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Ong Colin Powell

HOm th( Sau, ngay 5/11/2021 dam tang cla c6 Dai Tudng Colin Powell dugc clf hanh
tai nha thG Washington National Cathedral & DC. Thanh dudng nay thudng to chic
tang lé cho nhiéu dgi Tong Thong My, va nhitng nhan vat néi tiéng da dong gdp cong
lao to l8n cho Hoa Ky.

TU khi 6ng Colin Powell mat ngay 18/10 dén ngay di quan la 18 ngay - mot thai gian du
cho thién ha ban ra tan vao, [Gi khen tiéng ché, thém muéi, thém dudng vao nhiing
viéc lam clia 6ng trong gan ntfa thé ky qua, truyén thong chinh cling nhu truyén thong

xa hoi tu do binh pham, dam tiéu vi dng la ngugi cia quan chdng (public figure).
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Ong d3 day nap hom, khdng con trén cdi dGi nay, nhung tdi tin rang dng [a tdm gudng

sang dé lai cho nhiéu thé hé mai sau!

Gilta nhitng nam 1950, xa hoi My dang bi nan ky thi chung toc tram trong, mot ngudi si
quan bo binh tré Colin Powell da mau, géc Jamaica [én dén chiic dai tudng 4 sao. Tung
dam nhan nhifng chiic vu cao nhat cua siéu cudng Hoa Ky nhu C6 Van Anh Ninh Quéc
Gia, Cha Tich Tham Muu Trudng Lién Quan, Bo Trudng Ngoai Giao, day la trudng hgp
doc nhat vo nhi trong lich st nudc MY tu khi lap quoc.

Dai tudng Powell mat ngay 18/10/2021, c6 ngudi tuyén xung ong la anh hung nudc MY,
cling c6 ngudi danh gia 6ng thudng thoi. Xin mot bai viét khach quan dé cho 6ng dudc
thanh than & cdi Vinh Hang...

Than thé va su nghiép

Ong Colin Powell la ngudi M da mau gdc Jamaica, cha la dng Luther T. Powell ngudi
da den géc chau Phiva me [a ba Maud Ariel ngugi da trang gc Scotland chau Au, ca
hai 6ng ba di cu tif Jamaica dén thanh phd New York, Hoa Ky nam 1920 (1).

- Ngay 5/4/1937 thi cau bé Colin Powell con clia 6ng Luther va ba Maud chao ddi tai
khu Harlem, quan Manhattan, Thanh pho New York. Nam 17 tu6i, Colin Powell t6t
nghiép trung hoc tai trudng Morris, New York (trudng nay hién nay khong con nifa). Roi
ong ghi danh vao dai hoc City College of New York (CCNY). Theo diém trong hoc ba, thi
hoc luc ctia 6ng Powell thudc hang trung binh diém “C” (2).

- Khi & dai hoc CCNY, 6ng gia nhap chudng tinh ROTC (Reserve Officers’ Training Corps)
(3), la m6t chuang trinh huan luyén st quan trif bi quan doi Hoa Ky & truong dai hoc

dan su ma khong can phai qua cac hoc dai hoc quan su Hoa Ky.



Pai Uy Colin Powell |4p gia dinh v8i c6 Alma Johnson ndm 1962

- Bon nam sau, thang 6/1958, 6ng t6t nghiép Ci Nhan nganh bia Chat 8 CCNY (4) dong
thai deo lon Thiéu Uy (5). Mac du da deo lon thiéu Gy, nhung dé san sang ra chién
trudng 6ng phai qua mot khoa huan luyén si quan tai trung tam huan luyén Fort
Benning 4 tiéu bang Georgia. Sau d6 thi€u Uy Colin Powell dugc bé nhiém vao Binh
Doan 48 dong quan & Tay Buc véi chic vu trung doi trudng b binh (6).

- Nam 1962 6ng dudc thang cap dai Uy, diéu dong qua Viét Nam dé lam c6 van quan su
cho quan doi Viét Nam Cong Hoa. Vi 6ng bi dap chdng tre ctia Viét Cong trong lic hanh
quan (7), chan bi nhiém trung nén éng trd vé My s6m vao nam 1963.

- Nam 1968, 6ng trd lai chién trudng Viét Nam lan thi 2, mang cap bac Thiéu Ta gilt
nhiém vu Phu Ta Tham Muu Trudng Su Doan 23 B6 Binh Hoa Ky (23rd Infantry
Division), su doan nay c6 bo chi huy déng tai Chu Lai tinh Quang Tin. Dau nam 1973,
khi su doan 23 vé My thi can c Chu Lai ban giao cho Su Doan 2 B6 Binh Viét Nam Cong

Hoa.



— Cau chuyén cla su doan 23 Bd Binh Hoa Ky, c6 Thiéu Uy William Calley (8) lién hé dén
vu tham sat My Lai thudc xa San My, Huyén Sdn Tinh tinh Quang Ngai ngay 16/03/1968.
Sau dd, Calley bi bat dem vé My x(r an. Ngay 31/03/1971, Calley bi tda 4n Hoa Ky két an
kho sai chung than. Nhung vai ngay sau thi dudc TT Richard Nixon an xa, Calley dugc
chuyén tu trai tu vé quan thic tai gia chG khang cao. Bén nam sau Calley dudc tra tu
do.

- Trong su vu nay, Thiéu ta Colin Powell dugc giao trach nhiém diéu tra mot buc thu chi
tiét cla mot binh si Tom Glen thudc Lit doan 11, su doan 23 Bo Binh Hoa Ky Ging ho
nhiing to cdo vé vu Tham sat My Lai nam 1968 (9).

- Cling trong thdi gian phuc vu tai Su Doan 23 b binh, 6ng Powell da clfu s6ng ba st
quan cao cap trong mét phi vu truc thang bi ban rgi, trong d6 ¢ Thiéu Tudng Charles
M. Gettys tu [énh su doan 23 cia My (10). NhG thé, 6ng dudc trao Anh Diing Boi Tinh.
-Vao nam 1970, trong khi phuc vu tai chién trudng Viét Nam 6ng dudc thang chic
Trung Ta. Thang 3/1971 6ng rdi Viét Nam trg vé My.

- TU ndm 1971-1976, thdi tdng thdng Nixon 6ng phu trdch Hoc Béng Toa Bach Oc, 6ng
danh thdi gid cho viéc hoc én cao han, dng Colin Powell ldy bang MBA (Master
Bussiness Administration - Thac Si Quan Tri Kinh Doanh) tai Dai hoc George
Washington (11), va ghi danh theo hoc tai Dai Hoc Chién Tranh Quéc Gia tai
Washington DC (12).

- Nam 1976, 6ng dugc thang chlc Pai Ta va gilf chlic vu LT Doan Trudng Ll Doan 2, Su
Doan 101 Nhay Du Hoa Ky (13) cho dén nam 1977.

- Nam 1977-1979, khi 6ng dang phuc vu tai can clf quan su Fort Carson, gan thanh pho
Colorado Spring tiéu bang Colorado, thi dugc vinh thang Chuan Tudng.

- Dén nam 1983, dudi thgi Tong Thong Ronald Reagan, 6ng dudc vinh thang Thiéu
Tudng va chuyén vé Ngii Giac bai lam Phu Ta Cao Cap Quéan Su cho B6 Trudng Quoc



Phong Caspar Weinberger. Trong nhiém vu nay, 6ng da vach ké hoach hanh quan dé
bo dao Grenada nam 1983 (14) va lap ké hoach khdng kich nam 1986 tai Libya.

- Nam 1986 6ng vinh thang Trung Tudng va dugc diéu dong qua Buc [an thd 2 chi huy
Quan Poan 5 clia Quan Doi My dong tai Buc.

- Nam 1987, lic 50 tudi, Ronald Reagan clf dng vao chlc vu C6 Van Anh Ninh Quéc Gia
Hoa Ky (15).

- Thang 4 ndm 1989, dng dudc Téng Théng George Bush cha gan lon Dai Tudng va cl
vao chic vu Tong Tu Lénh Luc Quan Hoa Ky (United Army Forces Command -

FORSCOM). Chi huy tat ca Cac dan vi Luc quan, Luc Quan Du Bi va Vé Binh Quéc Gia vdi

quan s6 gan 750,000 quan.

TT Ronald Reagan (T) va C6 Van An Ninh Quoc Gia Colin Powell (P)

- Dau nam 1989, Téng Tong George Bush cha tién clf 6ng vao chifc vu quan su cao nhat
trong ddi binh nghiép, Chu Tich H6i Déng Tham Muu Trudng Lién Quan Hoa Ky (Joint
Chiefs of Staff - JSF) (16). Day lam mot JSF tré nhat, 52 tudi va cling la ngudi da mau

dau tién ndm chdic vu téi cao ctia quan doi Hoa Ky.



Tong Thong George Bush (cha) va Chu Tich Tham Muu Trudng Lién Quan Colin Powell

Nhiéu nguon tin cho hay Téng Thong Bush cha mudn dé cti véi Quéc Hoi gan 5 sao
(Thong Tudng) cho 6ng Powell (17). Néu thanh cong thi 6ng la tudng 5 sao thf 11 trong
quan doi Hoa Ky. Khong may, sau do thi lién danh Tong Thong Bill Clinton va Phé Tong
Thong Al Gore thuoc dang Dan Chu tring cu. Hai 6ng nay cung bé tham muu ban ra,
tan vao nén chuyén gan 5 sao cho 6ng Powell bat thanh (18 & 19).

-Thang 1, 2001 Tong Théng George Bush con (dang Cong Hoa) dang quan, tién clf 6ng
Colin Powell [anh dao nganh Ngoai Giao. Tai cudc diéu tran véi Uy Ban Doi Ngoai
Thugng Vién, ng Powell dudc toan thé cac Thugng Nghi St cua hai dang Cong Hoa va
Dan Chu dong bd phiéu chap nhan 6ngvao chic vu B6 Trudng Ngoai Giao Hoa Ky (20).

Ngoai Trudng Colin Powell va Tong Thong George Bush con



- Lam b0 trudng Ngoai giao dudc 3 nam 10 thang (con 2 thang nifa la gan hét nhiém ky
4 nam), vao thang 11/2004, thi TT Bush con “budc Powell phai tuf chic”, theo Walter
LaFeber [21], 6ng Powell tuyén bo tu chifc Ngoai trudng vao ngay 15/11/2004. S& di c
su viéc dang tiéc nay vi 6ng Powell tuyén bo nhitng hanh dong xay ra & vung Darfur
phia tdy nudc Sudan la “hanh dong diét ching” (22). Sau nhiéu diéu tra cta chinh phu
MY thdy su diét chiing & Darfur khdng c6 bang chiing thuyét phuc. Han thé nifa, I3i
tuyén bo nhu vay thudng budc chinh phu My phai nhing tay vao can thiép, trong khi
Washington khong muén. Ngay 15/11/2004, Tong Thong Bush con dua ba Condoleezza
Rice thay 6ng Powell lam B6 Trudng Ngoai Giao.

Nam do, 6ng Powell d& 67 tudi va trd vé huu tri, tham gia mét vai cong viéc xa hdi cho

dén ngay 18/10/2021 thi 6ng qua dai & tudi 84 vi bi nhiém dich virus Vi Han (23).
Ong Colin Power tham gia dang Cong Hoa lic nao?

Qua nhiing thang quan, tién chlc cua 6ng Powell tai Washington DC déu do cac ddi
Téng Théng Cong Hoa tién cU, ai cling tudng rang dng la dang vién thuan thanh cda

dang Cong Hoa, gia nhap dang khi con tré.

Khong phai vay! Vao nam 1992, dang Dan Chu da tiing chon 6ng Colin Powell thay Bill
Clinton ra Ung cf Tong Théng (24), va dang Cong Hoa cling ting chon 6ng trong vai tro
cta 6ng Dan Quayle dé la Ung clf vién Phé Tong Thang clng lién danh véi George Bush

chanam 1988 (25).

Ca hai [an dé nghi trén 6ng Powell déu tu chéi khéo la “ong thiéu dam mé chinh tri”. DT
nhién dang sau IGi tU chéi cha dng cd nhiéu bi an. Theo tiét 16 ba Alma Powell (phu

nhan Colin Powell) khi tra |3i dai CNN cé hé 16 rang “ba lo lang cho su an toan cua



chong ba (she worried for husband’s safety)” (26). Diéu nay co € xa hoi My thGi d6 chua
san sang chon vi Tong Théng da mau, cho nén su xuat hién cta 6ng trong vai tro Ung

ctf vién Tong Théng rdi nhiéu hon may...

Ong [a mét ngudi xuat than tif quan doi, nhung khdng c6 tinh cling nhac cia mdt quan
nhan, xf tri moi viéc 6n hoa cho nén ca hai dang déu trong dung 6ng. TU chinh quyén
cta TT George Bush cha thuéc dang Cong Hoa chuyén sang TT Bill Clinton cta dang
Dan Chu, 6ng Colin Powell van dugc tin nhiém trong vai tro Chd Tich H6i Bong Tham
Muu Trudng Lién Quan Hoa Ky. Mdc du, sau 9 thang ong tu lam don tu chiic vi ly do ¢
nhiing y tudng khong phu hgp véi B6 Tham Muu mdi trong dang Dan Cha (27). C6 thé

day la ly do ma sau nay 6ng Colin Powell tham gia vao dang Cong Hoa nam 1996 (28).

Trong dang Cong Hoa 6ng gan glii véi nhiing dang vién “Cong Hoa khdng Trump
(Republican No Trump)”, tiéu biéu nhu nhiing thanh vién trong gia dinh Téng Théng
George Bush, gia dinh Thugng Nghi St John McCain...

MGt diéu that kho hiéu vao cudc bau ctf Tong Thong My nam 2008, lic d6 6ng tham gia
dang Cong Hoa da 12 ndm (1996-2008), va chac chan éng cling la mdt nhan vat tru cot
cua dang Cong Hoa. Thé ma mdt mat 6ng da ¢d gang quyén gbp tai chanh cho quy
tranh cif Ung Cui Vién dang Cong Hoa John McCain (29), mat khac thi dng lai tuyén bd
ung hd cho Barack Obama dai dién dang Dan Chu ra tranh cf Téng Théng vi “do kha
nang truyén truyén cam hing cta 6ng ay [Obama]” (30). C4 | s’ cdm hiing bdi 6ng
Colin Powell c6 nguén goc nhu 6ng Barack Obama (cha la géc chau Phiva me la goc

chau Au).



Colin Powell va TT Barack Obama
Gia dinh, tinh yéu cua Powell

Ong lap gia dinh vdi ba Alma Johnson ndm 1962 dén ngay dng qua ddi [a 59 nam. Hai
ngudi c6 mot con trai va hai con gai, ngugGi con gadi dau Linda Powell [a dién vién dién

anh (31).

Ba Corina Critu

Thudng ngudi hung hay gap my nhan, mot dai tudng Chad Tich HGi Pong Tham Muu
Trudng Lién Quan dao mao, mot nha ngoai giao Hoa Ky dinh dac..., bi mét bong hong
& khung tr&i Chau Au chiéu cd. Sé la vao nam 2013, mét tin tic cb biét danh Guccifier

hack vao email AOL riéng ctia éng Powell (32), khdm phd ra rang dng ¢4 nhiéu email



qua lai gan 10 nd3m véi ba Corina Critu (33) - mét nif chinh khach chau Au ngudi
Romany (g&c cdng san). Sau khi khai Céng san Déng Au sup dé ba Critu gill chiic Phé
Cha Tich Nghi Vién Chau Au ndm 2014. Ba Critu sinh ndm 1967, tré hon dng Powell 30
tudi. Trudc xi cang dan (scandal) nay, 6ng Colin Powell dinh chinh cho rang nhiing lién

»

hé qua email v8i ngugi dep Corina la “rat ca nhan (very personal)” (34) va khong noi gi
thém. Con phia email cta ba Critu thi c6 nhiing cau chifa day tinh cam udt at nhu “the

love of my life” (35). Su viéc cling chim vao bong toi it lau sau dé.
Cong bang cho ngugi da khuat

Nhu trén ching ta da ndi vé cudc ddi ciia 6ng, ching ta cdn mot su cong bang cho

nhitng ngudi da tan tuy phuc vu cho nudc My.

V@i nhitng thanh tich va tron dgi cdng hién suc luc va tri tué cho nudc My qua nhiing
trach nhiém toi quan trong, ching ta khong thé chéi cai dudc 6ng Colin Powell la mot
ngudi xuat sac hiém cé trén nhiéu [dnh vuc:

- Ong 4 ngudi da mau dau tién va tré nhat trong chlc vu C8 van An Ninh Quéc Gia (nhu
vai tro quan su) cho Téng Thong Ronald Reagan - mot Tong Théng néi tiéng danh bai
cht nghia Cong San - di nhién khong thé thiéu su dong gop to [8n ciia nhan vat “quan
su”.

- Ong 4 ngudi da mau dau va tién tré nhat nam vi tri cao nhat cla lién quan Hoa Ky -
Chu Tich H6i Dong Tham Muu Trudng Lién Quan Hoa Ky trong mot giai doan quan
trong cia nudc My md cudc chién “Bao Tap Sa mac” vao Iraq dudi thai Tong Thong
George Bush cha.

- Ong [a mét ngudi da mau dau tién gill B6 Trudng Ngoai Giao dudi thdi TT George
Bush con. Nganh ngoai giao nudc My vao thai diém phai chuyén chién ludc tif Chién



Tranh Lanh sang Chién Tranh chéng Khiing Bo, cong viéc ngoai giao My phai uyén

chuyén dé van dong dong minh ung hd cho cudc chién.

V@i nhitng thanh tich to 1&n d6 di chiing minh rang: Tuéng Colin Powell la mét chién
ludc gia (quan su) thién tai, mot nha chién thuat quan su muu ludc, va mot nha ngoai

giao dam lugc.

- Doi v8i nén chinh tri n6i bo Hoa Ky, 6ng Powell cling la mot ngudi rat khon ngoan,
biét tranh né dudc nhiing lang tén miii dan cda chinh trudng tranh danh quyén luc

gilfa hai dang Cong Hoa va Dan Chd ludn ludn xay ra tai nudc My.

- Ong d3 danh suét dgi dé phuc vu cho quéan déi, cho nudc My, phu td cho nhiéu dgi
Tong Thong Hoa Ky vé quan su va ngoai giao dé nhiing vi d6 cé nhiing quyét dinh ding
dan trong vai tro Téng Tu Lénh siéu cudng thé gidi.

Ngay ong lia tran, 4 trong s6 5 cuu Tong Thong MY (36) con séng la Jimmy Carter,
George Bush con, Barack Obama va Joe Biden da c6 tuyén bo chung ca nggi 6ng Colin
Powell nhu [a vi Anh Hung Hoa Ky, trong khi cuu TT Donald Trump ché 6ng la ngugi da
mac “nhiing sai lam [6n” va [a mét “RINO (chi ¢é tén trong dang Cong Hoa ma thiéu

tinh dang) c6 dién”. [37] [38] [39]
Ong Powell cé phai la anh hling Hoa Ky

Ludn vé anh hung thi chdng ta thi ching ta can phai tim vé nguyén nghia cia né. Cé
nhiéu ngudi noi danh nhung khéng phai anh hung, c6 nhiéu khéi nguyén Nobel Hoa
Binh tai gidi cling khong phai anh hung... Theo tu dién Cambridge clia Anh thi: “anh

hung mot ngudi dugc ngudng mo vi da lam mot diéu gi do rat dling cam hoac da dat



dugc mot diéu gi d6 vi' dai nhu anh hung trong chién tranh, anh hung dan toc vi da

tham gia cach mang”.

Nhu vay dudc tuyén xung la anh hung dan toc phai la mot ngudi trong sudt nhu pha lé
khong bao giG thién vi, dam xa than cho ngugi khac va dam hy sinh than ménh cua

minh cho cdng bang va |& phai, cho t6 quéc khong mot toan tinh ca nhan nao.

Dua trén y nghia do thi 6ng Colin Powell chua phai cho la anh hung vi 6ng ta thiéu cong
minh khi dudc giao nhiém vu diéu tra vé vu tham sat My Lai & Viét Nam. Toa an Hoa Ky
la nai xét xtf cong minh nhat da két an thiéu ay William Calley bi tu kho sai chung than,
du thay diéu tra clia 6ng Powell ¢ tinh cach tranh né... C6 lé 6ng sg anh hudng khong
tot cho su doan 23 bo binh cia 6ng dang phuc vu chang?

Cling nhu vé cudc chién & Iraq ndam 2003, véi tu cach B Trudng Ngoai Giao ong tich
cuc van dong lién minh dé tan cong vao Iraq vi ly do “Sadam Hussen c6 vii khi huy diét
hang loat”. Nhung khi quan doi Hoa Ky va déng minh chiém toan c6i Iraq thi khong thé
nao tim ra dugc mot bang chiing nao 1a Iraq ¢6 vii khi hay diét hang loat. Sau nay tra

|Gi bao chi 6ng Powell noi tré vi “tinh bao dua tin tuc sai lac”.

Hai su viéc trén, la nhilng dam may mu che khuat danh vi anh hung nudc My ctia

Tudng Colin Powell.
Thanh that ma nhan xét:

Tudng Colin Powell la ngudi yéu nudc thit su (true patriot), la mét cong dan xuat
chung, tan tuy phuc vu cho nén tu do dan chi Hoa Ky. Mt con ngudi tai duc, mot
ngudi co y chi va kha nang dé vuon lén trong méi truéng khdng thuin lgi, mot nha
ngoai giao dam ludc, va mét nhan cach lén.

Ong Colin Powell la mdt nhan tai hiém co, 6ng da dem thuc tai cia minh dong gop



cho nudc My, cong lao ctia phuc vu ctia 6ng that dang tran trong. Ong la mat tam

guong cho thé hé di sau noi theo dé phan dau va phuc vu nudc My tudi dep.
Nhung la mot anh hung nudc My thi chua hoan hao!

Ngay 5 thang 11 nam 2021
Lé Thanh Nhan (lethanhnhan@vietquoc.org)
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