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Love and Madness, by Herbert Croft, is a fictional story based on a true event.

The fictional part consists of a sequence of imaginary chatty, romantic letters between James
Hackman, a soldier who became a clergyman, & Martha Ray, who was the mistress of the
earl of Sandwich.

The real event culminates with the death of Martha, who was shot by Hackman (her lover) as
she was leaving Covent Garden in 1779, and Hackman was executed for the murder.

Herbert Croft, the author of Love and Madness, owned the house in Shoreditch that
Chatterton lodged in. This connection seems to have heightened his interest in the Chatterton
story, which he must have seen as a surefire way of increasing interest in his book. All he
needed to do was find some way of integrating the two stories. So, off to Bristol he went and
he met with Catcott (the first port of call for anyone interested in Chatterton). Catcott
introduced him to Chatterton’s mother, Sarah, and his sister, Mary, who showed him
Chatterton’s correspondence. Croft asked if he could take the letters for a few hours and then
promptly left town taking the letters with him. The next Sarah and Mary heard about the
letters was when they discovered they had been woven into and published for all to read in
Croft’s sensational book, which went into a number of editions, seven at the last time of
counting.

Note :
Croft identifies each of the letters between Hackman and Martha with Roman numerals. He
also uses Roman numerals to identify the genuine Chatterton letters, which does add a little
confusion. However, it is easy enough to resolve as follows:

e The Chatterton letters run from page I to page VIIIL.
o The letters between Martha and Hackman run from letter I to LIV

Letter LI is a very long letter, which stretches from p.140 to p.272. I have divided the Letter
into sets of pages containing key Chatterton items. At the bottom of each set of pages is a link

to take you to the next set of pages in sequence, or you can click the following link to go
Back to Herbert Croft Contents Page
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Chatterton contents : Letter LI : Fifteen pages : pp. 140-154

e pages 140 : nothing re Chatterton : View
e page 141/ 142 : Croft has no doubts that Chatterton wrote the whole : View
e page 143 : Chatterton (min-biography) : View

e page 144 : Croft states that Chatterton's father was a schoolmaster and Sexton & that
he died "very soon after, if not before, the birth of his son.' Chatterton 'who
indisputably received no other education than what he picked up at a charity-school
at a place called St Augustine's Back in Bristol. [Croft is wrong on a few points,
which you will know having read the other biographies, for example, Chatterton's
father was not a Sexton]. : View

e (144/145) Chatterton's letter to the newspaper re the 'Bridge Narrative' : View

® (146) Croft is sure Chatterton knew Latin : View
Dunhelmus Bristoliensis. Barrett and Catcott. 'Ballad of Charitie." Chatterton only
produced two 'originals' ; the rest were all 'transcripts.'

e (147) Barrett and Catcott were not generous to Chatterton or his family. Mrs Chatterton
received £5, Mary had her whitlowed finger cured by Barrett. : View

e (148) Antiquarian at Cambridge states Chatterton, had he lived, could not have escaped
hanging. : View

e (149/150) Chatterton was 'addicted to women, like all youths of strong imaginations' : View

e (150/1) Chatterton wrote on both sides of the question. Memoirs of a Sad Dog, signed Harry
Wildfire. Five lines of it in T&CM. : View

e (152/3) Walpole is not blameable for the life or death of Chatterton. : View
Thomas Warton. Joseph Warton

e (154) A few lines from The Story of Wylliam Canynge (verse 17 only) : View
Note: the earliest printing is in the 1777 edition : View

Panel 1 : Page 140 : Letter LI

‘ The Same to the Same.

— {treet,
7 Febs 17796

Warte I live T will never forget your
behaviour yefterday. Were I to live an
hundred years, I could never thank you
~€nough.  But, you fhall govern,

The ‘

| BETEBR LI Y

‘The tafk which you have fet me about
} Chatterton, js only a further proof of your
| regard for me. You know the warmth of
E" my paflions; and you think that if I do not
| employ myfelf, they may flame out,and con-
fume me. Well, then, I will fpend a morn~
mg or two in arranging what I have eolledted
: refpe&mg the Author of Rowley’s poems,
Every fyllable which you will read, I aﬂure
| you, fhall be authentic. :
i 5 Did you ftart at < The author of Row-
i ley’s Poems i” My mind does not now '
harbour a doubt that Chatterton wrote the
é whole, whatever I thought when we read 74
X them together at Hinchinbrook, Thc e ATl
5
‘.**

ternal evidence of the matter fhall not puZzilae -
you: but you fhall tell me Whether Yo
don’t think it eafier for Chatterton to have
imitated the ftyle of Rowley’s age (wh;ch he

4 has not done exaltly, if you believe thofe
g who think as I think}, than for Rowley ta
write in a [tyle which did not exift till fo
many ages after his time. To fuppofe him to

Jﬁ have found half, and to have added to them ;
1 or to confider him as a cat’s paw in the bu-

finefs to :fome'c-oﬁtemporary Rowley, in or-~
‘ der to extricate a félitious Rowley from

it | . oblmon,

& LITTEE

_oblivion, would in my humble opinion be
- mnonfenfe. Formy own part, though he might
find fome old manufcri pts, I cannot believe
that he found a fyllable which he has at-
tributed to Rowley. Who will engage to
_provey from internal evidence, the antiquity
of any one of Rowley’s compofitions ? What
he did find, certainly fuggefted to him the
idea of pretending to have found more ; but
how fhall we perfuade Credulity to believe,
that all Rowley’s poems were copied from
old manufcripts, when the only manufcripts
produced in confirmation of the ftory are in-
difputably proved to be modern ? Is any one

£ fool enough to believe, that Chatterton was
- onlythe blind fubterraneouschannel, through
‘which thefe things were to emerge to day,
r.and float for ever down the ftream of fame ?
"This (without mentioning other objections

to fuch a ridiculous belief) were to fuppofe

two people to determine on the fame ftrange
condu&®, and two people (the real and the
fofter father) to keep with equal fidelity the
fame fecret: and would the fofter-father

have been as fond and careful of another’s
fecret, as of the offspring of his own inven=

tion ? R
It
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It is not clear to me that Chatterton’s life
{af fuch a fcrap of exiftence can be called a
life) does not exhibit circumftances ftill more
extraordinary, if poffible, than his being the
author of Rowley’s poems. ButI poffefs not
the abilities which Johnfon difplﬁycd in his
famous Life of Savage : nor is this a formal
life of Chatterton; though fuch a thing
might Well employ even the pen of Johnfoh,.
"Fhis is only an idle letter to my dear Martha.
=~=0Oh, my Martha, you, who contributed fo
liberally, laft year, to extricate from diftrefs
the abilities of a ; what would you no;
have done for a Chatterton ! , :

Thomas Chatterton, deftined to pnzzle '
at leaft, if not to 1mp9fe upon, {ome of the
ableft critics and antiquarians which the
moft polithed age of England has produced,

awas born at Briftol, Nov. 20, 1752. His
father had been. mafter of the free-fchool in
Pile-flreet in that city, and was fexton of
St. Mary Redcliffe church. Hiftory con-
defcends not to relate any thing more of
fuch an ignoble family, than that they had f
been fextons of the fame church for near a
century and a half.
It feems to have been determined by Fer-

£

fune,

Page 144
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tune, that this poor lad, I ought rather to
1fay, this-extraordinary human being, thould
have no obligation but to genius and to him-
felf. His father, as he was a {choolmafter,
~and is reported to have been a tolerable poct
. for a fexton, might perhaps have given h's
fon a free- fchool education, had he lived to
- {ee him old enough for mﬁru&xon. But the
{exton died very foon after, if not before, the
birth of his fon ; who mdifputa’oly received
no other education than what he picked up
at a charity-fchool at a place called St. Au- o
guftine’s Back in Briftol. Reading, writing,
and accounts, compofed the whole circle of =
{ciences which were taught at this univerfity
of our Briftol Shakefpear. - : e
‘On the 1t of]uly, 108 he was artlcled :
clerk to an attorney of Briftol, whom | have |
not been able tofind out. From him, 1 un-
derfland, has been procured a ftrange, mad
manufcript of Chatterton, which he called

his will. ‘ .
When the new bridge at Briftol was
finithed, there appeared, in Farly’s Briftol J

Journal, an account of the ceremonies on
_opening the old bridge (the piece is prefixed

to the volume of Chatterton’s Mifcellanies), '
preceded

Page 145 : Chatterton’s letter to Felix Farley’s Bristol Journal:
“To the Printer. Oct. 1, 1768.

The following description of the fryar’s passing over the old bridge...”

T
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preceded by thefe words : % Lo the
¢ Printer. O&. 1, 1768. The following
€¢ defcription of the fryars’ firft pafling over
: << the old bridge, taken from an old MS.
¢ may not at this time be unacceptable to
¢¢ the generality of your readers. Your’s,
“ Dunhelmus Briftolienfis.” Curiofity at
laft traced the infertion of this curious me=
moir to Chatterton. To the threats of thofe
who treated him (agreeably to his age and
appearance) as a child, he returned nothing
but haughtinefs, and a refufal to give any
account. To milder ufage and many pro-
mifes the boy, after fome time, confefled
| that he had received that and other MSS.
from his father, which he had found in an
iron cheft placed by William Cannynge
(the founder of the church of which C’s
family had fo long been fextons) in a muni- .
ment room over the northern portico of St,
Mary Redcliffe. Warton (in his Hiftory of
Englith Poetry) fays, that when this appeared,
he was about feventeen,. Days are moie
material in C’s life than years in the lives of
3 others. He wanted, you fee, fomething of
~ fixteen. One fa& is curious, that, though
it was not poffible for him te have picked
H S
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3 up Latin at a charity-fchool where Latin
& was not taught, his note to the printer has,
| for no apparent reafon, a Latin fignature,

* : ~_Dunhelmus Briftolienfis. = This Latin cer-
e tainly was not Rowley’s. It muft have been -
C’s. The memoir procured C. the ac-
quaintance of fome gentlemen of Briftol,
who, becaufe they condefcended to receive
from him the compofitions which he brought
them, without giving him much, if any
thing, in return, fondly 1magmed themfelves
the patrons of genius. Mr, Catcott and

My, Barrett, a pewterer and a furgeon, of
his obligations to whom you will fee him 4 4
fpeak in his letters, were his principal, if 1
not his only patrons. To thefe gentlemen |
he produced, between O&. 1768, and April
1770 (befides many things which he con-
fefled to be his own, and many which, in the
interval, appeared in the Town and Country 1
Magazine), all Rowley’s poems, except the f
¢¢ ballad of Charitie.” Of thefe only two, j
T think, and thofe the fhorteft, he pretended
to be theoriginal M8S. The reft were tran= ;
fcripts, in his own hand ; of fome of which
he acknowledged himfelf the author. Con~

cerning thefe curiofities no diftiné or fatis=
faétory
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| faltory account, by friend or enemy, by

| threat or promife, could ever be drawn from
him. For thefe curiofities how much he
received from - bis Briftol patrons does not
appear. His patrons do not boaft of their
generofity to him. They (Catcott at leaft) :
received no inconfiderable {um for Rowley’s
poems ; nor has the fale of them turned out
badly. In confequence of the money got
by poems which Chatterton certainly brought
to light, which I firmly believe C. to have
written, his mother acknowledges to have
received the immenfe fum of five guineas, by
the handsof Mr. Catcott ; and Mr. Barrett,
without fee or reward, cured the whitlowed
finger of the fifter. Talk no more of the
neglet of genius in any age or country,
when, in this age and country, Rowley’s
poems have produced fuch fortunes to the
author and his family. Should I ever appear
in print on this fubjeé, I would publickly

- call upon the gentlemen concerned in this
tranfadtion, to ftate their accounts.

Has not the world a right to know what

S ——— —

4 Catcott fairly bought of Chatterton (he
does not pretend to have bought all), and
~ what was the fair purchafe-money of thefe
02 - incfimable
rl
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‘

s Wen C. left this world, in Auguft 1770,

f}e Wanted as ma:ny mcnths_ as mtervene’

Page 150

-wréently fat t:e;, hts: e

% As I know th:;t étt ) ﬁﬂﬁl’ffﬂ& a’&ﬂn: 1 make &

S Mi:tablc hand of it, But, Mr. Prmtef, ‘he late profecu= 3

i ubn, ﬁsamﬁ the bookfellers havmg frightened them allout

of th atriotifm, I am neceflitated either to write for
& ﬁ ' public, or in defence of the
: .ﬁ fnﬁ?Y As T have fome little remains of confcience, the
]atter is not very agreeabie. Pohtical wn g of either ﬁde

Page 152

ry &

not “ cont

‘%.‘_

Be\’ﬁ‘lp‘ﬂted as a'reproach but thm he would aﬁirm,'

that the wretch, whofe age has only added obftinacy to
ﬁupzdrty,-v

mg to urge agamﬂ: the vamty or the
=He fhould

Page 154 : ‘Story of Canynge’

than the creation of RﬂWlBYw . PR SR ‘ |
v _ : : ﬁg Edz‘toz.'.‘ w3 }I‘
‘i‘war“ton's « Effiy on the Wiitings and Genius of
% Popes” Coopere 1756, P. 33,243, & 4 '
: s B ~

L___‘_“
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