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Summary

This sermon from Mark Chapter 2 tells the story of four friends who carried their paralyzed friend to Jesus, demonstrating extraordinary faith by digging through a
roof when the crowd blocked their access. The message emphasizes that true faith pushes through obstacles and refuses to let anything prevent us from getting
to Jesus. When Jesus saw their faith, He first forgave the man's sins before healing his paralysis, revealing His divine authority as the Son of Man. The sermon
challenges us to examine what obstacles are keeping us from Jesus and warns against being part of the crowd that blocks others' access to Him. The healing
was visible evidence of the invisible forgiveness, demonstrating that Jesus has authority over both sin and circumstances. The transformation in our lives should
point others to God's glory, just as the healed man walked out changed in full view of everyone.

Intro Prayer

Heavenly Father, as we gather together today to study Your Word, we ask that You would open our hearts and minds to what You want to teach us. Help us to
push aside any distractions, obstacles, or preconceived notions that might keep us from truly encountering You in this time. Lord, we pray that You would speak
to each person here according to their specific needs and circumstances. Give us the faith to push through whatever barriers exist in our lives and draw us
closer to Jesus. We surrender this time to You and ask for Your Holy Spirit to guide our discussion. In Jesus' name, Amen.

Ice Breaker

Ice Breaker
What's the most creative or unusual way you've ever had to get somewhere when the normal route was blocked or unavailable?

# Key Verses
e Mark2:1-12
e Mark25
e Mark 2:10-11
e Daniel 7:13-14
e Romans 8:38-39
Questions
e The four friends refused to let the crowd stop them from getting their friend to Jesus. What obstacles in your life might be keeping you from getting
closer to Jesus?
e  Sometimes we can be part of the 'crowd' that blocks others from accessing Jesus. How can we create access to Jesus for others rather than being an
obstacle?
e Jesus addressed the man's sin before his physical paralysis. Why do you think Jesus prioritized spiritual healing over physical healing?
e The religious leaders questioned Jesus' authority to forgive sins. How do you personally respond to Jesus' claim of divine authority in your life?
e Faith was 'visible' to Jesus when He saw what the friends did. How can faith be demonstrated in practical, visible ways today?
e The healed man walked out 'in full view of them all' as evidence of Jesus' power. How has God's transformation in your life become visible evidence to

others?

e Jesus used the title 'Son of Man' which connected to Daniel's prophecy about divine authority. What does it mean to you that Jesus has ultimate
authority over sin and forgiveness?

e The sermon mentioned that sometimes we reduce Jesus to just a 'problem solver' rather than recognizing Him as Lord. How can we avoid this mistake
in our relationship with Jesus?

Life Application

This week, identify one specific obstacle that has been keeping you from getting closer to Jesus - whether it's pride, fear, busyness, or something else. Take one
concrete action to 'dig through the roof and push past that obstacle. Additionally, look for one opportunity to help someone else get closer to Jesus rather than
being part of the crowd that blocks access.

Key Takeaways
True faith pushes through obstacles and refuses to let anything prevent us from getting to Jesus.

e We can either create access to Jesus for others or be part of the crowd that blocks them - we must choose to be bridge-builders.
e Jesus has divine authority as the Son of Man to forgive sins, which is more important than any physical healing.
e The visible transformation in our lives serves as evidence of the invisible forgiveness Jesus provides.
e Jesus didn't come primarily to improve our circumstances but to reconcile us to God through forgiveness of sins.
Ending Prayer

Lord Jesus, thank You for being the Son of Man with authority to forgive our sins. Help us to have the kind of desperate faith that pushes through every obstacle
to get to You. Forgive us for the times we've been part of the crowd that blocks others rather than helping them find You. Transform our lives so visibly that others
will see Your power and give glory to God. Give us courage to surrender control of our lives to Your authority, knowing that nothing can separate us from Your
love. Help us to walk out of this place changed, carrying the evidence of Your forgiveness and grace. In Your powerful name we pray, Amen.



