This is not the artist.
This is Marco.

This is an artist’s guide on how to spot a con man at conventions...

If you are a regular at conventions, I’'m sure you’ve run into a booth named Salami
Productions. This booth is run by a man named Marco Torrez. Marco regularly booths at
Artist Alley, and has woven art displayed all over their booth alongside spicy stickers.

What you probably don’t know is that Marco is not the artist. Marco is, however, a con
artist. There has been growing sentiment against Marco internally within Artist Alley at
conventions and his company, Salami Productions, for the following detailed reasons.


http://instagram.com/salamiproductions_
http://instagram.com/salamiproductions_

The Good: Finding The Real Artists

To apply for Artist Alley booths at conventions like Anime NYC, San Japan, and Kawaii
Con (conventions Marco has sold at) the physical artists have to be there. Marco is not
the artist. He is a proxy seller. Marco claims to make the art present at Salami
Productions booths. That is what he tells convention coordinators, the internet, and
attendees.
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We are all big MAGIC and D&D fans at my
company. My work is heavily inspired by
D&D for some of my recent pieces. | am a
big fan of Elden Ring, souls games,
Baulder's Gate 3, and tabletop simulator. Reply
We sell Magic Proxy trading cards with my
artwork of popular core cards for many
different decks, woven art as blankets, high

quality sun proof canvases, and tournament . car.work.7 1w
legal sized tcg playmats. - ) )

Hide replies

shikiP

| was suspicious with one booth that sold a lot of rugs. The art on the rugs didnt really match their keychains
and their booth name felt more like a company...But its hard to accuse people of doing this so | just refrained
from buying from people who | suspected vs accusing them.
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That's salamiproductions and he isn't even an artist himself. He commissions artists and gets their work
printed on products like rugs charms and stickers. This means he is just a proxy seller which is not allowed
in AX artist alley. But he always calls it “"his™ art so maybe it slipped by the people running that part of
the show. It's not Al but it is still against the rules

Unfortunately, Marco doesn’t make the art, and cites himself as “Designer, Editor &
Distributor”. The bulk of Salami Productions comes from the following artists:




Pamonya/Pamonhaart
Reivash

Lirenya

Rinkosann

Axelmane

N4te

Bayeuxman

All of these artists deserve to be properly credited. However, finding attribution and
credit through Salami Productions is virtually non-existent.


https://www.artstation.com/pamonyaart
https://www.instagram.com/reivash.art/
https://www.instagram.com/lirenya/?hl=en
https://www.instagram.com/rinkosannn/
https://axelvfx.artstation.com/
https://x.com/n4teart_?lang=en
https://www.instagram.com/bayeuxman.arts/
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The Bad: Sketchy As Fuck

At Anime NYC 2025, Marco applied under another account, Nakama Central. He
applied for a Nakama Central booth under the name Dom Duran.

nakama.central Follow Message  +8

7 1 176 fol

Nakama Central they/ther

W High quality anime blankets & more!

W Your next stop for original merch!

W See a blanket you like? Dm me to order!
W Next... more

' linktr.ee/Nakamacentral

y salamiproductions_



https://www.instagram.com/nakama.central/

Despite applying under a different account and a different name, Marco advertised
Salami Production on their socials as being in the Artist Alley for Anime NYC 2025.

salamiproductions_
Manhattan, New York

salamiproductions_ Showing up for the first time in NYC for
at artist alley booth: G32!! &

‘We're table sharing with our good friends at Nakama Central who
have spicy Waifu blankies and stickers!!

NYC has been such a fun adventure, keep up with all cur
shenanigans we're posting everything on our story!! &

gmolawfc2 Aliexpress blankets

carwork.7 Can u share it

oQv

Because these artists are largely uncredited, and Marco is rarely front-facing on social
media, he has been able to get away with telling conventions that he or another
individual is the artist. Never have any of the artists actually attended the conventions
that Salami Productions booths at. Marco has been caught lying to convention
coordinators that either he is the artist, or the artist was unable to attend due to things
like Covid.

Marco has been in the Artist Alley at major conventions like Anime NYC and Anime
Expo, all of which have strict no proxy policies.

In addition to non-existent accreditation, there has been zero evidence of Marco paying
ethical wages to the artists he outsources, outside of what Marco himself claims. Most
evidence shows that Marco commissions artists for cheap.
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Hi, my name is Pamonya and | am a digital artist!!

+& Follow

< Previous

My portifolio:

I'm now making black and white portraits for 30$
My prices:

Headshot: 60$

Portrait: 708

Half body: 1008

Full body: 1508

Background = +50$

| can mak etch before payment :)

There is possible evidence that some of the Salami Productions art may be stolen from
artists without their permission. Reivash seems to consistently label their pieces when
they're commissions, and several of what is present on Marco’s website don't have the
corresponding commission statement on Reivash's Artstation.


https://www.artstation.com/reivash-art
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girl and waifu, Her story touched
£ — Reivash me.
CSALAMI ) —
1
Done using Photoshop CC14 on
Wacom Cth-680

Original Size: 6000x4870 600dpi

Futaba Sakura from
Persona 5

i » M o

Futaba Sakura from Persona 5
I've chosen Futaba as my waifu
and felt the need to draw her <3,
she is just so adorable,fun, best

girl and waifu, Her story touched

ORACLE SIGHTSEER me'

Done using Photoshop CC14 on
$350.00 Wacom Cth-680
Original Size: 6000x4870 600dpi
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The Ugly: Bullying & Sex

Marco is someone | have known for a few years now. Someone | once called a friend.
However over the past year many other artists have reached out to me about his
problematic behavior and | have since cut off ties with him.

Marco has since proceeded to run a smear campaign against me to convention
coordinators. | have had multiple conventions confirm that Marco was claiming | use Al
for my artwork because of an article from 2022 with Science Friday talking about Al as a
potential tool for artists, and he may continue circulating those articles as a means to
misrepresent my present stance.

| have been very transparent about my Al use in 2022, and since then have been a
vocal advocate against GenAl and pushing for Artists Rights.


https://www.sciencefriday.com/person/genel-jumalon/
https://news.bloomberglaw.com/ip-law/artists-argue-ai-art-illegally-steals-work-and-threatens-careers

#h TRVTH
“ » Hey , tag the top 10 anti-Al accounts, ranked by pettiness.

g Grok £ «

Ranking anti-Al accounts by pettiness (subjective,
from post analysis): 1. (hype jabs) 2. (bias
rants) 3. (parrot quips) 4. (scam paranoia) 5.

(hypocrisy calls) 6. (theft specifics) 7.
@karlaortizartist (style theft) 8. (pause pleas) 9.
(pro-artist pleas) 10. (ethics nitpicks).
Thoughts?

(7} Ask Grok

549

Ironically, during a proxy investigation at San Japan, the convention found evidence that
Marco was using Al for some of the Salami Production catalogue art.



With that said, many artists have come to me in private talking about the problems
they’ve experienced with Marco. | will not be sharing any screenshots or disclosing the
names of these individuals due to the personal nature of their statements, unless given
direct permission by those affected.

Marco has been actively bullying multiple artists to raise their prices.
Marco has been actively caught telling attendees that his machine woven art is
hand-woven.

e Marco has actively threatened to copy another artist's work and put it up as art
for his booth.

e Marco has attempted to file a restraining order on an artist because he felt
threatened by them.

e Marco has sexually harassed women within artist alley and pressured them into
sex.

And these are just what individual artists who felt safe enough to talk to me have shared
with me. My own staff witnessed first hand Marco bullying his neighbors at other
conventions, and encroaching on their own paid-for booth space. I've heard his own
employees apologizing to other artists for some of Marco’s actions.



Why Now, Why Does This Matter?

The Artist Alley spaces that Salami Productions has occupied through false
representation could have gone to an actual human artist. Conventions like Anime Expo
make up a significant chunk of an artist's annual income. This is the type of income that
can pay for months worth of bills, and allows the artists to continue creating beautiful
works of art.

The amount of artists that have reached out to me about Marco regarding the problems
they have with him has built up to a point where | could not stay silent about this. Many
of them are victims or have witnessed others be abused or harassed due Marco’s
actions. A lot of people are afraid of him, and rightfully so. Many artists have been
wanting to speak up, but a lot of the drama is staying internal to Artist Alley for fear of
causing a ripple and losing access to the events they need to pay their bills.

Marco is someone | gave a lot of resources to early on, and | feel | have the weight and
personal responsibility to be the first to bring this into the open. Especially when so
many artists trusted in sharing with me screenshots, DMs, and other accounts of his
abuse.

Additionally, Marco has recently opted to create a smear campaign against me to
convention coordinators. Fortunately many have reached out to me personally informing
me of what was going on. He has recently blamed me for Salami Productions getting
kicked out of Anime lowa about a month or so ago:
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Hey Genel, wanted to reach out that
| was told by multiple people rumors
are spreading that you reported

me and got me banned from Anime
lowa for the foreseeable future.

Many of these rumors coming from
people in your discord server and
made their way back to my team at
Anime lowa.

| wanted to address this with you
privately since | see you as a friend
and my mentor who started me on
my journey.

| was shocked to hear this and hope
we can have some conversation

about it if it's true.

Let me know please.




| will go on the record stating that | had nothing to do with him getting kicked out at
Anime lowa. He harassed the convention coordinator at Anime lowa, which directly
resulted in his removal. | did not respond to this message, because | have been trying
my best to cut ties from Marco and Salami Productions.

However, | feel that continuing to be silent about his abuse and lies, when so many
people have reached out to me at this point, would be irresponsible and a disservice to
the Artist Alley community most of us are trying to build and maintain.

What You Can Do?

Honestly, it's pretty simple. Support working, human artists. Following independent
artists, sharing their art, buying merch from them directly or through venues where they
are being ethically paid. If you show up at a convention, the most impactful thing you
can do for artists is just support them financially at these events, and if you don’t have
the money even a simple social media follow or like can make someone’s day.



These events are insanely expensive for artists to attend, what with travel, housing,
booth prices, food, and the cost of being there physically. That all can make it very

difficult for artists to profit at these shows, and many barely even break even. Even
buying some of their smaller items can make a huge difference at conventions.

If you are someone that has been affected by Marco, or just think he’s a dick, sending
out an email to convention coordinators that he is not the Salami Productions artist is
another avenue. Giving space back to an artist is a huge win.

We make art because we love the process. We make art because we want to try and
make the world a more beautiful place with our art. We make art to help us cope. We

make art to make us laugh. We make art to tell a story. We make art to say a message.

And most importantly we make art because we love art.






Boring Stuff: Art Sources

Salami Productions Website (3 Sept 2025):
https://web.archive.org/web/20250903033102/https://salamishow.carrd.co/
https://web.archive.org/web/20250903032819/https://salamiproductions.carrd.co/
https://web.archive.org/web/20250903033238/https://salamimouse.carrd.co/
https://web.archive.org/web/20250903033349/https://salamiblankies.crd.co/
https://web.archive.org/web/20250903033711/https://salamistickers.carrd.co/
https://web.archive.org/web/20250903034125/https://salamikawaiikeychains.carrd.co/

Bayeuxman public statement on shops they sell at.
Y ——

@ bayeuxman.arts Hello everyone **
Just a reminder: if you'd like to support my work by purchasing
artner

Any store that sells prints of my work doesn't have my
permission.

@ https://wai ollections/bayeuxman

@ https//nel rch?
type=product efix%5D=last@q=bayeuxman

WAIFU PRISON (o.) [Rses

(@8, captivatingaudiencepins If you'd ever like to make pins, we'd
& be absolutely honored to work with you &
12m 1like Reply

ﬁ madlad3388 Not waifu loot?
° 8m 1like Reply

)
O\ {}i egcal



https://web.archive.org/web/20250903033102/https://salamishow.carrd.co/
https://web.archive.org/web/20250903032819/https://salamiproductions.carrd.co/
https://web.archive.org/web/20250903032819/https://salamiproductions.carrd.co/
https://web.archive.org/web/20250903033238/https://salamimouse.carrd.co/
https://web.archive.org/web/20250903033238/https://salamimouse.carrd.co/
https://web.archive.org/web/20250903033349/https://salamiblankies.crd.co/
https://web.archive.org/web/20250903033349/https://salamiblankies.crd.co/
https://web.archive.org/web/20250903033711/https://salamistickers.carrd.co/
https://web.archive.org/web/20250903033711/https://salamistickers.carrd.co/
https://web.archive.org/web/20250903034125/https://salamikawaiikeychains.carrd.co/
https://web.archive.org/web/20250903034125/https://salamikawaiikeychains.carrd.co/

@ ByxmArts 18 (Commissions Closed forno... {2
; Hello everyone **
Just a reminder: if you'd like to support my work by purchasing prints, | need
to let you know that the only two stores | partner with and send me a
percentage of sales are: Waifu Prison and Nekodecal.

Any store that sells prints of my work doesn't have my permission.

Qo

WAIFU PRISON ()

Salami Production Sticker Catalogue (3 Sep 2025):
https://web.archive.org/web/20250903033711/https://salamistickers.carrd.co/

Evidence sourcing the art Marco sells at conventions back to the actual artists. Useful
for convention coordinators.


https://web.archive.org/web/20250903033711/https://salamistickers.carrd.co/
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better when you share it.
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Hi, my name is Pamonya and | am a digital artist!!

I'm open for commissions, send me a message if
you're interested!!

Discount for new clients: Full lllustrations
200$>>180$

My portifolio:

I'm now making black and white portraits for 308
My prices:

Headshot: 608

Portrait: 708

Half body: 1008

Full body: 1508

Background = +50S$

| can make a sketch before payment ;)
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YOU CAN"T BUY THIS ARTWORK -
MADE FOR ORDER

Dark red/colorful showcase custom
made for my customer &
Theme: Anime

Hope you like it!

Artwork
owner: steamcommunity.com/profi

les/76...

For custom commissions invite me on:

Steam: steamcommunity.com/id/a

xelmane

Discord: axelmane
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i Term 26 - Shego, the girlfriend of us all
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If you ain’t a sucker for her bodysuit, idk
what to tell you
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Semi Commission
A slightly simpler outfit @
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Seems like the vote has already
decided :p

Here's the promised link along with the
75% discount code to celebrate 50k :D

The link has already the discount
applied:p
have fun:d

LIRENYA | VArtist @ @[ ..
Term 16
Commission for

Oh sweetie... why so nervous? Haj +
never seen a big ass before?~ '
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% Instagram C';E

READY FOR ACTION
COMMANDER

$380.00
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LIRENYA | VArtist @
235 Photos & videos

Media

LIRENYA | VArtist @ _ .
Term 16 - - Bunnies selfie

Rupee: ugh my back and arms hurt, can
you hurry? | can’t pose longer

Blanc: shh. We're all in pain here. | hope
the commander will like it.

Noir: *shows ass* - you have small tits
blanc, what you on about?

Meanwhile Viper: O‘ hush

LIRENYA | VArtist ¢

3 Term 17

Alriza I7inelsd fram

|11 O
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LIRENYA | VArtist @
235 Photos & videos

Media

LIRENYA | VArtist @
Term 15
Power doing the egal posel~

LIRENYA | VArtist @ 9 AN
ﬁ Term 14 is out! Rewards will be sent

|11 O <
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LIRENYA | VArtist @
235 Photos & videos
Media

LIRENYA | VArtist
T15- having seggs with
from - ®

D-don’t move... let me do the hard work,
j-just grab me tight~

Sign up before 10th May to get her, along
with term 15 and term 14

I IRPFMVA | VArticet

1l O
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Instagram
X & salamiproductions.com

CSALAMI

._ ‘Wg’ |

ANDROID MISTRESS

|11 O




1M104 =200 - §i Q 5Guc.d €D
LIRENYA | VArtist @
235 Photos & videos
Media

> LIRENYA | VArtist
'ﬁ T13 -

You aren’t staring at my ass, are ya?~

Sign up on my patreon to get her @

LIRENYA | VArtist
Term 13 -
Additional art, testing some stuff~

|11 O <
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REBECCA THE BLU
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LIRENYA | VArtist @
235 Photos & videos
Media

LIRENYA | VArtist @
Rebecca

Term 10

Follow and RT one of the arts you like to
get a chance to win free rewards (check
pinned post)!
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ROBOTIC ADVENTURE
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LIRENYA | VArtist @
235 Photos & videos

Media

LIRENYA | VArtist @
Cyberbunny Lucy

Term 9 reward
Follow and RT one of the arts you like to

get a chance to win free rewards (check
pinned post)!

N
i

LIRENYA | VArtist @

¥
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SIREN'S CALL
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Website powered by _j ARTSTATION

The lonely Mermaid
- Commission

» N B

She will go into a story

sirenabonita is writing titled "The
Merman & the Surfer" that will be

published on dA early in October
| hope you like it!

Original Size: 5100x6636 600dpi

O
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sirenabonita is writing titled "The
Merman & the Surfer" that will be

published on dA early in October
| hope you like it!

Original Size: 5100x6636 600dpi
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Reivash

Sigui from Queen's
Blade Rebellion

» N @

Commission - Art by me

| really like this character (I
wonder why). She's just so much
fun to draw , i love how her
design and there's like no limits
on how crazy awesome you can

go with her *w"

Done using Photoshop CC14 on
Wacom Cth-680
Original Size: 6000x3000 600dpi

|1 O <
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wonder why). She's just so much

fun to draw , i love how her
design and there's like no limits
on how crazy awesome you can

go with her *w"

Done using Photoshop CC14 on
Wacom Cth-680
Original Size: 6000x3000 600dpi
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ORACLE SIGHTSEER

$350.00
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Reivash

Futaba Sakura from
Persona 5

» N B

Futaba Sakura from Persona 5
I've chosen Futaba as my waifu
and felt the need to draw her <3,
she is just so adorable,fun, best
girl and waifu, Her story touched

me.

Done using Photoshop CC14 on
Wacom Cth-680
Original Size: 6000x4870 600dpi

|11 O <
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she is just so adorable,fun, best

girl and waifu, Her story touched

me.

Done using Photoshop CC14 on
Wacom Cth-680
Original Size: 6000x4870 600dpi
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HERO'S NEVER DIE

$350.00
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Overwatch's Mercy fan art!
| absolutely adore Mercy's
character design, she's just so

beautiful.

This painting was a challenging

one but definitely a great

experience!
Hope you guys like it!
Original Size 6000x3000 px

Mercy © Blizzard Entertainment
Art (c) ME

M Report
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By r/artcommissions

[FOR HIRE] Commissions open for
illustrations and character design!!

BandLab
Promoted

Shower singer? Bedroom beat whiz? Day-one fan?
}; ab's for all. Create and release m :
@l jartists, and repthe music gfromy..
1| oy e
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