Technology Lesson #2
Google Lit Trip-Night

Click on image below for a quick tour and information about how I use Lit Trips in my
classroom!
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About Google Lit Trips
S0 What exactly are Google Lit Trips?
The short version is simple. Google Lit Trips are free downloadable

files that mark the journeys of characters from famous literamure on
the surface of Google Earth. .-\.lu:hlownna]ooglhem

references made in that particular portion of the story.
The focus is on creating engaging and relevant literary experiences
for students. 1 like to say Google Lit Trips “3-dimensionalize™ the
reading expericnce by placing readers “inside the siory™ traveling alongside the
characters; looking through the windshicld of that old jalopy in The Grages of Wrath or
waddling alongside Mr. and Mrs. Mallard’s duckling family in Makr Way jor Duckimgs.
What Google Lit Trips AREN'T
Google Lit Trips aren®t like sparknotes and other resources that can be used 1o
circumvent the need 1o actually do the reading. They are designed 1o sumulate higher
level thinking skills and 1o connect the story’s themes and messages 1o the issues of the
real warld in which students live.
Are they really free?
Absolutcly!
Why?
Few people are aware that the ab h the project is i It d by
Googic, Googic docs not provide any ﬁm.:nalmppu'tl‘ormﬁoogkhl‘l'npa
project. Yet from the beginning, Pve been dedicated wo providing the
cost.
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/0Bxt_efmawC8xaVFBRGZFU0tid1k/view?usp=sharing
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Reflection 7-2



Differentiated instruction in lesson planning and assessment is vital for the success of all
students. An effective teacher must acknowledge that his or her classes will be filled with diverse
learners. Knowing one’s students is the first step toward being able to plan effective lessons and
give meaningful assessments. Planning is also a key component in any effective differentiated
lesson or assignment. Scoping out the curricular units and objectives to see where students may
need a differentiated approach is also helpful. Next, being aware of your role as a teacher is also
very important. When thinking about differentiation, it is important to acknowledge that
differentiation can be implemented in the delivery, creation of lessons and assessments of student
learning.

Using Google Lit Trips has been an amazing addition to my Lit and Comp. 11 Night unit.
This tool allows students to immerse themselves in the literature by using Google Earth to
highlight a book’s setting. Not only does the Lit Trip provide geographical information, the tool
is also advanced so students can see images, click on links for additional information, and view
map overlays of the places during the 1940’s and now. Students are engaged in the material from
the start. Students also tend to read through Night at their own pace. Some students read half of
the book in one night, while some students just meet the deadlines.

This tool is useful because it gives the student the opportunity to explore at his or her
own pace. It allows more interested readers to get more detailed insight into the material, by
offering supplemental information linked in the description boxes. It also lets students who don’t
have prior knowledge about the Holocaust the opportunity to explore and learn at their own pace.
No matter where students are, using this tool can help students analyze and understand the

literature to increase comprehension and understanding in an engaging, self-paced way.






