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AN ACT TO AMEND THE £0 STITUTION OF THE _ .
DEMOCRATIC SOCIALIST REFiI3LIC OF SRI LANKA. : i

o A K

BE it enacted by the Pariisment of the Democratic
Socialist Republic of Sri lLanka as follows i- -

a8 T Thle Act may be cited as the Fourteenth Anund-nant' -
to the Constitution.

t of 2. Article 35 of the Democratic Socialist Hepublic of = v a
35 Sri Lanks (hereinafter referred to as “"the Constitution") is Voes |
hezeby asended in paragraph (3) of that Axticle, by the Lo
sion, substituilon, for the words "relating to the election of the v
President®, of the woxds "relating to the election of the S
President ox the validity of a referenduam or to proceedings in
the Court of Appeal under Article 144 or in the Supreme Court,
relating to the election of a Member of Parliament,"

s of 3, Article 62 of the Constitution is hereby amended by the

_repeal paragraph (1) of this article and the substitution, of y

"“the follwing paragraph therefoze :- :

_\_'\-"""'"'“'  m (1) There shall be a Farliament which shall consist
of two bundred and twenty five Members elected in .

accordance with the Provisions of the Constitution”.

' 4 Article 80 of the Constitution is hereby amended in
&eile 20 paragraph (2) of that Article by the substitution for the words - ..
£ =4 "duly apjroved by the People at a Referendum", of the following .i=': -

smaistition: " duly approved by the People at a R‘stiundﬁn"

¢
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Mo such certificate shall be endorsed by the President W
on a Bill - v :
(a) ip any case whera no petition is filed -

challenging tbe validity of the Referendum

TRUE coryY at which such Bill was approved by the

People, until after the expiration of the ) ,
Y SE?«-.«- peried within which a petition may be filed, AR
BESHA KIRTHI SRI LANKA under the law applicable in that bebalf, L
'*Gf‘fs'itfs“"fﬁf‘.‘f“ ' challenging the validity of such referendum;

. 24 “'-;1':(:‘_-""_:-_-;‘-'*"_\.1;‘3__?5‘,_ (b) 4in. any case where a petition is filed challenging
© N, 48, Jaiurgeiim T the validity of the Referendum at which such o

’ Bill was approved by the People, until after:

or the Supreme Court determines that such
Referendum was valid." v
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The following Article is inserted inmediately after

_swsriiomef o O
b opcle gh? | A hsticle % and shall bave effect as Article 96A of the
bis = Constitution -
+ sesrisction. ’
' “Division of 96A (1) Within two weeks of the coming -
electoral into force of this Article, the President. shall,
districts fox the purpase of dividing vhere necessary, . . ;v
into zones. electoral districts entitled to retuzn,more thad =G
- . ten members intc zones, eataullsh a Delimitation X
R R  Commission consisting of three persons appointed s
R ! by him who be is satisfied axe not astively . e
ot engaged in politicas. The President shall appeint i5%
.-.-'- one of such persons to be the Chairman. . o ='5 .




(2) 1f any memher of the Delimitation
Commission ahall die or resign or of the
Presmident ia satisfied that any such member
has become incapable of discharging bhis functions
as puch, the Fresident whall, in accordance with
paragraph (1) of this Article, appoint another
person in his place.

(3) Where it appears to the Delimitation
Commission that there Lo in any electoral district
entitled to return more than ten members, a
substantial concentration of persons united by a
community of interest, whether racial, religious
or otherwise, but differing in one or more respects
from the majority of the electors in that electoral
district, the Delimltation Commission may, after

affording the pullig, gr % ty of making
:lp:inntni_oim‘:ﬂlaﬂ'- t .%ﬁoml dlstriot
ioto zonea so as to ensuré the representation of
that interest, so however, that an electoral
district entifled to return more than ten but
lesa than tventy members, shall be divided into
not more than two zones, and an electoral
district entitled to return more than twenty
members, shallbedivided into not wmore than thres °
zones.

(4) In dividing an slectoral .district
into zones, the Delimitation Commispion shall
have regard to the polling divisions into
which that electoral district has been divided
under the law for the time being in force
relatipg to the registration of electora, so
ap to ensure, as far as practicadble, that each
zone s a combination of ‘two or more of such
polling divisions, LRI

(5) The provisions of paragraph (5) and
(6) of Article 96 shall, wutatis mutandis,apply
to docilioqn of the Deliwmitation Commission.

(6) The Chairman of the Delimitation
Commission shall communicste to the President,
the decisicns of the Commission as regards the
divigion of electoral districls into zonea e
withinp two months of the coming into fo;pi@gﬁ?i;i"
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(7) The Président shall ..  roclamation
publish the nsaes and boundaries o: the zones
into whieh an :lectoral district has teen
divided, in accordanee with the decisions
of the Delimitation Commission. The zones
specified in—the Proclamation shall}-couwe-into
operation at the next ensuing Ceneral-Eleetion
of Members of Parliament, and shall be the zones
of that electoral distriat for the purposes .of
the Constitution and any lav for the time being
in foree relating to the election of Members of
Parliament". o

Azticle 98 of the {‘unat!tut.lon is hereby amended by the

repeal of paragraph (8) of that Article and the auhstitution.
of the fellowing paragraph therefor i=-

"(8) (a) The Commissioner of Elections, ae soon as
pessible aftex the certification of the registers of electors
for all the electoral districts, shall, by Ordex published
in the GCazette, cextify the number of wembers which each
electoral distriet is entitled to return by virtue of the
Proclamation undex m%} d this Article, and in
tke case of m &5 into zonea, shall cextify
the number of nnbua which each zone in sush electoral
distriet is entitled to return. .

(b) Where an electoral distriet has been divided

-into zones the appoxtionsent of the members. which sueh .. _ .

electoral district is entitled to return among the zones
into whieh such electoral distriet has been divided
shall be in the same proportion as the proportion

“which the total number of electors whose

pemes appear in the electoral register-foxr each such

zone bears to the total number of electors whose names

appear in the electoral register for that electoral

district and the provisions of paragraphs (4)-(5)- (6)

and (7) shall, mutatis mutandis apply for the. purposes .

of such appartmnmnt subject to the following modifications

as if - :

(a) for the expression " the tntal number of electo:l

whose names appear in the registers of electors
of all the electoral districta™, there were
substituted the expression "the total number of
electors whose names appear in the register of
electors of an electoral district";

(b)  for the words "one and hundred sixty", there vere
substituted the words "the number of members
which such electoral district is entitled to
return reduced by one";

(¢) for the expression "the total number of electors
- whose-names-appear in the register of electors of
each electoral district”, there were substituted
expression "the total number of electors whose
names appear in the register of electors for
_each zone";

(d) for the words “slectoral " - -
substituted the word n; é’f"t’i“ there wexs m)
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Ts Aztiele 99 of the Cons titution is nerebvy repealed

and the following Article subatituted therefor :-
"Propor- 99, (1) At any election of Membars of

. ~ tiopal Parliament, the total number of members whish B
represen- an electoral distriet is entitled to return she.
tation. be the number specified by the Conmissioner of

Elections in the Order published im aceordance ;
with the provisions of paragraph (8) of Artislef

(2) Every elector at an election of |
Mesbers of Parliament shall, in addition to his
vote, be entitled to indicate his preferences
for not more than three candidates nmominated 1§
by the same recognized political paxty or :
independent group.

[
. (3) any recognized political party c:§:
any group of persons contesting as independent

candidates (hereinafter referred to aa an |
“independent group") may for the purpose of any |

election of Members of Parliament for any elect:

Jortiooo o dietriet, submit one nomination paper setting
out the names of such number of candldates as i
equivalent to the number of members to be elect:.

for that electoral district, increased by three, ‘E,

(4) Each elector whose name appears .
the register of electors shall he entitled to ¢
one vote notwithstanding that his name appears
in the electoral register in more than one

electoral district.

(5) The recognized political party
or independent group which polls the higheat nuzs
of votes in any electoral district shall be ent.
to have the candidate nominated by it, who has ©
secured the highest number of preferences, dec‘.-s%
elected. - g

{5) (a) Every recoghizaﬂ p:oliti.cnl 3
and independent group polling less than one-eig:l

— of the total votes polled at any election in ar; %

aﬁaﬁﬂf.—“- electoral district shall be disqualified from Y k.

T any candidates of such party or group belhg ele: 3
o for that electoral district.

(b) The votes polled by the disguge
parties and independent groups, if any, shall be _:.
deducted from the total votes polled at the ele:f
in that electoral district and the number of vcu
resulting from such deduction ls hereinafter re.d
to as the "relevant number of votes".

oo (1) e élevant nuaber of votes sha :
be divided by the number of members tc be cloatug

O ) . for.that electoral district reduced by one, If
I .. ousber resulting from such division is an integes ¢
_that lnteger, or if that number is an integer sx| !
.fraction, the integer immediately higher to tha: &
~integer and frectiou is lLerelnafiter referred Lo ::ii
the "resulting numbsr". £
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(8) Moe number of votes oolled by tucu recognised
political party and independent zroup (other than those
parties or gyonps disqualified under puragraph (6) of this
Article) begiming with the party or group which polled
the highest mumber of votes, shall then bu divided by the
resulting numker and the returning officer shall declare
elected from esch such party or group, im accordanceé with”
the preferences secured by each of the candidates. nominated
by such party or group (the candidate securing the highest
pumber of preferences being declared firat, the candidate
securing the mext highbeat number of preferences belng
declared slected next and so on) such number of candidates
(excluding the candidate declared elected under paragraph (5)
of this Article) as is equivalent to the whole numbexr regul ting
from the divigion by the resulting number of the votes polled
by such party or group. The .remainder of the votes, if any,
after such division, shall be dealt with, if necessary, under
paregraph (9) of this Article. '

(9) Wrere after the declaration of the election of .
members as provided im paragraph (8) of this Arxticle there
are one or more members yet to be declared elected, such
member or nusber of members shall bte declared elected by
zeference to the remainder of the votes referred to in
* paragraph (B) to the credit of each party or group aftex the
declaration made under that paragraph and the votes polled
by any party or group not having any ol its candidates
declared slected under paragraph (8), the candidate
nominated by ibe party or group having the hlghest of such
votes, who has secured the highest or next highest number
of preferences being declared elected a member and so on
until gll the sembers to be elected are declared elected.

(10) (a) ¥here the number of votes polled by each
recognized political party or independent group is less
than the resulting numbex zeferred to In patagraph (1) of
this Article the party oxr group which has polled the
highest numbex of votes ‘shall be entitled to have the )
candidate nomisated by that party or group (eéxcluding the ™~~~
candidate declared elected under paragraph (5) of thia
Article) who has secured the highest number of preferences
declared elected and if there are one or more members yet
t+o be declared elected, the party or group baving the next
highest number of votes polled shall be entitled to have
the candidate nominated by that party or group who has
gecured the highest number of preferences declared elected
end so on, until all the membere to-be-elected for that
‘electoral district are declared clected under the proviaione

‘of this paragraphe.

(b) After the determination under paregraph (2)
if there are osé Or more members yet to be declared elected in .

respect of that electoral district the provisions oI that—
paragraph shally sutatis mutandls, apply to the election of"

such ‘membezs. .
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(11) Where under parad ~on (5) or (9) oz (10)
of this Article an equallty j.g__.-..n_i_rli__t:g_uxiut between
the votes polled by two or mOXe -;:&cnylized.mljiiﬂa.l"'.
parties or iwo OI more independ=nf groups or any _ . .
combination of them and the addi:ionl of a vote would
entitle the candidate of one puch party Or group to be
elacted, the determination of the party or group to which
such additional vote shall be desmed to have been given

slall be made by lot.

(12) For the purposts of this Article the numbex
of votes polled ghall be deemad o ve the number of votes
counted othex than rejooted vot=ai. :

(13) (a) Where a Member of Parliament ceases,
by zesignatian, explusion or otherwise, to be a member
of a recognized politicul party or independent group on
vhose nomination papeor (hereinaltex referred to as the
wrelevant nomination papex") his name appenred at the time
of his becoming such Member of Parliament, his seat shall’
become vacant upon the expiration of a period of one
mopth from the date of his ceasing to be puch memberi

Provided that in the caas of the expulsion of a
Mesber of Parliament his seat shall not pecome vacant if
prior to the expiration of the said period of one month
he applies to the Supreme Court by potition in writing,
and the Supremé Court upon such application determines
that such explusion was fovalid, Sueb petition shell be
inquired into by three Judgea of the Supreme Court who.
shall make their determination within two months of the
filing of such petition. ' Whexe the Supreme Court
determines that the axpulsion was vallid the vacancy shall

pceur from the date of such determination.

(b) Wnere the seat of a Member of Parliament
pecomes vacant as provided in Article 66(other than paragraph
(g) of that Article) or by virtue of -the preceding provision:
of this paragraph the candidate from the relevant recognized
political party O independent group who haa gecured.the
next highest number of preferences shall .be declared elected
to fill such vacancys - . '

(14) (a) Wbere an elactoral district has been
divided into zones, the preceding provisions of this
srticle (other than the provisivas of paxagraph (5) )
ghall mutatis mutandis, apply to the nomination of
candidatea in vespect of, and the slection of members
from, such zonea subject to the [ollowing modificationsi-

(2) as of the words “reduced by one" wexe omitted
fxom paragraph (7); :

(v) as of the words "Excluding the candidate : '/
jeclared elected under paragraph (5) of this’
Article” were omitted from paragraph (8) M
and (10) (a) R
. 1%
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(b) Whers aa elac‘td.l:ul district has been ..?'*‘?dﬂd

- --into zo0nes, the recognized political party or independent
group which polls the highest number of votes in all the
zoves of that electoral district shall be entitled to bave a
candidate whose name appears in the nominationm paper submitted
by such party or group in respect of any such zone (not being
a candidate already declared elected) declared elected. The
Coamissioner shall require the secretary of such recognized
political party or the group leader of such independent group,
to name such candidate, and upon such candidate being named,
shall declare him elected as a Member of Parliament."

B. The following Article is inserted after Article 99 and
shall have effect as Artiole 994 of the Constitution 1~

"Election of "994, After the opne bundred and ninety six
Meabezs of members referred to in Article 98 bave been
Parliament oo = declared elected at a General Eleotion of Members
the basis of ~of Parliament, the Commissioner shall apportion
the total the balance twenty nine seats among the recognised
pumber of political parties and independent groups contesting
votes polled such General Election in the same proportion as the
at a General proportion which the number of votes polled by each
Election. _ such party or group at such General Election bears
to the total number of votes polled at such
General Election and for the purposes of such
apportionment, the provisions of peragraphs (4),
(5), (6) and (7) of Azticle 98 sball, mutatis
mutandis, apply.

Every recognised political party or independent
group contesting a General Election shall submit
to the Commissioner, within the nomination period
specified for such election, a list of persons
qualified to be elected as Memberb-of Parliament,
from which it may nominate persons to fill the seats,
if any, which such party or group will be entitled -
to, on such apportionment. The Commissioner shall
cause every list submitted to him under this Article
to be published in tpe Gazette,

Where a recognized political party or.
independent group is entitled to a seat undex the
apportionment referrdd tocwbaovéej.the Cémmisaioner,

_shall by a notice, require the Secretary of such
recognized political party or group leader of such
independent group to nominate within one week of
such notice, perscns qualified to be elected as
Members of Parliament (bein Iﬁmﬂ whose names
are names included in the 1ist submitted to the
Commissioner under this Article ox in any nomina-
tion papex submitted in respect of any electoral
district by such party or group at that electinon)
to f£ill such seats and shall declare elected as
Members of Parliament, the persons so nominated.

For the purposes of this Article the number

et - -of votes-polled-at a General Election shall be

: deemed to be the number of votes actually counted
i and shall not include any votes rejected as vold." .

(18




isendment of 9. Article 130 of the Constitution is hereby amended as
article 130 follovs :- Cann :

of the ’ i )

Constitution. (1) in paragraph (a) of that Article, by the substitution

for words "election ©f thE If_fgﬂid&nt‘;“‘, ‘of the words
welection of the President or the validity of a '
referendum;” j

(2) in the proviso to that Article by the substitution,
for the words "election of the President shall be" of
the words "election of the President or the validity
of a referendum shall be";

(3; and in the marginal note to that Article, by the

substitution, for the words vglection petitions"”, of
the words"election and vsferendun petitions™.

Endorsement undex Article 122 of the Constitution,

The Cabinet of Ministers has certified that in its' view,

the sbove Bill is urgent in the national interest.

i
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o Sepretary to the Cebinet of Minieters,

&, Lo 1988
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