
We Keep Us Safe
Political Education Resources on Policing & Alternatives

This is a list of powerful resources you can use to learn about policing and its alternatives. If you
are sharing resources with your others, please be sure to credit the original sources as listed
below to avoid appropriating the work of people of color without attribution. If you appreciate a
source, please consider making a financial contribution to the livelihood of its creator, especially
if that creator is a person of color.

History of Policing and Current Impacts
Syllabi & Reading Lists - Major Resource Lists on Policing, Prison Abolition, White Supremacy,
etc.
Abolition and The Call for a World Without Policing
Policing Gender
Policing and the Criminalization of Black/Brown Protest
(White) Christians and Policing
Jewish Experience and Policing
White Women and Policing
Immigration Enforcement and Policing
LGBTQ Experience and Policing (including Pride events)
Policing and Disability Justice
Alternatives to Policing

Transformative Justice & Addressing Harm
Things to Do Instead of Calling the Police
Local Who to Call Instead Flow Charts
Mental Health & Harm Reduction
Mutual Aid & Community-Based Safety and Defense Practices

Resources for Building Security Culture

Building Congregational Community Safety



History of Policing and Current Impacts

VIDEO: “Defund Police,” collaboration by Project Nia and Blue Beat Studios

AUDIO: “A Personal Story of Racial Profiling” by Anyi Powell. Youth Radio on NPR July 14,
2006

VIDEO: “How to Deal with the Police: Parents Explain to Their Kids”

VIDEO: Testimonies from Survivors of SWAT Raids (video) from the Stop Urban Shield Coalition

VIDEO: St. Louis police trample elderly woman at street protest

VIDEO: “Teens Make a Video on Racial Profiling by Police”

VIDEO: “Traffic Stop” - Award-winning short video by Storycorps about Alex Landau, brutally
beaten nearly to death by police in 2009 in Denver, CO (listen to more of his story here)

VIDEO: “How ‘Broken Windows’ Policing Harms People of Color” by Molly Crabapple

VIDEO: “13th,” documentary by Ava DuVernay
● Streaming on Netflix
● Also read this important critique by Dan Berger, “Mass Incarceration and Its

Mystification: A Review of The 13th”
● SURJ Discussion Guide
● SURJ-Faith Discussion Guide

VIDEO: “When They See Us” by Ava DuVernay
● Streaming on Netflix
● Color of Change Discussion Guide
● SURJ Screening and Discussion Guide

SURJ-Faith Webinar with Crossroads, “Deconstructing Police and Policing: Understanding How
Law & Order Serves White People and White Society”

SURJ-Faith Webinar with Andrea Ritchie, “A History of Policing”

A History of Policing (6 parts) by Gary Potter

“Origins of the Police” by David Whitehouse
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https://youtu.be/bT0YpOmk8NA
http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=5557545
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=coryt8IZ-DE
http://stopurbanshield.org/stop-urban-shield-videos/
http://www.businessinsider.com/lady-in-red-st-louis-protest-jason-stockley-verdict-2017-9
http://voxatl.com/teens-explore-racial-profiling-police/
https://vimeo.com/channels/sovimeo/134353899
https://storycorps.org/listen/alex-landau-and-patsy-hathaway/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iXI1QJRqPD8
https://www.netflix.com/title/80091741
https://www.aaihs.org/mass-incarceration-and-its-mystification-a-review-of-the-13th/
https://www.aaihs.org/mass-incarceration-and-its-mystification-a-review-of-the-13th/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/13grO3pzKqW6cZ7PE3_JMYhB5mxqPYiVs-4F53kKkA_o/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ezXu0oF41PpbCSHmgbjADpuZmn3JwyiEhjXSBtMxpd0/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.netflix.com/title/80200549
https://www.winningjustice.org/about/wtsu
https://www.showingupforracialjustice.org/when-they-see-us.html
https://zoom.us/recording/play/AOx-N5ld7RKXvfs0dnWh42bJLdDAG2ivtlM9C4-HTv2S8s0C39ZzKMvFjYL-nnok
https://zoom.us/recording/play/AOx-N5ld7RKXvfs0dnWh42bJLdDAG2ivtlM9C4-HTv2S8s0C39ZzKMvFjYL-nnok
https://zoom.us/rec/play/7sJ7I-6h-mo3T9yUsgSDCvN_W9W8Lqms0yIb8vYNy0azWnJSM1umYOFGYbFWRWEgh6I3wtp-aCuJN6ZS?continueMode=true
http://plsonline.eku.edu/insidelook/history-policing-united-states-part-1
https://worxintheory.wordpress.com/2014/12/07/origins-of-the-police/


“Perspectives on Community Safety from Black America,” report from the Movement for Black
Lives

Check out this excellent Webinar Series: “Community Safety Beyond Police,” from American
Friends Service Committee

“Police Violence is Baked In: Academy Training Encourages Racial Profiling and Emphasizes
the Use of Violence,” by Samantha J. Simon

“One Random White Person Away: On the Lynching of Jordan Neely,” by Ewuare X. Osayande

“I Was A Racist Cop: How I Came to Recognize My Own Racism, Bias, and Privilege as a
White Male”

“Bad Apples from a Rotten Tree”

Black Youth Project 100 on the FBI’s targeting of “Black Identity Extremists”

“‘Crime + Punishment’” Exposes Racial Quotas in the NYPD & Retaliation Against Officers Who
Speak Out” from Democracy Now

Prison Culture Blog (Resource re: the Prison Industrial Complex)

Resources on Abolishing Policing from Critical Resistance

“1850 Slave Patrol vs. 2015 Law Enforcement” (graphic demonstrating connections between
slave patrol practices and modern law enforcement practices)

Great twitter thread on Black rebellions in South Carolina prior to the Civil War

“New Report Shows Gentrifiers Use Police to Terrorize Communities of Color,” at The Root

“How a Right Wing Network Mobilized Sheriff’s Departments,” research report by Political
Research Associates

“How Can Rethinking Policing Reverse the Mass Incarceration Epidemic?” from Colorlines

“Why a History of the Police’s Relationship to the Working Class Is Being Re-Released Now”

“Are All White Americans Police Officers?” by Andre Henry

Andrea J. Ritchie, Invisible No More: Police Violence Against Black Women and Women of
Color. And check out this Study Guide with so many tools!
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https://m4bl.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/Perspectives-on-Community-Safety-From-Black-America.pdf
https://www.afsc.org/CSBP
https://religiondispatches.org/police-violence-is-baked-in-academy-training-encourages-racial-profiling-and-emphasizes-the-use-of-violence/
https://religiondispatches.org/police-violence-is-baked-in-academy-training-encourages-racial-profiling-and-emphasizes-the-use-of-violence/
https://ewuarexosayande.medium.com/one-random-white-person-away-on-the-lynching-of-jordan-neely-e0d06ba0cdd
https://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/i-was-a-racist-cop_us_59ef6b76e4b0bf1f88362209
https://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/i-was-a-racist-cop_us_59ef6b76e4b0bf1f88362209
https://rosecitycopwatch.wordpress.com/2010/04/07/on-february-19-2010-rose-city-copwatch-presented-the-following-speech-at-everyday-peoples-rally-against-police-violence/
https://blackyouthproject.com/fbis-black-identity-extremist-label-feeds-willingness-throw-radical-black-people-bus/
https://www.democracynow.org/2019/1/8/crime_punishment_exposes_racial_quotas_in
https://www.democracynow.org/2019/1/8/crime_punishment_exposes_racial_quotas_in
http://www.usprisonculture.com/blog/
http://criticalresistance.org/abolish-policing/
http://interracialjawn.com/blog/fugitiveslaveact1850/
https://threadreaderapp.com/thread/1180690622178574336.html
https://www.theroot.com/exclusive-new-report-shows-gentrifiers-use-police-to-t-1831576262
https://www.politicalresearch.org/2019/06/10/how-a-right-wing-network-mobilized-sheriffs-departments/
https://www.colorlines.com/articles/how-can-rethinking-policing-reverse-mass-incarceration-epidemic
https://psmag.com/social-justice/policing-a-class-society
https://medium.com/@andrehenry/are-all-white-americans-police-officers-ca265f501d9d
https://invisiblenomorebook.com/
https://invisiblenomorebook.com/
http://invisiblenomorebook.com/study-guide/


Kimberlé Williams Crenshaw and Andrea J. Ritchie, Say Her Name: Resisting Police
Brutality Against Black Women (PDF version of the report is here.)

Kristian Williams, Our Enemies in Blue: Police and Power in America (very long PDF
version here.)

● See also “The Demand for Order and the Birth of Modern Policing,” an article length
summary of some of the content from this book

Radley Balko, The Rise of the Warrior Cop: The Militarization of America’s Police Forces

Sidney L. Harring, Policing a Class Society: The Experience of American Cities, 1865 -
1915

Roxanne Dunbar-Ortiz, An Indigenous Peoples’ History of the United States

Harriet A. Jacobs, Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl, Written By Herself

Luana Ross, Inventing the Savage: The Social Construction of Native American
Criminality

Talitha L. LaFluria, Chained in Silence: Black Women and Convict Labor in the New South

“Police Brutality Bonds: How Wall Street Profits from Police Violence,” report from ACRE

“Lawyers: Breonna Taylor Shooting Linked to Louisville Gentrification” by Shani Saxon for
Colorines

Interrupting Criminalization: Research In ActionWebsite. “The project aims to interrupt and end
the growing criminalization and incarceration of women and LGBTQ people of color.”

● “What About the Rapists? An Abolitionist FAQ”
● “Safer and More Justice Communities Without Policing”
● See more here.

“We Should Still Defund the Police,” by Keeanga-Yamahtta Taylor

Dan Berger, “Lessons In Law and Order Politics”

“The Role of Police in Gentrification,” by Brenden Breck for The Appeal

Covid-19 and Policing: tracking how emergency “shelter in place,” “stay at home,” “social
distancing,” and quarantine orders in response to the COVID19 pandemic are being enforced
through aggressive policing, steep fines, criminal charges, and harsh penalties.
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https://aapf.org/sayhernamereport
https://aapf.org/sayhernamereport
http://www.aapf.org/sayhernamereport/
https://www.akpress.org/our-enemies-in-blue.html
http://www.infoshop.org/pdfs/Our-Enemies-in-Blue.pdf
https://www.historyisaweapon.com/defcon1/willmodpol.html
https://www.publicaffairsbooks.com/titles/radley-balko/rise-of-the-warrior-cop/9781610392129/
https://www.haymarketbooks.org/books/1089-policing-a-class-society
https://www.haymarketbooks.org/books/1089-policing-a-class-society
https://www.reddirtsite.com/indigenous-movement.html
https://docsouth.unc.edu/fpn/jacobs/jacobs.html
https://utpress.utexas.edu/books/rosinv
https://utpress.utexas.edu/books/rosinv
https://www.uncpress.org/book/9781469630007/chained-in-silence/
https://acrecampaigns.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/ACRE_PBB_2020_2.pdf
https://www.colorlines.com/articles/lawyers-breonna-taylor-shooting-linked-louisville-gentrification?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=07_09_2020&utm_term=Lawyers%3A%20Breonna%20Taylor%20Shooting%20Linked%20to%20Louisville%20Gentrification&&utm_content=email&&
https://www.interruptingcriminalization.com/
https://www.interruptingcriminalization.com/what-about-the-rapists
https://www.interruptingcriminalization.com/whats-next
https://www.interruptingcriminalization.com/publications
https://www.newyorker.com/news/our-columnists/defund-the-police
https://www.aaihs.org/lessons-in-law-and-order-politics/
https://theappeal.org/the-role-of-police-igentrification-breonna-taylor/
https://communityresourcehub.org/covid19-policing/


“How the Fossil Fuel Industry Drives Climate Change and Police Brutality,” from Grist

“How the State Deploys ‘Know-Your-Place’ Violence Against Black Families in Their Homes,” by
Dr. LaKisha Simmons

“The Cop Who Quit Instead of Helping to Gentrify Atlanta” from Mother Jones

“The History Of Police In Creating Social Order In The U.S.” on NPR

“How Cities Lost Control of Police Discipline,” piece on police unions by the NYTimes

“How Do You Deradicalize a Cop?” by Melissa Gira Grant for the New Republic (researching
overlap of white supremacist organizing and police forces; written after white nationalist attack
on the Capitol)

“Saying Never Again to the Violence in Atlanta Means Saying No to More Policing,” by Melissa
Gira Grant

Twitter thread using wage theft as an example of how crime is socially constructed.

“The Punishment Bureaucracy: How to Think about ‘Criminal Justice Reform,” by Alec
Karakatsanis

“The Fantasy of Community Control of Police” by Woods Ervin, Ricardo Levins Morales, Zola
Richardson, and Jonathan Stegall

“UNMASKED: Impacts of Pandemic Policing,” report and resources by Andrea Ritchie, Derecka
Purnell, and others

The Police Union Playbook, research and resources from Color of Change

“Ending Qualified Immunity Once and For All Is the Next Step in Holding Police Accountable,”
from the ACLU

“Police Lie. All the Time. Can Anything Stop Them?” by Mark Joseph Stern

“The Paid Jailer: How Sheriff Campaign Dollars Shape Mass Incarceration” report by Common
Cause

“Justice for George Floyd,” solidarity statement by Pueblo Action Alliance

“Cops Don’t Stop Violence,” report by Interrupting Criminalization
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https://grist.org/justice/how-the-fossil-fuel-industry-drives-climate-change-and-police-brutality/
http://abwh.org/2020/09/30/how-the-state-deploys-know-your-place-violence-against-black-families-in-their-homes/
https://www.motherjones.com/crime-justice/2020/09/the-cop-who-quit-instead-of-helping-to-gentrify-atlanta/
https://www.npr.org/2020/06/05/871083599/the-history-of-police-in-creating-social-order-in-the-u-s
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/12/22/us/police-misconduct-discipline.html
https://newrepublic.com/article/161054/deradicalize-cop
https://newrepublic.com/article/161792/atlanta-shooter-sex-worker-red-canary-song
https://twitter.com/djmckenna00/status/1269218616861437952
https://www.yalelawjournal.org/forum/the-punishment-bureaucracy
https://forgeorganizing.org/article/fantasy-community-control-police
https://communityresourcehub.org/covid19-policing/
https://policeunionplaybook.org/
https://www.aclu.org/news/criminal-law-reform/ending-qualified-immunity-once-and-for-all-is-the-next-step-in-holding-police-accountable/
https://slate.com/news-and-politics/2020/08/police-testilying.html
https://www.thepaidjailer.org/
https://www.puebloactionalliance.org/blog/justice-for-george-floyd
https://www.interruptingcriminalization.com/cops-dont-stop-violence


“Corporations are Funding Police Repression,” Kelly Hayes, Alex Vitale and Mara
Verheyden-Hilliard

“What 100 Years of History Tells Us About Racism in Policing,” 4 videos from the ACLU

“Latinx Perspectives on Policing and Safety,” report from Mijente

“This Is The Atlanta Way: A Primer on Cop City,” by Micah Herskind

“The Myth of Black Morality, the Black Family, and Mass Incarceration,” by Alessandra Harris

Syllabi & Reading Lists - Major Resource Lists on Policing,
Prison Abolition, White Supremacy, etc.

The Original “Ferguson Syllabus,” curated by Marcia Chatelain

Prison Culture’s “Ferguson Syllabus”

The Standing Rock Syllabus (see particularly the section “Policing Nations: Settler Colonialism,
Police, and State Violence”)

#CharlestonSyllabus

AAIHS Prison Abolition Syllabus

AAIHS Prison Abolition Syllabus 2.0

SURJ-PDX Introduction to Abolition Reading List

A History of Policing Reading List

Nashville BLM/SURJ/Antifa: Fraternal Order of the Police Syllabus (developed to help people
understand what the Fraternal Order of the Police really is/does)

Chain Reaction Curriculum on Ending Prisons and Police

“Black Queer Feminist Curriculum Tookit” from BYP100
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https://truthout.org/audio/corporations-are-funding-police-repression/
https://www.aclu.org/news/criminal-law-reform/what-100-years-of-history-tells-us-about-racism-in-policing/?initms_aff=nat&initms_chan=soc&utm_medium=soc&initms=220211_blog_tw&utm_source=tw&utm_campaign=&utm_content=220211_criminallaw_blog&ms_aff=nat&ms_chan=soc&ms=220211_blog_tw
https://mijente.net/latinx-safety-and-policing/
https://scalawagmagazine.org/2023/05/cop-city-atlanta-history-timeline/
https://therevealer.org/the-myth-of-black-morality-the-black-family-and-mass-incarceration/
https://www.theatlantic.com/education/archive/2014/08/how-to-teach-kids-about-whats-happening-in-ferguson/379049/
http://www.usprisonculture.com/blog/2014/08/31/fergusonsyllabus-talking-and-teaching-about-police-violence/
https://nycstandswithstandingrock.wordpress.com/standingrocksyllabus/
https://www.aaihs.org/resources/charlestonsyllabus/
https://www.aaihs.org/prison-abolition-syllabus/
https://www.aaihs.org/prison-abolition-syllabus-2-0/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1PXdOF36XNgBbimEbUwHdM9GsxZ6M5BozBGN1Pl8ayrQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1P0NKlO9rVmie_W6FJF1rhE6W7it-prFsHXbn9j_C1UY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Aouk0YG8s8plQMt2DaNXnuh8OGsZYrCjPIX4FOmjEc4/edit?usp=sharing
http://www.alternativestopolicing.com/media
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1SXaQvG3dZRP2tVJUbUAzOFPnhbqP4Lmr/view


“Prison Abolition Resource Guide” compiled by Micah Herskind

“Covid19 Decarcerate Syllabus” curated by California Coalition for Women Prisoners

“Police and Prison Abolition 101: A Syllabus and FAQ” from Autostraddle

“Juneteenth: A Celebration Syllabus” from Autostraddle

Abolition for the People, 30 stories on abolition from organizers, political prisoners, scholars,
and advocates

An Indigenous Abolitionist Study Guide

War on Terror Syllabus, from Muslim Abolitionist Futures

Black Disability Justice Syllabus, from Sins Invalid

Abolition and The Call for a World Without Policing

“I Believe in the Laws of Nature” by Anna Mae Aquash

Practicing New Worlds: Abolition and Emergent Strategies, by Andrea J. Ritchie
● Read an excerpt from the Introduction.
● Read a conversation with Andrea J. Ritchie and adrienne maree brown about the book..

No More Police. A Case for Abolition, Mariame Kaba and Andrea J. Ritchie
● Read an interview with Kaba and Ritchie about this book

Abolition. Feminism. Now., by Angela Y. Davis, Gina Dent, Erica R. Meiners, and Beth E.
Richie

● Read an excellent review here.

We Grow the World Together: Parenting Toward Abolition, eds. Maya Schenwar and Kim
Wilson

“The State of Abolition,” a 2022 collection of articles by The Forge

“The Discipline of Hope,” by Ali Rachel Pearl

“A World Where George Floyd And Ma’Khia Bryant Would Still Be Here Is A World Without
Police,” by Mariame Kaba and Andrea Ritchie

The Demand Is Still #DefundThePolice, toolkit by Interrupting Criminalization
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https://micahherskind.com/abolition-resource-guide/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1XNkWwFajh7WsSbvVCMoaIxiFsXtsoQ5RlEFewOgBX6A/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.autostraddle.com/police-and-prison-abolition-101-a-syllabus-and-faq/
https://www.autostraddle.com/juneteenth-a-celebration-syllabus-2/
https://level.medium.com/abolition-for-the-people-397ef29e3ca5
https://yellowheadinstitute.org/2020/08/10/an-indigenous-abolitionist-study-group-guide/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1yRuCB6eCFr2Pt_LsD7Xw9TLXrN7BoGi-vEb4ifCKqhs/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.sinsinvalid.org/news-1/blackfuturesmonthsyllabus
https://www.historyisaweapon.com/defcon1/aquashlawsofnature.html
https://www.akpress.org/practicing-new-worlds.html
https://forgeorganizing.org/article/practicing-new-worlds-abolition-and-emergent-strategies
https://www.yesmagazine.org/social-justice/2023/12/18/practice-new-world-andrea-ritchie-adrienne-maree-brown
https://thenewpress.com/books/no-more-police
https://www.harpersbazaar.com/culture/features/a41447080/andrea-ritchie-mariame-kaba/
https://www.haymarketbooks.org/books/1546-abolition-feminism-now
https://lareviewofbooks.org/article/long-and-variegated-struggles-on-abolition-feminism-now
https://www.haymarketbooks.org/books/2446-we-grow-the-world-together?ref=organizingmythoughts.org
https://forgeorganizing.org/issues/state-abolition
https://makinganeighborhood.substack.com/p/the-discipline-of-hope
https://newsone.com/4143261/george-floyd-makhia-bryant-abolition-police/
https://newsone.com/4143261/george-floyd-makhia-bryant-abolition-police/
https://www.interruptingcriminalization.com/defundpolice-update


“Is Prison Necessary?” Interview with Ruthie Wilson Gilmore

The Case for Prison Abolition: Ruth Wilson Gilmore on COVID-19, Racial Capitalism &
Decarceration, interview on Democracy Now!

Mariame Kaba,We Do This Til We Free Us: Abolitionist Organizing and Transforming
Justice (includes free downloadable discussion guide also at this link)

Muslim Abolitionist Futures (Abolishing the War on Terror)

“Jail Won’t Solve White Supremacist Violence. Here’s How to Truly Confront It,” by Kay Whitlock

“Our Communities, Our Solutions: An Organizers’ Toolkit To Abolish Police,” by Critical
Resistance

“What About the Rapists? An Abolitionist FAQ”

“More WAPs, Less Cops: Why Defunding the Police is the Best Defense Against Sexual
Violence,” by Chanelle Gallant

“SURJ’s Call to White People: Withdraw Your Consent: Defund Police”

A Community Compilation on Police Abolition (downloadable zine)

“Abolish the Police. Instead Let’s Have Full Social, Economic, and Political Equity” by Mychal
Denzel Smith in The Nation.

“To Fight For Black Lives Is to Be Anti-Police”

Feeling for the Edge of Your Imagination: Finding Ways Not to Call the Police

Graphic comic interview with Mariame Kaba, Director of Project NIA and one of the
#SurvivedAndPunished organizers

“Why We Need a World Without Police” by Andrea J. Ritchie (excerpt from Ritchie’s book
“Invisible No More: Police Violence Against Black Women and Women of Color”)

The Movement for Black Lives Policy Platform (Currently undergoing updating)
● Full Platforms
● End the War on Black People (2020 Platform)
● Community Control (2016 Platform)
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https://www.nytimes.com/2019/04/17/magazine/prison-abolition-ruth-wilson-gilmore.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1HWqYANmWLY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1HWqYANmWLY
https://www.haymarketbooks.org/books/1664-we-do-this-til-we-free-us
https://www.haymarketbooks.org/books/1664-we-do-this-til-we-free-us
https://www.muslimabolitionistfutures.org/
https://truthout.org/articles/jail-wont-solve-white-supremacist-violence-heres-how-to-truly-confront-it/
http://criticalresistance.org/abolish-policing-toolkit/
https://www.interruptingcriminalization.com/what-about-the-rapists
https://xtramagazine.com/power/defund-police-cops-sexual-liberation-201752
https://xtramagazine.com/power/defund-police-cops-sexual-liberation-201752
https://medium.com/@surj_action/surjs-call-to-white-people-52fd4e03eaf8
https://issuu.com/ftpzines/docs/gbnf_zine_all
https://www.thenation.com/article/abolish-police-instead-lets-have-full-social-economic-and-political-equality/
https://radfag.com/2016/07/21/to-fight-for-black-lives-is-to-be-anti-police/
http://imaginealternatives.tumblr.com/
https://medium.com/@icelevel/whos-left-mariame-26ed2237ada6
https://www.colorlines.com/articles/excerpt-andrea-j-ritchie-why-we-need-world-without-police
https://m4bl.org/policy-platforms/
https://m4bl.org/end-the-war-on-black-people/
https://m4bl.org/policy-platforms/community-control/


“Should I Call the Cops” by Rinku Sen

“A Practice in Visioning a World Beyond White Supremacy” by Dahlia Ferlito

“If You Are A Cop…(Or Have Cops In Your Life)” by Jennifer Harvey

“Abolition and Reparations: Histories of Resistance, Transformative Justice, and Accountability”
by Patrisse Cullors

“How I Became a Police Abolitionist” by Derecka Purnell

“Yes, We Mean Literally Abolish the Police” by Mariame Kaba

“A New World Is Possible: Defund Police And Fund Black Lives” by Kayla Reed and Ash-Lee
Woodard Henderson

Building a Police-Free Future: an FAQ from MPD150

“We Have Already Stopped Calling the Cops: What We Can Learn about Police Abolition from
Domestic Violence Activists” from Bustle

“We Want More Justice For Breonna Taylor Than The System That Killed Her Can Deliver,” by
Miriame Kaba and Andrea Ritchie

“We Can’t ‘Fix’ Policing or Prison — But We Can Decide How to Create Actual Safety,” Waging
Nonviolence interview with "Prison By Any Other Name" authors Maya Schenwar and Victoria
Law

Readings by Black Women on Abolition, curated by Bilphena’s Library

“Reformist Reforms vs. Abolitionist Steps in Policing” from Critical Resistance (good to review if
your group is considering supporting policy changes as one kind of action)

● See their similar chart on Reforms vs. Abolitionist Steps in ending imprisonment.
● See an adaptation of the policing chart made for the UK context

“Ending Immigrant Detention: Abolitionist Steps vs. Reformist Reforms” from Detention Watch
Network (modeled after Critical Resistance’s resource above)

“In Calling to Defund Police, Don’t Fixate on Costs of Police Settlements,” by Andrea Ritchie
and Maurice Weeks

“An Introduction to Police Abolition” from Baltimore Beat

Building Congregational Community Safety

https://www.themaven.net/rinkusen/politics/should-i-call-the-cops-SnP_dyTr30ywnKyJdjfvdQ/?full=1
https://medium.com/white-people-4-black-lives/a-practice-in-visioning-a-world-beyond-white-supremacy-3741b5a08fdc
https://www.huffingtonpost.com/jennifer-harvey/if-you-are-a-cop-or-have-_b_12104808.html
https://harvardlawreview.org/2019/04/abolition-and-reparations-histories-of-resistance-transformative-justice-and-accountability/
https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2020/07/how-i-became-police-abolitionist/613540/
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/06/12/opinion/sunday/floyd-abolish-defund-police.html
https://www.essence.com/feature/defund-police-fund-black-lives-m4bl/
https://www.mpd150.com/wp-content/themes/mpd150/assets/faq_zine.pdf
https://www.bustle.com/rule-breakers/police-abolition-domestic-violence
https://www.bustle.com/rule-breakers/police-abolition-domestic-violence
https://www.essence.com/feature/breonna-taylor-justice-abolition/
https://wagingnonviolence.org/2020/08/prison-by-any-other-name-authors-maya-schenwar-victoria-law-abolition-conversation/
https://thenewpress.com/books/prison-by-any-other-name
https://www.bilphenaslibrary.com/abolition
https://criticalresistance.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/CR_NoCops_reform_vs_abolition_REV2020.pdf
https://criticalresistance.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/CR_abolitioniststeps_antiexpansion_2021_eng.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5e35a537763e8d15ff28a167/t/5f3e3141a920d85faa62fdde/1597911362285/Reform+vs+abolition+-+A2+poster+combining+the+A3+landscapes.pdf
https://www.detentionwatchnetwork.org/sites/default/files/DWN_Abolition%20vs%20Reform_ENG_2021_0.pdf
https://truthout.org/articles/in-calling-to-defund-police-dont-fixate-on-costs-of-police-settlements/
http://baltimorebeat.com/2019/11/06/an-introduction-to-police-abolition/


Twitter thread on why there isn’t one singular “alternative” to prisons, by Micah Herskind

“Imagine Alternatives to Policing” graphics set by Luna Syenite

“After Abolition,” sonnet by Kyle Carrero Lopez

“Aching for Abolition: As a Survivor of Sexual Violence, I know Prison Isn’t the Answer,” by
Camonghne Felix

“Abolishing Policing Also Means Abolishing Family Regulation,” by Dr. Dorothy Roberts

Mandatory Reporting Is Not Neutral website

“What the Public Is Getting Right - and Wrong - about Abolition,” great interview with Rachel
Herzing

“An Anti-Rape Movement Without Police,” by Melissa Gira Grant

“We Must Sever Law Enforcement From the Labor Movement,” by Kim Kelly

“What Abolitionists Do” by Dan Berger, Mariame Kaba, and David Stein

“Community Policing and Other Fairy Tales,” collection of comics for a police-free world from
MPD150

“Uncaging Humanity: Rethinking Accountability in the Age of Abolition,” by Mariame Kaba and
Josie Duffy Rice

“To Stop Police Violence, We Need Better Questions — and Bigger Demands,“ by Mariame
Kaba

“Where No One Suffers Hungry,” by Havannah Tran

“How Abolitionists Are Responding to the Capitol Riot,” by Jack Herrera

“Anything Is Possible: Toward an Abolitionist Vision,” by Marc Lamont Hill

“Police Abolition 101: Messages When Facing Doubts” zine by MPD 150

“What Are We Going to Do About It?” Truthout interview with Mariame Kaba

“Abolition Means Removing Policing from Our Teaching and Thinking,” by Victoria Collins

Building Congregational Community Safety

https://threadreaderapp.com/thread/1228154438906458113.html
https://www.thedigitalabolitionist.com/daily-abolitionist/defundthepolice
https://www.thenation.com/article/culture/after-abolition/
https://www.thecut.com/amp/2020/10/aching-for-abolition.html
https://www.thecut.com/author/camonghne-felix/
https://imprintnews.org/child-welfare-2/abolishing-policing-also-means-abolishing-family-regulation/44480
https://www.mandatoryreportingisnotneutral.com/
https://www.vox.com/21529335/abolish-the-police-movement
https://newrepublic.com/article/159850/anti-rape-movement-without-police
https://www.thenation.com/article/society/labor-unions-police/
https://www.jacobinmag.com/2017/08/prison-abolition-reform-mass-incarceration
https://www.mpd150.com/comic/
https://www.bitchmedia.org/article/mariame-kaba-josie-duffy-rice-rethinking-accountability-abolition
https://gen.medium.com/to-stop-police-violence-we-need-better-questions-and-bigger-demands-23132fc38e8a
https://aaww.org/where-no-one-suffers-hungry/
https://www.prismreports.org/article/2021/1/19/how-abolitionists-are-responding-to-the-capitol-riot
https://roarmag.org/essays/marc-lamont-hill-abolitionist-vision/
https://issuu.com/projectnia/docs/policeabolition101_zine_digital_singlepages
https://truthout.org/articles/what-are-we-going-to-do-about-it-mariame-kaba-talks-abolition-in-action/
https://wearyourvoicemag.com/abolition-means-removing-policing-from-our-teaching-and-thinking/


“Precarity: The American Way,” a webinar panel from Political Research Associates. Recording
and transcript available at the link.

“Racial Capitalism and Prison Abolition”

“Why Crime Isn’t the Question and Police Aren’t the Answer,” by Alec Karakatsanis

“Practicing Abolition, Creating Community,” gorgeous zine from Project NIA

Hilary Moore, Beyond Policing: A handbook for community-led solutions to the violence
of policing in Western Europe. Print copy and download both free. Also includes workshop
outline for using the book.

“What Does It Mean to Be a Good Cop?” by Alec Karakatsanis

“Re-Visions of Abolition,” film with Angela Davis, Ruth Wilson Gilmore, and formerly
incarcerated women

“Murmurations: Realizing Our Abolitionist Dreams,” by adrienne maree brown

“Abortion Decriminalization is Part of the Larger Struggle Against Policing and Criminalization,”
report by Interrupting Criminalization

“What Would Have Saved Tyre Nichols’ Life?” by Derecka Purnell

“Kids For Defunding the Police,” zine from SURJ-Toronto

Policing Gender

Cynthia M. Blair, I’ve Got to Make My Livin’: Black Women’s Sex Work in
Turn-Of-The-Century Chicago

Jessica R. Pliley, Policing Sexuality: The Mann Act and the Making of the FBI

Clare Sears, Arresting Dress: Cross-Dressing, Law, and Fascination in
Nineteenth-Century San Francisco

Sarah Haley, No Mercy Here: Gender, Punishment, and the Making of Jim Crow Modernity

“Policing Gender,” from INCITE! Women of Color Against Violence

Building Congregational Community Safety

https://www.politicalresearch.org/2021/06/16/precarity-american-way
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1BZeL1qcOxnHW8PO3uq41eh7T82tEjuqO/view
https://www.currentaffairs.org/2020/08/why-crime-isnt-the-question-and-police-arent-the-answer
https://issuu.com/projectnia/docs/practicing_abolition_creating_community_final_22
https://www.rosalux.eu/en/article/2084.beyond-policing.html
https://www.rosalux.eu/en/article/2084.beyond-policing.html
https://slate.com/news-and-politics/2020/06/good-police-bad-apples.html
https://www.visionsofabolition.org/watch-re-visions-of-abolition-by-setsu-shigematsu
https://www.yesmagazine.org/opinion/2022/03/29/accountability-abolition-adrienne-maree-brown
https://www.interruptingcriminalization.com/decriminalize-abortion
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2023/jan/30/what-would-have-saved-tyre-nichols-life
https://surjtoronto.com/kids4defunding
https://press.uchicago.edu/ucp/books/book/chicago/I/bo8725132.html
https://press.uchicago.edu/ucp/books/book/chicago/I/bo8725132.html
http://www.hup.harvard.edu/catalog.php?isbn=9780674368118
https://www.dukeupress.edu/arresting-dress
https://www.dukeupress.edu/arresting-dress
https://www.uncpress.org/book/9781469627595/no-mercy-here/
https://incite-national.org/policing-gender/


“Law Enforcement Violence Against Women of Color and Trans People of Color: A Critical
Intersection of Gender Violence and State Violence,” an Organizer’s Resource and Toolkit, from
INCITE! Women of Color against Violence

“Putting More Women in the Police Force is a Cop Out” from Bitch

“The Sarah Everard Case Proves That More Cops Won’t Make Women Safe,” from Bitch

“J.K. Rowling and the White Supremacist History of ‘Biological Sex,’” by Kevin Henderson

“Police Criminals and the Brutalization of Black Girls,” by Sikivu Hutchinson

Angela Davis, Gina Dent, Erica Meiners, and Beth Richie, Abolition. Feminism. Now.
● See also their interview, “Why Policing and Prisons Can’t End Gender Violence”

Policing and the Criminalization of Black/Brown Protest

“Struggle for Power: The Ongoing Persecution of Black Movement by the US Government,”
2021 report by the Movement for Black Lives

“California Police Worked with Neo-Nazis to Pursue 'Anti-Racist' Activists”

“Rioting, Property and Christian Pacifism: A #CheapPeace Synchroblog,” by Jason Dye at Left
Cheek.

“On Ferguson And Property,” by Amaryah Shaye at Women In Theology

Willie Osterweil, “In Defense of Looting” (taking a look at “looting” as a tool of protest against
policing, and how criticizing “looters” contributes to the criminalization of Black people)

Danielle L. McGuire, At the Dark End of the Street: Black Women, Rape, and Resistance:
A New History of the Civil Rights Movement from Rosa Parks to the Rise of Black Power

Kimberlé Williams Crenshaw, “Fear of a Black Uprising: Confronting the White Pathologies That
Shape Racist Policing”

Jamye Wooten, “Who Has the Right to Be Violent?”

Dani Janae, “Black Rage as Catharsis”

Building Congregational Community Safety

https://incite-national.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/TOOLKIT-FINAL.pdf
https://incite-national.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/TOOLKIT-FINAL.pdf
https://www.bitchmedia.org/article/women-police-officers-broken-system
https://www.bitchmedia.org/article/sarah-everard-police-violence-against-women
https://www.radicalhistoryreview.org/abusablepast/j-k-rowling-and-the-white-supremacist-history-of-biological-sex/
https://www.thefeministwire.com/2015/06/police-criminals-and-the-brutalization-of-black-girls/
https://bostonreview.net/articles/why-policing-and-prisons-cant-end-gender-violence/
https://m4bl.org/struggle-for-power/
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2018/feb/09/california-police-white-supremacists-counter-protest?CMP=twt_gu
https://leftcheek.wordpress.com/2014/12/14/rioting-property-and-christian-pacifism-a-cheappeace-synchroblog/
https://womenintheology.org/2014/11/26/on-ferguson-and-property/
https://thenewinquiry.com/in-defense-of-looting/
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/111678/at-the-dark-end-of-the-street-by-danielle-l-mcguire/9780307389244/
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/111678/at-the-dark-end-of-the-street-by-danielle-l-mcguire/9780307389244/
https://newrepublic.com/article/158725/fear-black-uprising-confronting-racist-policing
https://newrepublic.com/article/158725/fear-black-uprising-confronting-racist-policing
https://www.thebtscenter.org/bearings/december-2019/who-has-the-right-to-be-violent/
https://www.autostraddle.com/black-rage-as-catharsis/


“On Ferguson Protests, the Destruction of things, and What Violence Really Is (And Isn’t),” by
Mia Mackenzie

(White) Christians and Policing

SURJ-Faith’s Community Safety for All Campaign Holy Week Declaration

“The Word Is Resistance” podcast by SURJ-Faith:
● “Mary Magdalen’s Grief” by Rev. Anne Dunlap (Transcript)
● “Uprisings and Abolition” series
● “Abolition Advent” series

“When White Christians Support Good Cops,” by Caris Adel

“How Would Jesus Police” by Nichola Torbett

“The Pastoral Is Political: The First Pride Was A Riot,” by Rev. Anne Dunlap

“The Pastoral Is Political: Called to Serve and Protect,” by Rev. Marilyn Pagán-Banks

“Podcast For a Just World: Resilience Part 2,” interviews Rev. Anne Dunlap, Nichola Torbett,
and Margaret Ernst about divesting from police as white Christians

Twitter thread on Christian theology and policing by queer theologian Linn Tonstad

“A Theological Statement From the Black Church on Juneteenth” by Rev. Dr. Eboni Marshall
Turman and nearly 700 other Black pastors and theologians

“U.S. Bishops Must Choose: Black People or the Police?” by Dwayne David Paul

“Challenging the Police: Abolition and Christian Ethics,” by Nathaniel Grimes & Vincent Lloyd

“Let’s Get Free: A Case for Abolition Theology,” lecture by Darnell L. Moore, with responses

“Christianity and the Abolition of Police and Prisons,” webinar by the Institute for Christian
Socialists

“After Ferguson: America Must Abandon ‘Sick Christianity’ At Ease With Violence,” by Willie
James Jennings (note the intertwining of Christian theology and “law and order”)

Stand Your Ground: Black Bodies and the Justice of God, by Rev. Dr. Kelly Brown Douglas
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http://www.blackgirldangerous.org/2014/11/ferguson-destruction-violence-really-isnt/
http://bit.ly/HolyWeekDeclaration
https://soundcloud.com/thewordisresistance/twir-4118-easter-mary-magdalenes-grief
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1mxO5ih_3GKNBzwOu-dhxFJEaNldclR3x
https://soundcloud.com/thewordisresistance/sets/uprisings-and-abolition
https://soundcloud.com/thewordisresistance/sets/abolitionadvent-2020
http://www.carisadel.com/when-white-christians-support-good-cops/
http://theyoke.org/how-would-jesus-police.html
https://revgalblogpals.org/2019/06/10/the-pastoral-is-political-the-first-pride-was-a-riot/
https://revgalblogpals.org/2019/07/02/the-pastoral-is-political-called-to-serve-and-protect/
https://soundcloud.com/forajustworld/resilience-part-2-with-surj-faith
https://twitter.com/Pennamiriel/status/1267091875997122565
https://www.colorlines.com/articles/theological-statement-black-church-juneteenth
https://christiansocialism.com/us-catholic-bishops-racism-police-abolition/
https://christiansocialism.com/abolish-police-christian-ethics-just-war/
https://www.ctschicago.edu/abolition
https://www.facebook.com/smashmammon/videos/751328412080036/
http://religiondispatches.org/after-ferguson-america-must-abandon-the-sick-christianity-at-ease-with-violence/
https://www.orbisbooks.com/stand-your-ground.html


Christians for Abolition of Prisons (See for example their piece, “The Christian Case for
Abolition”)

“Toolkit: Building Space for Non-Punitive Accountability in Christian Communities” by Hannah
Bowman, Christians for Abolition of Prisons (theological re-imagining + practical action)

“Many Columbus Clergy Demand Defunding Police” by the Columbus Dispatch

“Reforms Don’t Work; The Police Must Be Defunded,” by Dwayne David Paul for America: The
Jesuit Review

“Throw Open Your Doors! A Call to Sanctuary,” a guide for Christian churches from the Institute
for Christian Socialism

“A Quaker Call to Abolition and Creation,” by Lucy Duncan

“Challenge the Police: Abolition and Christian Ethics,” by Nathaniel Grimes and Vincent Lloyd

Mennonite Church USA Abolition Curriculum

“‘Defund the Police’ Is Deeply Anabaptist,” by Hillary Watson

“Abolition Is the Embodiment of God’s Justice,” by Hannah Bowman

“We Need the Funk,” by Lynice Pinkard and Nichola Torbett

“Abolition: A Revolution of Love,” by BaddestChaplain

Jewish Experience and Policing

“Yom Kippur #TorahForTheResistance: Jews and Solidarity,” by Dove Kent

“It’s Time for Jewish Communities To Stop Investing In the Police,” by Lara Haft

“Commit to the Community Safety Pledge,” from JFREJ and other Jewish organizers in the
aftermath of the Tree of Life Synagogue Shooting

JFREJ Ritual Toolkit for Mourning Black Lives and Police Violence

“Why I walked Out of Yom Kippur Services. Again.” by Jeyn Levinson

Building Congregational Community Safety

https://christiansforabolition.org/
https://christiansforabolition.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/Illustrated-intro-Christian-case-for-abolition-October-2020.pdf
https://christiansforabolition.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/Illustrated-intro-Christian-case-for-abolition-October-2020.pdf
https://christiansforabolition.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/Accountability-Toolkit.pdf
https://www.dispatch.com/story/news/2020/10/20/many-columbus-clergy-demand-defunding-police/5980023002/
https://www.americamagazine.org/politics-society/2020/10/15/reforms-dont-work-defund-police-black-lives-matter
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1jn61yJMijkUKRIUhWK3acfTNuSYbNOpZz6wyNh-NlIg/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.friendsjournal.org/a-quaker-call-to-abolition-and-creation/
https://christiansocialism.com/abolish-police-christian-ethics-just-war/
https://www.mennoniteusa.org/abolition-curriculum-intro/
https://www.mennoniteusa.org/menno-snapshots/defund-the-police-deeply-anabaptist/
https://sojo.net/articles/abolition-embodiment-gods-justice
https://geezmagazine.org/magazine/article/we-need-the-funk
https://here4thekids.substack.com/p/abolition-a-revolution-of-love
https://jewschool.com/2017/09/80330/yom-kippur-torahfortheresistance-jewish-allyship/
https://forward.com/opinion/397377/its-time-for-jewish-communities-to-stop-investing-in-the-police/?attribution=home-article-listing-11-headline
https://www.jfrej.org/news/2018/11/commit-to-the-community-safety-pledge
https://www.jfrej.org/assets/uploads/Ritual-Toolkit-for-Mourning-Black-Lives.pdf
https://medium.com/@jenny.levison/why-i-walked-out-of-yom-kipper-services-again-27203a938c20


Kavod Community Safety Shavuot Session - Resource Sheet

Imagining the World to Come, an online journal of abolitionist Jewish perspectives

“High Holidays 5780/2019 Community Safety Reflections,” by Nadav David

Police Accountability in Jewish Law and Thought, with Rabbi Aryeh Bernstein

“As a Black Jew, I’m Begging You: Don’t Arm Your Synagogue,” by Nylah Burton

“What Happens When Everything Is Broken? Grappling With #DefundthePolice,” by Rabbi
Aryeh Cohen. Particular attention given to the “shoftim/shotrim” in Devarim.

“Olam Hadash: Towards a Jewish Theology of Abolition,” by Rabbi Ari Lev, Yom Kippur 5781

Tisha B’Av: Mourning and Reimagining Safety, organized by Bend the Arc

Twitter thread by April Rosenblum on how Jewish fear is used to increase policing and
militarizaiton.

Jo Kent Katz on the Continuing Impact of Ancestral Trauma

“Idolators: Those Who Claim the Right to Oppress or Enslave Others,” by Rabbi Aryeh Cohen

Jewish Perspectives on Defunding Police, Panel led by Danforth Jewish Circle, Toronto

“We Keep Each Other Safe: Safety Beyond Policing,” webinar from JFREJ and Jews On Our
Own Terms

White Women and Policing

“Free Thomas Wansley: A Letter to White Southern Women from Anne Braden”

“White Women for Defunding the Police” from SURJ leaders

The Get Together! Episode 1: White Women on Defunding the Police

Building Congregational Community Safety

https://docs.google.com/document/d/e/2PACX-1vSMwK-O7YgvcEtF4fGR0amPS17_O9qDTyK4PIaiRB1Q6Q4BWrFp_HEGhZoLyPKC76tuHKzveTVA74vU/pub
https://deadlyexchange.org/imagining-the-world-to-come/
https://medium.com/@NaDavid/high-holiday-5780-2019-community-safety-reflections-e680f02d789b
https://youtu.be/AsjkpiGQ0Wc
https://www.heyalma.com/as-a-black-jew-im-begging-you-dont-arm-your-synagogue/
http://evolve.reconstructingjudaism.org/what-happens-when-everything-is-broken
https://www.kol-tzedek.org/olam-hadash.html
https://www.facebook.com/240290369507552/videos/1661022734046681
https://twitter.com/homeandfreedom/status/1398399974593998852
https://momentmag.com/ancestral-trauma/
https://www.tikkun.org/idolators-those-who-claim-the-right-to-oppress-or-enslave-others/
https://youtu.be/rfNYOqXe0Y0
https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=S6VT3kRKKnM&feature=youtu.be
http://www.newsreel.org/guides/Anne-Braden-Southern-Patriot-Resources/Anne-Braden-A-Letter-to-White-Southern-Women.pdf
https://medium.com/@surj_action/white-women-for-defunding-the-police-d0a6a28912d
https://youtu.be/Q0vzcDZ_veo


Immigration Enforcement and Policing

National Map of Local Entanglement with ICE

“If Family Separations at the Border Outrage Us, So Should Family Separation Through Prison
and Policing,” by Leslie Mac

“Free Our Future: Immigration Policy Platform” by Mijente

“Mapping Far Right and Anti-Immigrant Movement Alignment with County Sheriffs,” research
from Political Research Associates

“Florida Farmworkers, Rocked by Covid and a Fatal Police Shooting, Are Demanding Justice,”
in Rolling Stone

“Smart Borders or a Humane World?” report by the Immigrant Defense Project

LGBTQ Experience and Policing (including Pride events)

“Taking Freedom: Reclaiming Our Lineage: Organized Queer, Gender-Non-Conforming, and
Transgender Resistance to Police Violence” by Che Gossett, Reina Gossett & A.J. Lewis

“Pride and Prejudice” (article about Columbus, OH “Black Pride 4” action in 2017 and work since
then)

Black Queer and Intersectional Columbus “Community Pride” website

“Pride Parades, Police, & Black Lives Matter,” by Dahlia Ferlito (member of SURJ affiliate
AWARE-LA/WP4BL)

“Decades of Resistance: Community Pride Ditches Police, Rainbow Capitalism”

“No Pride in Police, No Police in Pride: Resisting the Pinkwashing of State Violence”

“Principles of Pride: Police and Prisons Do Not Belong In Our Future” from Autostraddle

Building Congregational Community Safety

https://www.ilrc.org/local-enforcement-map
http://blackyouthproject.com/if-family-separations-at-the-border-outrage-us-so-should-family-separation-through-prison-and-policing/
http://blackyouthproject.com/if-family-separations-at-the-border-outrage-us-so-should-family-separation-through-prison-and-policing/
https://mijente.net/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/Mijente-Immigration-Policy-Platform_0628.pdf
https://www.politicalresearch.org/sheriffs-map/
https://www.rollingstone.com/culture/culture-features/police-shooting-florida-farmworker-immokalee-florida-1193067/
https://www.immigrantdefenseproject.org/smart-borders-or-a-humane-world/
https://psmag.com/social-justice/taking-freedom-claiming-our-lineage
https://psmag.com/social-justice/taking-freedom-claiming-our-lineage
http://614columbus.com/2018/05/pride-and-prejudice/
https://columbuscommunitypride.org/about/central-issues/
https://www.laprogressive.com/pride-parades/
https://www.columbusunderground.com/decades-of-resistance-community-pride-ditches-police-rainbow-capitalism-ls1
https://thebaffler.com/latest/no-police-in-pride-lee
https://www.autostraddle.com/principles-of-pride-police-and-prisons-do-not-belong-in-our-future/


Policing and Disability Justice

Abolition and Disability Justice, website with principles and resources

Disability Justice and Abolition, webinar with Elliott Fukui

The Harriet Tubman Collective

We Can’t Breathe: The Deaf & Disabled Margin of Police Brutality Project

An Inclusive Abolitionism - Why Involuntary Psychiatric Medicine is not the Alternative To
Prisons, by Elliott Fukui

● Part One: The Crime of Feeling
● Part Two: The Crime of Survival
● Part Three: Better Together

“Rights are Not Justice: Disability Justice Is an Essential Part of Abolishing Police and Prisons”
by Talila Lewis for Abolition for the People

“Police Violence is a Disability Justice Issue,” by Derecka Purnell

“Policing Mental Health Beyond Guantánamo,” report by Nicole Nguyen

Alternatives to Policing

Transformative Justice & Addressing Harm

“Transform Harm,” a resource hub about ending violence, created by Mariame Kaba

“Murmurations: From Rupture to Repair,” by Briana Herman-Brand

Transformative Justice: A Brief Description,” by Mia Mingus

“Pods: The Building Blocks of Transformative Justice and Collective Care,” by Mia Mingus/SOIL

“Expanding Our Frame: Deepening Our Demands for Safety and Healing for Black Survivors of
Sexual Violence” by Andrea J. Ritchie (2019)

Developing Accountability “Pods,” from the Bay Area Transformative Justice Collective

Building Congregational Community Safety

https://abolitionanddisabilityjustice.com/main/
https://youtu.be/ICwatGVj5b4
https://harriettubmancollective.tumblr.com/
https://www.dustinpgibson.com/offerings/wecantbreathe
https://madqueer.org/reflections/an-inclusive-abolitionism-why-involuntary-psychiatric-medicine-is-not-the-alternative-to-prisons
https://madqueer.org/reflections/an-inclusive-abolitionism-why-involuntary-psychiatric-medicine-is-not-the-alternative-to-prisons-part-two
https://madqueer.org/reflections/an-inclusive-abolitionism-why-involuntary-psychiatric-medicine-is-not-the-alternative-to-prisons-part-three
https://level.medium.com/disability-justice-is-an-essential-part-of-abolishing-police-and-prisons-2b4a019b5730
https://bostonreview.net/articles/police-violence-is-a-disability-justice-issue/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1bFdCpuyKaOHKYM6XrdZ5sP2DbNM3qIQJ/view
https://transformharm.org/
https://www.yesmagazine.org/opinion/2024/07/31/repair-relationship-healing-murmurations
https://leavingevidence.wordpress.com/2019/01/09/transformative-justice-a-brief-description/
https://www.soiltjp.org/our-work/resources/pods
https://incite-national.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/ritchie-Expanding-Our-Frame-Deepening-our-Demands-for-Safety-and-Healing-for-Black-Survivors-of-Sexual-Violence.pdf
https://incite-national.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/ritchie-Expanding-Our-Frame-Deepening-our-Demands-for-Safety-and-Healing-for-Black-Survivors-of-Sexual-Violence.pdf
https://batjc.wordpress.com/pods-and-pod-mapping-worksheet/


Robust list of articles, audio, and video on transformative justice, from the Bay Area
Transformative Justice Collective

“What Is/Isn’t Transformative Justice,” by adrienne maree brown

“A Better World: Transformative Justice and the Apocalypse” by Kai Cheng

“Muting Is Not Disposing Of (Distinctions)” by adrienne maree brown

Circles of Support and Accountability, a model focusing on the safe reintegration of people
returning home from incarceration—usually high-risk, high-needs people convicted of a sexual
offense. See also the Community Justice Center in Fresno, CA.

INCITE! Resources on Community Accountability Practices
● Overview and Resources
● Organizing Handout

Toward Transformative Justice: A Liberatory Approach to Child Sexual Abuse and other forms
of Intimate and Community Violence from generation FIVE

#SurvivedAndPunished:Survivor Defense as Abolitionist Praxis
(Toolkit includes resources for organizing defense campaigns for survivors of violence)

#SurvivedAndPunished: Resources on criminalization of survivors of violence

INCITE! Stop Law Enforcement Violence Toolkit

Project NIA: Transformative Justice Curriculum Guide
(includes discussion re: alternatives to policing)

Building Accountable Communities video series

Resources for Addressing Harm, Accountability, and Healing, from Critical Resistance

Creative Interventions Toolkit: A Practical Guide to Stop Interpersonal Violence

Beyond Survival: Strategies and Stories from the Transformative Justice Movement, book edited
by Ejeris Dixon (Editor); Leah Lakshmi Piepzna-Samarasinha

Project Nia and Barnard Center for Research on Women, Building Accountable Communities
Video Series with Key Anti-Violence and Transformative Justice Organizers/Practitioners

● What Is Transformative Justice?

Building Congregational Community Safety

https://batjc.wordpress.com/readings-media/
http://adriennemareebrown.net/2015/07/09/what-isisnt-transformative-justice/
https://www.autostraddle.com/a-better-world-transformative-justice-and-the-apocalypse/
http://adriennemareebrown.net/2019/02/04/muting-is-not-disposing-of-distinctions/
https://nationalreentryresourcecenter.org/circles-of-support-and-accountability/
https://communityjusticecenter.com/about-us
https://incite-national.org/community-accountability/
http://www.usprisonculture.com/blog/wp-content/uploads/2012/03/commaccountabilityincite.pdf
http://www.usprisonculture.com/blog/wp-content/uploads/2012/03/G5_Toward_Transformative_Justice.pdf
http://www.usprisonculture.com/blog/wp-content/uploads/2012/03/G5_Toward_Transformative_Justice.pdf
http://www.survivedandpunished.org/sp-toolkit.html
https://survivedandpunished.org/resources/
http://www.incite-national.org/page/stop-law-enforcement-violence-toolkit
https://niastories.files.wordpress.com/2013/08/tjcurriculum_design_small-finalrev.pdf
http://www.deanspade.net/projects/building-accountable-communities/
http://criticalresistance.org/resources/addressing-harm-accountability-and-healing/
http://www.creative-interventions.org/tools/toolkit/
https://www.akpress.org/beyond-survival.html
https://youtu.be/U-_BOFz5TXo


● What Is Accountability?
● The Modern Roots of Transformative Justice
● Everyday Practices of Transformative Justice
● Centering the Needs of Survivors, Part 1
● Centering the Needs of Survivors, Part 2
● What Does Justice Look Like for Survivors?
● Intersections of Disability Justice and Transformative Justice
● What Are Obstacles to Accountability?
● How to Support Harm Doers in Being Accountable
● How Shame Can Block Accountability
● Consent Is Accountability
● Transformative Justice in the Apocalypse: Beyond Survival One Year Later

“Turning Towards Each Other: A Conflict Workbook” by Jovida Ross & Weyam Ghadbian

“Isolation Cannot Heal Isolation” by Blyth Barnow

“Building Your Abolitionist Toolbox,” a robust set of presentations from Project NIA

“Making Communities Safe Without Police,” by Amanda Alexander and Danielle Sered

Safety Planning and Intimate Partner Violence: A Toolkit for Survivors and Supporters
● See related webinar, “Intimate Partner Violence and Abolitionist Safety Planning”

“What to Do When You have Been Abusive,” by Kai Cheng Thom

Things to Do Instead of Calling the Police

“Abolition: How We Keep Us Safe” zine with lots of practical strategies from Abolition Action

“Rednecks for Black Lives Action Toolkit” from Southern Crossroads

DefundPolice.Org - robust site with resources for budgeting, legislation, organizing, and
trainings with the goal to defund police

“What To Do Instead of Calling the Police,” by Anna North

“12 Things To Do Instead of Calling the Cops”

“How to Never Call the Cops Again: A Guide with a Few Alternatives to Calling Police” from
Autostraddle
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https://youtu.be/QZuJ55iGI14
https://youtu.be/ZqMxNiKQLHc
https://youtu.be/F-UE8wwXEtc
https://youtu.be/ZeBuP7VCJyM
https://youtu.be/MECKdunxjN4
https://youtu.be/-YiN9ANo85c
https://youtu.be/8dKystkbHKQ
https://youtu.be/tRhoaRlyeq8
https://youtu.be/AhANo6wzBAA
https://youtu.be/58nAd6gDZKA
https://youtu.be/ibFFQsNGK9Q
https://youtu.be/Yq3hvQ3LayY
https://turningtowardseachother.medium.com/turning-towards-each-other-embracing-the-gifts-of-conflict-for-social-change-ea28502016b7
https://everydayabolition.com/2013/10/29/isolation-cannot-heal-isolation/
https://abolitionist.tools/
https://bostonreview.net/articles/making-communities-safe-without-the-police/
https://survivedandpunished.org/2022/04/13/new-toolkit-safety-planning-and-intimate-partner-violence/
https://youtu.be/QEVuJuBrj5A
https://truthout.org/articles/what-to-do-when-you-have-been-abusive/
https://rosecitycopwatch.files.wordpress.com/2010/03/alternatives-to-police-draft.pdf
https://309f5012-a49a-40ee-9d6a-ce3ecf2820e0.filesusr.com/ugd/dab81c_e390f912ca53479db624783e9601df77.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/18j06sgVGaqqqlbuw1X9UX4aZJFpSC1wuXGfiF8AI4XY/edit?usp=sharing
https://defundpolice.org/
https://www.vox.com/2021/4/14/22374196/calling-the-police-violence-alternatives
https://www.sproutdistro.com/2017/07/28/new-zine-12-things-cops/
https://www.autostraddle.com/how-to-never-call-the-cops-again-a-guide-with-a-few-alternatives-to-calling-police/


“A World Without Police”

“Are There Alternatives to Calling 911?”

“5 Things White People Can Do Before They Call the Cops on a Black Person”

“5 Things You Can Do Instead of Calling the Police”

Alternatives to Police in Case of Vandalism (a resource from our UUA friends specifically for
faith/spiritual communities; translatable to other contexts.)

“Policing Is a Dirty Job, But Nobody’s Gotta Do It: Six Ideas for a Cop-Free World” in Rolling
Stone.

“10 Lessons for Creating Safety Without Police” by Tasha Amezcua, Ejeris Dixon & Che J. Rene
Long for Truthout

“No Throwaway People” by Carla Shalaby (Twitter thread about how punitive carceral logics
show up in classroom spaces...think also about how these logics show up in “classroom” and
youth group type settings in faith communities and other formations)

People’s Budget LA: Defund the Police, Fund Communities

What To Do Instead of Calling the Police (robust resource list)

“Abolish the Police? Organizers Say It’s Less Crazy Than It Sounds” by Maya Dukmasova

“Alternatives to Police” booklet from Rose City Copwatch

Law Enforcement Assisted Diversion (LEAD) Program (pilot in Seattle, WA)
(Note: this should be considered a harm-reduction strategy)

“How Not to Call the Po’Lice EVER,” handbook by POOR Magazine, based on their workshops
(ebook version here)

“What’s Next? Safer and More Just Communities Without Policing”

Local Who to Call Instead Flow Charts

Resource Guide & Flow Chart - DC: Alternatives to Calling the Police (from SURJ-DC)
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https://www.sproutdistro.com/catalog/zines/organizing/world-without-police/
https://m.chicagoreader.com/Bleader/archives/2017/10/30/are-there-alternatives-to-calling-911
https://mashable.com/article/permitpatty-white-people-call-police-on-black-person/
https://medium.com/anne-gunderson/5-things-you-can-do-instead-of-calling-the-police-d387f8516677
https://www.uua.org/safe/handbook/alternatives-calling-police
http://www.rollingstone.com/politics/news/policing-is-a-dirty-job-but-nobodys-gotta-do-it-6-ideas-for-a-cop-free-world-20141216
https://truthout.org/articles/10-lessons-for-creating-safety-without-the-police-a-reflection-on-the-10-year-anniversary-of-the-sos-collective/
https://threadreaderapp.com/thread/1033450332188299264.html
https://peoplesbudgetla.com/
http://www.aaronxrose.com/blog/alternatives-to-police
https://www.chicagoreader.com/chicago/police-abolitionist-movement-alternatives-cops-chicago/Content?oid=23289710
https://rosecitycopwatch.files.wordpress.com/2010/03/alternatives-to-police-draft.pdf
http://leadkingcounty.org/about/
https://www.poorpress.net/product-page/physical-how-to-not-call-the-po-lice-ever
https://www.poorpress.net/product-page/how-to-not-call-the-po-lice-ever-handbook
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5ee39ec764dbd7179cf1243c/t/5f85c390635cac03f35913d5/1602601934251/What%27s+Next+Report+.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1oKHjHM5h-WAjoVnwEV9kQVihvrYLoyOehsfSu5gUbgw/edit?usp=sharing


Resource Guide & Flow Chart - Denver, CO: Alternatives to Calling the Police (from
SURJ-Denver)

Resource Guide & Flow Chart - Fairfax County, VA: Alternatives to Calling the Police (from
SURJ-NOVA)

See also this database, “Don’t Call the Police”

Mental Health & Harm Reduction

Defund the Police - Invest in Community Care: A Guide to Non-Police Mental Health Crisis
Responses

Harm Reduction Principles

Mental Health First Aid

Get trained in overdose prevention (Narcan/Naloxone) and keep supplies stocked

Navigating Crisis: 4-page guide for mental health crises from the Icarus Project

Fireweed Collective Crisis Toolkit

Faith in Harm Reduction and their Spirit of Harm Reduction Toolkit for Faith Communities

Community Action Team (CAT) 911 Abolitionist Mental Health Rapid Response Training
Curriculum and Videos

“Keeping Each Other Alive: Mental Health and Collective Survival,” interview with Kelly Hayes,
Elliot Fukui, and Leah Lakshmi Piepzna-Samarasinha

Mutual Aid & Community-Based Safety and Defense Practices

SpiritHouse (Durham, NC) Harm Free Zones

New York City Community Defense: Hate Free Zones

Ella Baker Center for Human Rights: Night Out for Safety and Liberation

Community Ready Corps
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1OEpoBN2oaa9qieyIL-EV2sSvXXB8t0qNF-VUNtwMHA4/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/15EFTd1reeQ4G55nMqgCsjx83-eflxIxG_68jhIbpMLU/mobilebasic
https://dontcallthepolice.com/
https://www.interruptingcriminalization.com/non-police-crisis-response-guide
https://www.interruptingcriminalization.com/non-police-crisis-response-guide
https://harmreduction.org/about-us/principles-of-harm-reduction/
https://www.mentalhealthfirstaid.org/
https://harmreduction.org/issues/overdose-prevention/tools-best-practices/
https://fireweedcollective.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/IcarusNavigatingCrisisHandoutLarge05-09.pdf
https://fireweedcollective.org/crisis-toolkit/
https://faithinharmreduction.org/
https://harmreduction.org/issues/harm-reduction-basics/spirit-of-harm-reduction-a-toolkit-for-communities-of-faith-facing-overdose/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1CwLPMM949g5eTlcNTm1gsjA5UGfiuGxnQaEwsdJBO3k/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1CwLPMM949g5eTlcNTm1gsjA5UGfiuGxnQaEwsdJBO3k/edit?usp=sharing
https://truthout.org/audio/keeping-each-other-alive-mental-health-and-collective-survival/
http://www.spirithouse-nc.org/harm-free-zone/
https://www.hatefreezones.org/
http://ellabakercenter.org/night-out-for-safety-and-liberation
https://www.crc4sd.org/


Jewish Voice for Peace Community Safety Resource Packet, and Resource Guide
● Packet
● Guide

Get in Formation: A Community Safety Toolkit, from Vision Change Win

Big Door Brigade Mutual Aid Toolbox

Mutual Aid Disaster Relief

Mijente: Community Defense Zones Guide

The Center for Anti-Violence Education:: Self-Defense and Upstander Trainings

De-Escalation and Nonviolent Security, from Training for Change

Defend Yourself: Self-Defense, Active Bystander, and De-Escalation Trainings

Don’t be a Bystander: 6 Tips for Responding to Racist Attacks

NSVRC Bystander Intervention Tips and Strategies

Right to Be trainings

Bystander Intervention Do’s/Don’t’s

“Copwatching 101: Keep Your Eyes Open, Keep Your Neighbors Safe” from Autostraddle

Copwatch resource from Assata’s Daughters

Copwatching Pro-Tips from People’s Response Team

A Practical Web Tutorial to Bystander Intervention and De-Escalation Tactics

Highlander Center Webinars on Mutual Aid
● History and Principles of Mutual Aid
● Mutual Aid How-To

SURJ Webinar on Mutual Aid with Dean Spade
● Video
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1_OPb_snLdC6SDT99yruxmMgNajx20jss7mslndrPiaY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1nKo5vdxiquxKpXukFhC0rY-BYmru2RqxMSO9ITt2-jA/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.visionchangewin.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/VCW-Safety-Toolkit-R2.pdf
http://bigdoorbrigade.com/mutual-aid-toolbox/
https://mutualaiddisasterrelief.org/
http://mijente.net/2017/02/10/community-defense-zone-guide/
https://www.caeny.org/
https://www.trainingforchange.org/training_tools/nonviolent-security/
https://defendyourself.org/
https://vimeo.com/199947156
https://www.nsvrc.org/sites/default/files/2018-02/publications_nsvrc_tip-sheet_bystander-intervention-tips-and-strategies_1.pdf
https://righttobe.org/
http://www.peoplesresponseteamchicago.org/uploads/8/7/9/8/87981704/bystander_invention.pdf
https://www.autostraddle.com/copwatching-101-keep-your-eyes-open-keep-your-neighbors-safe/
https://www.assatasdaughters.org/copwatch-2
http://www.peoplesresponseteamchicago.org/uploads/8/7/9/8/87981704/copwatching-6.pdf
https://watt.cashmusic.org/writing/deescalation
https://zoom.us/rec/play/6ccrIuigqG83GIaT4wSDAv59W9W5J_-s1HUe_6UPykq3V3hVN1emMucTYLEJiA87rIkEPcGptB0Dp_dH
https://zoom.us/rec/play/650tcOn8-Dw3H92csASDCvAtW9W5fPis1SYeq_MNnUywBSRXMVbyM-cSN-Fw-DoWcdBuDGFxgidGGOpS
https://zoom.us/rec/play/J6tYUJ6T45eDB4FF0gU5IK5x1GQEp4iavhX02oidFrAqQND894xHTEsw1UhKOOu0U7yMiR2devngodc.iV8bqeP09d-NS31p


● Closed Caption Transcript

SURJ Interview on Mutual Aid with Shawn Fischer

Guide to Trauma-Informed De-Escalation During Actions and Protests (translatable skills for
other situations as well)

“Collective Care Is Our Best Weapon Against Covid-19,” from Mutual Aid Disaster Relief

“They Don’t Care About Us But We Keep Us Safe,” from Mutual Aid Disaster Relief

“We Keep Each Other Safe: Mutual Aid for Solidarity and Survival,” webinar with Dean Spade,
Mariame Kaba, and Ejeris Dixon

“How Disabled Mutual Aid Is Different Than Abled Mutual Aid,” by Leah Lakshmi
Piepzna-Samarasinha

Great thread about how “de-escalation” needs to be rooted in mutual relationship.

The People’s Crisis Response - Lux Magazine

Resources for Building Security Culture

The Ruckus Society: Security Culture for Activists

The Catalyst Project: A Troublemaker’s Guide: Principles for Racial Justice In the Face of
State Repression

What Is Security Culture

Security Culture: A Handbook for Activists

Confidence, Courage, Connection, Trust: A Proposal for a Robust Security Culture

Crossing the United States Border: A Security Guide for Citizens and Non-Citizens

A Tilted Guide for Being a Defendant

Info on 2017 Police Infiltration of SURJ DC

The FBI's Failed Two-Year Campaign Against a Group of Nonviolent Activists in the Midwest
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/14S5oNIBssxyAWv79gGHoE5I853RVa7bw_qucV31ABt0/edit
https://drive.google.com/file/u/5/d/12WTlo43591-kwlECS45QtA6xkv07q3g_/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/18sgjxb5OVQMzUO8vHMU-RipzlqwaCNeR/view
https://mutualaiddisasterrelief.org/collective-care/
https://mutualaiddisasterrelief.org/they-dont-care-about-us-but-we-keep-us-safe/
https://youtu.be/C32KGX6qP5s
https://disabilityvisibilityproject.com/2021/10/03/how-disabled-mutual-aid-is-different-than-abled-mutual-aid/
https://threadreaderapp.com/thread/1506770892080173057.html
https://lux-magazine.com/article/crisis-response/
https://ruckus.org/training-manuals/security-tips-resources/
https://collectiveliberation.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/A-Troublemakers-Guide-Principles-for-Racial-Justice-Activists-in-the-Face-of-State-Repression-FINAL.pdf
https://collectiveliberation.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/A-Troublemakers-Guide-Principles-for-Racial-Justice-Activists-in-the-Face-of-State-Repression-FINAL.pdf
https://crimethinc.com/2004/11/01/what-is-security-culture
https://www.yumpu.com/en/document/read/47719303/security-culture-a-handbook-for-activists-animal-liberation-front
https://itsgoingdown.org/confidence-courage-robust-security/
https://crimethinc.com/2020/01/28/crossing-the-united-states-border-a-security-guide-for-citizens-and-non-citizens
https://www.akpress.org/a-tilted-guide-to-being-a-defendant.html
https://medium.com/@surjdc/info-on-2017-police-infiltration-of-surj-dc-4b5470798e76
https://www.vice.com/en_us/article/av4358/how-the-fbi-goes-after-activists


Freedom Archives: Learn about COINTELPRO

“The Burglary That Exposed COINTELPRO: Activists mark 50th Anniversary of Daring FBI
Break-In,” from Democracy Now
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https://www.freedomarchives.org/Cointel_Resources.html
https://www.democracynow.org/2021/3/9/50th_anniversary_fbi_office_cointelpro_exposure
https://www.democracynow.org/2021/3/9/50th_anniversary_fbi_office_cointelpro_exposure

