
STEM Community 

Standard 3 - School/program engages diverse STEM community in order to 

support and sustain STEM programs and initiatives. 

 

Concept 1- School/program establishes and maintains sustainable partnerships with a 

variety of community organizations, including local businesses, STEM practitioners, 

institutions of higher education, and individuals/families 

 

Concept 2 - School/program proactively seeks resources and support from STEM 

partners to improve STEM teaching and learning 

 

As a charter school D.A.T.E. can not progress without the help of the community.  There 

are various stakeholders, leaders, and organizations that have embraced the school’s 

vision and mission.  Many of these stakeholders and organizations participate in various 

school activities throughout the school year.  Their dedication has allowed us to 

establish and maintain the STEM work that is done on our campus and with our 

students.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Artifact 1 

Metro RESA & DeKalb Preparatory Academy Partnership  

In our efforts to produce higher achieving mathematics teachers and students we 

formed a partnership to help teachers increase their content and pedagogical skills for 

mathematics. Data demonstrated the need to focus on key concepts, such as CRA to help 

students gain a deeper understanding of mathematical concepts. Six elementary math 

teachers from each of the grade levels were able to obtain the state’s mathematics 

certification through a partnership with Griffin Resa & DeKalb Preparatory Academy. 

Griffin RESA provided a state approved program with thought provoking courses, while 

Dekalb Preparatory Academy provided a neighboring location for our teachers.  This 

partnership allowed teachers within the community and to collaborate with other 

charter school educators. 

 



 

 

 

Artifact 2 

Walmart Partnership 

Since our initial certification, our school has increased the use of community resources 

to provide resources for our ecosystems on the campus. An example would be our 

ongoing  partnership with our local Walmart. Walmart has donated an abundance of 

plant and vegetable seeds as well as gardening materials.  These donations have helped 

to sustain our flower and vegetable gardens, greenhouse, and aquaponics system. 

 



 

 

 

 

Artifact 3  

Keep DeKalb Beautiful  

Each year the community enrichment team identifies areas of concern that need repair 

or maintenance on the grounds of our campus. The team then plans two days through 

the school year  for the stakeholders, including students, parents, and partners of the 

school. The tasks for the day include painting the garden beds, pulling weeds, turning 

over the soil, and harvesting  kale, swiss chard and herbs ready to eat from the garden.  

Each year we partner with Keep DeKalb Beautiful, a beautification unit of the DeKalb 

County Sanitation Division.  They supply us with gardening gloves, hand shovels, 

recycling bags and safety vests.  Our stakeholders and surrounding community 

members played a key role in building and sustaining a community of support to 

improve STEM learning. 



 

 

 



 

 

Artifact 4 

The partnership with Georgia Perimeter College has given our students to experience art 

in a unique way.  The neighboring college extended the expertise of a college professor 

who spent 3 weeks working with the 5th grade students.  The students learned how to 

express their understanding of the human organs and skeletal system through print art.  

They were introduced to the technical equipment and tools used to produce the ink 

printed artwork.  Students collaborated, worked with partners, as a whole group and 

individually to sketch, learn about texture and many other intricate details of Art, the 

human body, and how both could be expressed through colored ink and print.   

 

 
  

 

 



 

Artifact 5 

The CTAE Showcase has become a yearly event for the stakeholders at D.A.T.E.  It is an 

event that displays all of the knowledge learned by the students and presented to 

teachers, students, parents, and the community.  It is our way of showing our 

appreciation to the STEM practitioners that worked diligently with them throughout the 

school year.  It is also a performance assessment that can be used to future 

collaborations and/or resources that will be needed to improve the STEM teaching and 

learning in the building. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


