
PRACTICE RESEARCH BIOGS 
 
Scott McLaughlin (b.1975) is an Irish composer and improviser based in Huddersfield (UK). 
He started out as a shoegaze/experimental guitarist before studying music in his 20s at 
University of Ulster then MA/PhD University of Huddersfield (with PA Tremblay, Bryn 
Harrison). Currently, Scott lectures in composition and music technology at the University of 
Leeds, and directs CePRA (Centre for Practice Research in the Arts), as well as convening 
the RMA Practice Research Study Group. His research focuses on composing for 
contingency and indeterminacy in the physical materiality of sound. Scott is a Co-I on the 
AHRC ‘Enact’ project to develop a repository for practice research, and was Co-I on the 
AHRC 2022 SPARKLE project (Sustaining Practice Assets for Research, Knowledge, 
Learning and Engagement). In 2021 Scott completed an AHRC Leadership Fellowship, the 
‘Garden of Forking Paths’ project, on composing for contingency in clarinets 
—forkingpaths.leeds.ac.uk 
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Scott McLaughlin (b.1975) is an Irish composer/improviser based in Huddersfield (UK). He 
started as an rock/experimental guitarist before studying music at Belfast (UoU) then 
Huddersfield. Scott lectures in composition at the University of Leeds, and directs CePRA 
(Centre for Practice Research in the Arts), as well as convening the RMA Practice Research 
Study Group, and is a steering group member for PRAG-UK. Scott was Co-I on the AHRC 
SPARKLE project (Sustaining Practice Assets for Research, Knowledge, Learning and 
Engagement [2022]), and PI on an AHRC Leadership Fellowship (2019–21), the ‘Garden of 
Forking Paths’, on composing for contingency. 
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Scott McLaughlin (b.1975) is an Irish composer/improviser based in Huddersfield (UK). He 
lectures in composition at the University of Leeds, and directs CePRA (Centre for Practice 
Research in the Arts), as well as convening the RMA Practice Research Study Group, and is 
a steering group member for PRAG-UK. Scott was Co-I on the AHRC SPARKLE project 
(Sustaining Practice Assets for Research, Knowledge, Learning and Engagement [2022]), 
and PI on an AHRC Leadership Fellowship (2019–21), the ‘Garden of Forking Paths’, on 
composing with contingent materialities. 

[84wds] 

ACADEMIC BIOGS 
 
Scott McLaughlin (b.1975) is an Irish composer/improviser based in Huddersfield (UK). He 
started as an experimental guitarist before studying music at Belfast then Huddersfield. Scott 
lectures in composition and practice research at the University of Leeds. He researches 
contingency and indeterminacy in the physical materiality of sound. 
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https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fforkingpaths.leeds.ac.uk%2F&data=04%7C01%7CS.McLaughlin%40leeds.ac.uk%7Cb3f7a73c64e942b20f8408da17d602c2%7Cbdeaeda8c81d45ce863e5232a535b7cb%7C1%7C0%7C637848505185947683%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=JIKOC%2BYNovixiTfEvd9QvWvye8fDnHVpM4AyOjMqrGA%3D&reserved=0


Scott McLaughlin is an Irish composer and improviser based in Huddersfield (UK). He 
started as an experimental guitarist before studying music at University of Ulster then 
University of Huddersfield. Scott lectures in composition and practice research at the 
University of Leeds. He researches contingency and indeterminacy in the physical 
materiality of sound. He recently completed an AHRC Leadership Fellowship, The Garden of 
Forking Paths, composing for contingency in the clarinet. 
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Scott McLaughlin (b.1975) is an Irish composer and improviser based in Huddersfield (UK). 
He started out as a shoegaze/experimental guitarist before studying music in his 20s at 
University of Ulster then MA/PhD University of Huddersfield. Currently, Scott lectures in 
composition at the University of Leeds, and co-directs CePRA (Centre for Practice Research 
in the Arts). His research focuses on contingency and indeterminacy in the physical 
materiality of sound. Scott recently completed an AHRC Leadership Fellowship, the ‘Garden 
of Forking Paths’ project, on composing for contingency in clarinets — 
forkingpaths.leeds.ac.uk 
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COMPOSER BIOGS 
Scott McLaughlin (b.1975) is an Irish composer and improviser based in Huddersfield (UK). 
He started out as a shoegaze/experimental guitarist before studying music in his 20s at 
University of Ulster then MA/PhD University of Huddersfield (with Christopher Fox, PA 
Tremblay, Bryn Harrison, and James Saunders). Currently, Scott lectures in composition at 
the University of Leeds. His music focuses on phenomena of sound, on contingency and 
indeterminacy in instruments, and performers responding-to and working-with that agency of 
the instrument. His work has been performed by Zubin Kanga, Heather Roche, Mira 
Benjamin, Explore Ensemble, BBC SSO, and others. 
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