Long likes singing a song. Many people find that this helps them 

remember other people’s names. 

 
 

1. What is the main idea of this passage? 

     a. There is a way to help you remember people’s names.                                                                         

      b. When you meet someone new, think of them. 

      c.  If you meet a Ms. Brown, try to remember her.        a 

      d. A Mr. Long will help you remember other people’s names.  

 

        

 
           Some words in English have the same sound, but you write them in differently, and 

they mean different things. Take the word won,  for example.  Won has the same sound 

as the word one, but it mean something different and is written differently.  Another 

example is the word write.  It has the same sound as the word right 

 
 

2.  What is the main idea of this passage? 

     a.  Won has the same sound as the word one. 



     b. Write has the same sound as the word right. 

     c. Some English words have the same sound but different meaning. 

     d.  Some English words have both the same sound and meaning.     c 

 

 
              There are two kinds of television stations in the United States.  One kind is 
commercial.  About 841 of the U.S. television stations are commercial stations.  These 
stations are businesses.  They show ads to make money.  The other kind of television 
station is public.  These stations do not show any ads.  They get some money from the 
government.  They also get money from the people who watch  public stations. 
 
 

3.  What is the main idea of this passage? 

      a.  About 841 of the U.S. television stations are commercial stations. 

     b. There are two kinds of television stations in the United States.   b 

     c. The commercial television stations show ads to make money. 

     d.  The public television stations get some money from the government. 

 

              
          India is a popular place for tourists.  Every year thousands of people go there.  They 
visit the old and beautiful buildings in this country.  In the museums they learn about the 
history of India.  And in the restaurant they enjoy the spicy and delicious Indian food. 
 
 

4. What is the main idea of this passage? 

    a.  India is a popular place for tourists.   

    b. Thousands of people visit India. 

    c.  The buildings in India are beautiful. 

    d.  The Indian food is delicious.    A 

 

 

                  Do you want to do something interesting? Go to a museum this weekend. If 

you go to a museum, you will learn something from the treasures of the past. Walk up 

and down and look at the pictures and the statues. You will begin to understand how 

people throughout history have thought and felt. Forget what modern life is like and 



stand among the exhibits, you will be in the middle of history and feel what it was like to 

live in another time. 

 
 

5. What is the main idea of this passage?  

1) History is not like the modern world.                                                                                                             

2) Museums help us understand people in the past.        2                                                                             

3) It is interesting to go to museum on the weekends.                                                                                    

4) Look at the treasures from the past, the painting, and statues. 

 

 
                    Medicinal drugs may cause you to be a poor driver. You might even cause an 

accident. Some drugs may make a sick person think he or she can drive. But many drugs 

cause you to think more slowly and some even harm your vision, so remember that 

drugs can affect your driving. Be careful! Drive only when you are sure that drugs aren’t 

affecting you. Take medicines only as directed. Good drivers may become poor ones 

when they use drugs or other forms of medication. 

       
 

6. Which of the following statements expresses the main idea?  

1) Take medicines only as directed.                                                                                                                     
2) A poor driver might cause an accident.                                                                                                         
3) Many drugs cause you to think more slowly.                                                                                                
4) Medicinal drugs taken before driving may be dangerous.    4 

 

 
          Large forests are important to us in many ways.  They keep us wood for building 
and heating.  They are a home for many kinds of plants and animals.  And for many city 
people, forests are a place to go for a vacation.  They can breathe fresh air and sleep in a 
quiet place.  But there is one more reason why forests are important for everyone.  The 
leaves on the trees help clean the air.  Dirty air is a problem in many parts of the world. 
   
 

7.  What is the main idea of this passage? 

     a.   Forests are place for a vacation.   

     b.  How the trees in the forest help clean the air. 



     c.  Forests keep us wood for building and heating.   

     d.  Why forests are important in many ways.   D 

 

 
           Some big factories pour poisonous, unwanted thing into the water, killing fish and 
endangering the water for drinking.  Careless people who drop litter make public parks 
into dirty place,  Burning garbage turns the air unclean for miles around.  Junkyards, full 
of used, useless cars can be found in large numbers throughout the countryside.  Yes, 
signs of destruction of living space can be found everywhere. 
 
 

8.  What is the main idea of this passage? 

      a.  Factories pour poisonous, unwanted thing into the water. 

     b. Destruction of living space can be found everywhere.    b 

     c. Burning garbage turns the air unclean. 

     d. Junkyards can be found throughout the countryside. 

 

 
          Cities began to have many serious problems. The rich people and the businesses 
did not pay city taxes anymore.  The poor people could not pay much money in taxes.  So 
cities has less money for schools and housing.  Sometime they could not pay their police 
officers or firefighters.  And they could not take good care of their streets and parks. 
 
 

9.  What is the main idea of this passage? 

      a. Cities began to have many problems.       a 

      b. The rich people did not pay city taxes. 

     c.  Cities had less money for schools and housing. 

     d.  People did not take good care of their streets and parks. 

 

 

 
           Teenagers who love to dance spend hours there.  People in their twenties and 
thirties, who enjoy the music and who like to dance, find discos the place to be.  
Everyone likes the disco’s up atmosphere.  Lively discos attract many people. 



  
 

10.  What is the main idea of this passage? 

      a.  Teenagers who love to dance spend hours there.   

      b.   People in 20’s & 30’s find discos the place to be. 

      c.  Everyone likes “up” atmosphere.  

      d. Lively discos attract many people.    

 

Exercise 3.6 Main Idea 

Part One 

 Directions: Match the Main Ideas given with the appropriate paragraphs. (item 1-5) 

 Electricity is a servant for modern man. 

 Computers are becoming an essential part of education. 

 The Grand Palace is one of the most popular tourist destinations in Thailand.  

There are three good options for traveling between Rome and Paris.  

American “fast food” restaurants have become increasingly popular in Thailand. 

 Internet addiction is real problem nowadays 

 

 

Part Two Directions: Write the appropriate main idea for each paragraph. (item 6-10) 

 

       
                  Wild animals find a variety of ways to survive in cold weather. Some leave for a 

warmer climate. Others crawl into caves or other shelters and sleep until spring. Others 

store food in advance, to prepare for winter. Many grow heavier coats of fur. Animals 

seem well - equipped to survive even under conditions of extreme cold. 

 
 6. Main Idea : _________________________________________ 
 
 
 

 



              Electricity is a servant for modern man. It provides power to do a lot of work for 

him. It heats homes and stores. It cools buildings by running air conditioners. Electricity 

can also be very dangerous to man. Lightening, a form of electricity, has started many 

fires and struck many people. Other injuries and deaths have come from electricity in the 

home 

 

7.  Main Idea : _________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

     
              Fire ants are painful and destructive pests. The fire ant earned its name because 

of its venom. In addition to causing pain, fire ants damage many crops by eating the 

plants Fire ants are attracted to soybeans, eggplants, corns, okras, strawberries, and 

potatoes.  

 

8. Main Idea : _____________________________________________ 

 
 

 

 
          Reggae music is a complex mix of message and style. Originating in Jamaica in the 

1960s, reggae evolved from folk music that protested racism and corruption. Reggae also 

has a religious side that is based on the Bible from the view of black culture. Some critics 

say that the serious messages of reggae are easier to accept because of its powerful 

dance beat.  

 

9. Main Idea : _____________________________________________ 

 
 

 

                 Hydrogen is a very important and well-known gas. There are many ways of 

preparing it for commercial uses. Cavendish, an Englishman, has been recognized as the 

discoverer of hydrogen. He was the first to get it into a pure condition and recognize it as 

an independent substance different from any other known inflammable gases.  

 

10. Main Idea : ____________________________________________  

 



 

Part Two  

 6) Wild animals find a variety of ways to survive in cold weather.  

 7) Electricity is a servant for modern man  

8) Fire ants are painful and destructive pests.   

9) Reggae music is a complex mix of message and style. 

 10 )Hydrogen is a very important and well-known gas. 

 

 

4. การเขา้ใจรายละเอยีด (Understanding the details)  

     การเขา้ใจความหมายของแตล่ะขอ้ความนัน้นอกจากจะตอ้งรูเ้กีย่วกบัใจความสำคญัแลว้ ผูอ้า่น
ตอ้งสามารถเขยีนรายละเอยีดตา่งๆ (details) กบัใจความสำคญัของเรือ่งไดด้ว้ย  

      จดุประสงคใ์นการใหร้ายละเอยีดของขอ้ความมอียู ่3 ประการ คอื  

      1.    ทำใหใ้จความสำคญัถกูตอ้งและแน่ชดัยิง่ขึน้  

      2.    ชว่ยบรรยายหรอืขยายความคดิหลกัใหก้วา้งออกไป 

      3.    ใหค้วามกระจา่งหรอือธบิายใจความสำคญัอยา่งชดัเจน 

                การเชือ่มโยงรายละเอยีดของขอ้ความกบัใจความสำคญั มวีธิกีารดงันี ้
1. อา่นประโยคแรกของยอ่หนา้ซึง่สว่นใหญจ่ะเป็นTopic sentenceทีบ่รรจใุจความสำคญัของ
เรือ่งไว ้                                                                                             2. ตัง้คำถามเกีย่วกบัใจความ
สำคญัของเรือ่ง โดยเริม่ตน้คำถามดว้ย what, who, when, why หรอื how                                                      

3. อา่นประโยคทีเ่หลอืในยอ่หนา้ และหารายละเอยีดตา่งๆ ทีต่อบคำถามใน ขอ้ 2                                        

4. อา่นขอ้ความทัง้หมดอกีครัง้หนึง่ ทบทวนเกีย่วกบัใจความสำคญัและ รายละเอยีดทีส่นับสนุน 

5. การใชค้ำอา้งองิ (Using reference words) 

                โดยปกตใินขอ้ความตา่งๆมกัไมน่ยิมใชค้ำเดยีวซ้ำหลายครัง้ แตจ่ะใชค้ำอืน่ๆ ซึง่มคีวาม
หมายเดยีวกนัหรอืใกลเ้คยีงกนั 

                Pronouns (สรรพนาม) 

                เป็นคำทีใ่ชแ้ทนคำนามทีก่ลา่วถงึ ซึง่มคีวามสำคญัตอ่การอา่น โดยจะทำใหผู้อ้า่นเขา้ใจ
มากยิง่ขึน้เชน่    I, we, he, she, it, they, them, him, her, this, that, these, those 

 
 
6. การอา่นแบบ Scanning 

                Scanning เป็นเทคนคิทีใ่ชใ้นการพัฒนาการอา่นเร็วเพือ่หาคำตอบใหก้บัคำถามทีต่อ้งการ
รูเ้ทา่นัน้ เราใชท้กัษะนีใ้นการหาหมายเลข
โทรศพัท ์ดว้ยการมองทีอ่กัษรแรกของชือ่แลว้กวาดสายตาไปตามรายชือ่นัน้อยา่งรวดเร็วจนก
ระทัง่พบหมายเลขทีต่อ้งการ นอกจากนีย้งัใชใ้นการ
หา ดรรชนขีองหนงัสอื, รายชือ่ภาพยนตรแ์ละรายการโฆษณาหรอืขา่วจากหนงัสอืพมิ
พ ์รวมทัง้การหาคำ  สถานที ่ หรอื ชือ่ (จากพจนานุกรม, แผนที ่และ



รายการ) เวลาหรอืวนัที ่(จากตารางกำหนดเวลา และปฏทินิ) หรอืสถติ(ิจากตาราง, แผนภาพ 

และแผนภมู)ิ 

                Scanning ไมใ่ชท่กัษะการอา่นเพือ่หาใจความสำคญัของ
เรือ่ง แตเ่ป็นวธิกีารหารายละเอยีด (Details) ของขอ้ความโดยมุง่ทีจ่ะตอบคำถามทีต่อ้งก
ารรูเ้ทา่น ัน้ ดงันัน้ หากผูอ้า่นไดฝึ้ก
ทกัษะ Scanning จนเกดิความชำนาญจะมปีระโยชนอ์ยา่งมากในการทำขอ้สอบรวมท ัง้การ
อา่นขอ้ความทีพ่บในชวีติประจำวนั
ตา่งๆ หรอืแมแ้ตก่ารอา่นคำถามของขอ้ความกอ่นแลว้หาคำตอบในเนือ้เร ือ่งทีย่าวขึน้ ก็
จะทำใหจ้บัใจความหรอืหาคำตอบไดอ้ยา่งรวดเร็ว 
 

 

 


