
 
 

 

Pioneer Elementary School 

Bear Cub Bulletin: October 2023 
 

A Message From Mr. Lang 

Dear Pioneer families, 
 
Welcome back to another amazing year at Pioneer! The year is off to a great start, and we are looking 
forward to many days of joyful learning ahead of us! This year, we are focused on making sure all 
students feel a sense of belonging at Pioneer. Though our recent survey data shows that most 
students express a sense of connectedness, we feel there is room for improvement. Classroom 
instructional practices and school-wide community events will be thoughtfully planned to bolster our 
sense of community, as we know that when we feel that we belong we are more likely to succeed. 
 
Fall conferences are rapidly approaching, and will take place Oct 23 - 27. These will be half days for 
students. “Grab and go” lunches will be served, and students are dismissed at 11:35 each day. 
Please be on the lookout for conference-related information from your child’s teacher soon. 
 
Take care, 
Mr. Lang 
 

 
 



 
 

Cub Counselor Corner 

Welcome back Pioneer families! 
 
I am Lisa Perry, the School Counselor.  I am starting my 13th year at PES, and 9th year as the school 
counselor.  I will be in the building typically Monday - Thursday doing such activities as classroom 
Social Emotional lessons, group therapy/support for students with a variety of needs (divorce, anxiety, 
self-regulation, friendship skills etc.), brief individual work with students in need and general support 
or a private person to talk with about friendships. I also support teachers/paraeducators and parents 
as needed.  Please look for a flier that was sent home if you might be interested in having your 
student attend a group.  I can’t guarantee I will do them all but I will try my best.  My office is 
considered confidential - unless a student expresses that they or someone else is getting or going to 
be hurt or they give me permission to share with others, I will hold their words in confidence.  The 
best way to contact me is through my email lperry@osd.wednet.edu. 
 
Also, here are some tips from the creator of Mindfulmazing to help curb that “After School Meltdown” 
that might occur as our kids adjust to returning to the school schedule. 

1.​ Create an awesome morning routine - include a healthy breakfast, keep it low stress and 
phrase your goodbye in a positive way - “I’ll see you after school!” “Have a great day!” “We’ll 
go to the park after I pick you up.” 

2.​ Send yourself with them to school - such as in the form of a note in their lunch box, a special 
picture to keep in their pencil box, or a note or object to touch for their pocket. 

3.​ Don’t talk or ask questions right when they get home. Keep it simple with a hug, smile and 
hello. Give them time to decompress. 

4.​ Feed your child!  A healthy snack helps a bunch. 
5.​ Connection - assure them you are there with a smile, calm presence and quiet listening. Do 

something calm together like a puzzle or quiet game. 
6.​ Quiet play - have a calm corner or a place they can quietly play for 10 minutes.  Activities 

might be puzzles, coloring, small toy play, painting. 
7.​ Get outside - go for a walk or a bike ride. Give them time to blow off steam. 
8.​ Routines - consider creating an after school routine such as say hello, snack time, quiet play 

time, dinner, walk, homework, bath, reading etc. 
9.​ Stay calm - if they are having a meltdown it is because they are exhausted and just navigated 

a day without your presence.  Just sit with them and use encouraging words - “We’ve got this.” 
“I know it’s been a tough day, I’m here when you need me.” 
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A Look Inside Our Library 

 



 
 

What’s Happening in Art 

 



 
 

What’s Happening in Music 

 



 
 

What’s Happening in Physical Education 

 



 
 

Helpful Tips and News 
●​ Help us keep our lost and found to a minimum by writing your student's name in jackets and 

sweatshirts and lunchboxes. 
●​ Please send your student to school in weather appropriate clothing as we do enjoy recess 

outside regardless of weather conditions. 
●​ You still have time to order your student’s school photo using Clintworth Photography Online 

Order Form. 
●​ We have specific areas to meet your student at the end of the day depending on whether you 

drive up or walk up for pick up. If you do drive thru pick up we ask you to stay in your vehicle at 
all times. If you park and walk up, please park in designated areas only. Please review our 
Dismissal Video for a refresher of our procedures. 

●​ Conference week is coming soon at the end of October. Be on the lookout for a communication 
from your student’s teacher for scheduling your conference.  

●​ The Panorama Fall Survey is now open. Watch for an email to families from the district which 
will contain the survey link. For more information about the Panorama Survey click here. OSD 
Panorama Survey Information  

●​ Pioneer kids are invited to participate in OHS Athletic Youth Nights at Olympia High School. 
Kids are invited to wear their school spirit wear and are able to get in free to OHS games on 
the Youth Nights. During intermission kids are invited to the field/court to play. Youth Nights are 
the following dates: Soccer - September 28 @ 7 PM, Football - October 6 @ 7 PM, and 
Volleyball - October 10 @ 7 PM. 

●​ Watch for information about Pioneer's Dia De Los Muertos celebration to come home in late 
October.  Día de los Muertos, or Day of the Dead, is a Latin American custom mostly 
celebrated in Mexico on November 1 and 2. During Día de los Muertos, family and friends 
gather to remember and celebrate loved ones who have died. Pioneer will celebrate by having 
an ofrenda and we invite families to decorate it with pictures of their loved ones who have died. 

●​ We are collecting pictures for our Pioneer Veteran’s Day tribute. Please send in pictures of 
your Veterans, before Friday November 3rd, using the link Submit Veteran Information Here. If 
you need assistance please contact Ms. Kristi at krutledge@osd.wednet.edu.   

Upcoming Dates 

●​ September 29 - School Picture Day 
●​ September 30 - PTA Spirit Wear Orders Due 
●​ October 11 - PTA Walk-N-Roll 
●​ October 13 - No School - Teacher In Service Day 
●​ October 19 - PTA Board Meeting at 6:00 PM 
●​ October 20 - PTA Movie Night at 5:30 PM 
●​ October 23 - 27 - Conference Week school dismisses at 11:35 AM   
●​ October 23 - 27 - PTA Scholastic Book Fair 

 
 

Pioneer Bear Cubs - You Belong Here!  

https://clintworthphotographyinc.simplephoto.com/prepay/46642542?code=5465
https://clintworthphotographyinc.simplephoto.com/prepay/46642542?code=5465
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P0KOeWt0OMU
https://osdblog.osd.wednet.edu/2023/09/22/panorama-fall-survey-available-september-26-through-october-9/
https://osdblog.osd.wednet.edu/2023/09/22/panorama-fall-survey-available-september-26-through-october-9/
https://forms.gle/Jxz4PrVvb7R9YWrz8
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