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 Credit for Proficiency, Non-District Experiences,  

Course Substitutions, and Accelerated Placement  
  

Credit for Non-District Experiences  

A student may receive high school credit for successfully completing any of the 
listed courses or experiences even when it is not offered in or sponsored by the 
District:  

1.​ Distance learning course, including a correspondence, virtual, or online 
course.  

2.​ Courses in an accredited foreign exchange program.  
3.​ Summer school or community college courses.  
4.​ College or high school courses offering dual credit at both the college 

and high school level.  1

5.​ Foreign language courses taken in an ethnic school program approved 
by the Illinois State Board of Education.  

6.​ Work-related training at manufacturing facilities or agencies in a Tech 
Prep Program.  

7.​ Credit earned in a Vocational Academy.  
  
Students must receive pre-approval from the building principal or designee to 
receive credit for any non-District course or experience. The building principal or 
designee will determine the amount of credit and whether a proficiency 
examination is required before the credit is awarded. Students assume 
responsibility for any fees, tuition, supplies, and other expenses. Students are 
responsible for (1) providing documents or transcripts that demonstrate 
successful completion of the experience, and (2) taking a proficiency 
examination, if requested. The building principal or designee shall determine 
which, if any, non-District courses or experiences, will count toward a student’s 
grade point average, class rank, and eligibility for athletic and extracurricular 
activities.  
  
Students who do not otherwise meet a community college’s academic eligibility to 
enroll in a dual credit course taught at the high school may enroll in the dual 
credit course, but only for high school credit. 3  
  
Proficiency Credit  
Proficiency credit is available in limited subjects where a student demonstrates 
competency.  Contact the building principal for details.  

1 High Schools are required to inform all 11th & 12th grade students of dual enrollment and dual credit opportunities at public community colleges for qualified students.   
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Substitutions for Required Courses  
  
Vocational or technical education. A student in grades 9-12 may satisfy one or 
more high school courses (including physical education) or graduation 
requirements by successfully completing related vocational or technical 
education courses if:   

1.​ The building principal approves the substitution and the vocational or 
technical education course is completely described in curriculum 
material along with its relationship to the required course; and  

2.​ The student’s parent/guardian requests and approves the substitution 
in writing on forms provided by the District.  

  
Registered Apprenticeship Program.   A student in grades 9-12 who is 16 
years or older may satisfy one or more high school courses (including physical 
education) or graduation requirements by successfully completing a registered 
apprenticeship program listed by the school district. Students may find a 
registered, but not listed, apprenticeship program with a business or organization 
if a registered apprenticeship program is not offered in the school district.  
  
Advanced placement computer science. The advanced placement computer 
science course is equivalent to a high school mathematics course. A student in 
grades 9-12 may substitute the advanced placement computer science course 
for one year of mathematics. The transcript of a student who completes the 
advanced placement computer science course will state that it qualifies as a 
mathematics-based, quantitative course.   
  
Volunteer service credit. A student participating in the District’s Volunteer 
Service Credit Program, if any, may earn credit toward graduation for the 
performance of community service. The amount of credit given for program 
participation shall not exceed that given for completion of one semester of 
language arts, math, science, or social studies.   
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Accelerated Placement , , ,  2 3 4 5

The District provides for an Accelerated Placement Program (APP) for qualified 
students.  It provides students with an educational setting with curriculum options 
that are usually reserved for students who are older or in higher grades than the 
student.  Accelerated placement includes but may not be limited to: early 
entrance to kindergarten or first grade, accelerating a student in a single subject 
and grade acceleration. Participation is open to all students who demonstrate 
high ability and who may benefit from accelerated placement.  It is not limited to 
students who have been identified as gifted or talented.   
  
For each student who exceeds State standards in English language arts, 
mathematics, or science on a State assessment, the school district is required by 
State law to automatically enroll the student in the following school year in the 
next most rigorous level of advanced coursework offered by the high school as 
follows:  

 
●​  A student who exceeds State standards in English language arts shall be 

automatically enrolled into the next most rigorous level of advanced 
coursework in English, social studies, humanities, or related subjects.  

 
●​ A student who exceeds State standards in mathematics shall be 

automatically enrolled into the next most rigorous level of advanced 
coursework in mathematics.  

 

5 A school district accelerated placement policy must include a process through which the parent or guardian of each student who meets State standards is provided notification in 

writing of the student’s eligibility for enrollment in accelerated courses.  This notification must provide details on the procedures for the parent or guardian to enroll or not enroll 

the student in accelerated courses, in writing, on forms the school district makes available.  If no course selection is made by the parent or guardian in accordance with procedures 

set forth by the school district, the student shall be automatically enrolled in the next most rigorous level of coursework. 

4 A school district’s accelerated placement policy may allow for the waiver of a course or unit of instruction completion requirement if (i) completion of the course or unit of 

instruction is required by the School Code or rules adopted by the State Board of Education as a prerequisite to receiving a high school diploma and (ii) the school district has 

determined that the student has demonstrated mastery of or competency in the content of the course or unit of instruction.  The school district shall maintain documentation of this 

determination of mastery or competency for each student, that shall include identification of the learning standards or competency reviewed, the methods of measurement used, 

student performance, the date of the determination, and identification of the district personnel involved in the determination process. 

3 By no later than the 2027-28 school year, a school district’s accelerated placement policy shall allow for automatic eligibility, in the following school year, for a student to enroll 

in the next most rigorous level of advanced coursework offered by the high school if the student meets State standards in English language arts, mathematics, or science on a State 

assessment.  

2 The district’s accelerated placement program (APP) information is available by clicking here. 

 
 

https://www.d23.org/AccelerationProcedures.aspx
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●​ A student who exceeds State standards in science shall be automatically 
enrolled into the next most rigorous level of advanced coursework in 
science. ,  6 7

 
  

 
 

Cross Reference: 
PRESS 6:135, Accelerated Placement Program 
PRESS 6:135-AP, Accelerated Placement Program Procedures 
PRESS 6:310, High School Credit for Non-District Experiences; Course Substitutions; Re-Entering 
Students 

 

7 Each year, the school district may choose to notify parents and students about the process for referring a 
student for possible evaluation for accelerated placement, and the methods used to determine whether a 
student is eligible for accelerated placement, including strategies to reach groups of students and families 
who have been historically underrepresented in accelerated placement programs and advanced coursework  
This information may be placed in the student handbook.  Check your school district’s policy manual to 
assure alignment. 
 

6  A school district must provide the parents/guardians of a student eligible for automatic enrollment with 
the option to instead enroll in alternative coursework that better aligns with the student’s postsecondary 
education or career goals. 
 

 
 

https://ilprincipals.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/2.90_course_alternatives_and_substitutions-June-21.docx

