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Comparing Photoshop and Corel Draw: Key Differences to Consider 

Pros and Cons for Each Software 

Which Is Better for You? 

 

Today, Visual communication has turned out to be an essential element in our lives. Two major 
applications, Photoshop and CorelDraw, have helped us to create the images, and designs we 
desire. 

Comparisons have been made between these two softwares to identify which one is better. At 
the end of this article, you'll be able to decide on the best software to use as a graphic designer. 
Let's begin. 

  

The Best Image-editing Software in The Market 

CorelDraw 
If you're looking for one of the topmost vector graphics editors in the market, you should pick 
CorelDraw. They're the best when it comes to handling tasks like logo designs, poster designs, 
and more.  

This software was undertaken by two Corel Engineers, Michel Bouillon, and Pat Beirne, in 1987, 
and its first version was released in 1989. This software has improved over the years and has 
become one of the most preferred poster and logo designing software.  
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Photoshop 
Known as a raster graphics editor, Thomas and John Knoll initially designed this software in 
1988. It's one of the best software for image editing and photo retouching.  

This software helps users create, enhance, and edit images, artwork, and illustrations. Its also 
compatible with Windows or macOS computers. The tools within Photoshop have made it easier 
to edit both individual and large batches of photos.  

Several versions of Photoshop include Photoshop CC, Photoshop Elements, Photoshop 
Lightroom, and Photoshop express. There's also an iOS version(with reduced features) for 
apple users. 

  

Comparing Photoshop And CorelDraw: Key Differences To 
Consider 
  

1.​ Features 

  

CorelDraw and Photoshop will offer you the best tools needed to finish your designs. Both 
software has many artistic filters that can give you the desired look. For CorelDraw, it's primarily 
suitable for creating cool logo designs, comics, vector art, and flyers. 

Most of the methods from CorelDraw are geared towards print. On the other hand, you can use 
Photoshop for editing basic animations, illustrations, photographs, and more.  

This is one of the reasons why many people prefer this software compared to CorelDraw. That 
said, CorelDraw is still one of the best software for vector designs. 

  

   

2.​ Pricing 

The CorelDraw Graphics Suite 2020 offers one-time payment and a yearly subscription. You 
can subscribe yearly for $379.00, or you can pay a one-time fee of $789.00. Both subscription 
plans include the Painter Essential 7 for free.  

The one-time purchase consists of an optional protection plan. If you do your best to keep this 
protection plan active, you have a choice to receive the latest versions of CorelDraw Graphics 
suite (for free).  



Photoshop is preferable in terms of pricing. Unlike CorelDraw, Photoshop comes with many 
robust programs at an affordable rate. Photoshop will provide you with the latest software with 
no extra fees. 

3.​ Collaborations 

CorelDraw may be the best choice when it comes to outside collaborations. Unlike CorelDraw, 
Photoshop doesn't have many built-in features like CorelDraw. CorelDraw has a built-in chat 
feature to help other users comment and mark up designs.  

This feature ensures a smooth working process between designers and other participants. With 
the comment tool, you can make some specific comments about a design by clicking on some 
particular points within the design.  

You may have to export your work and show it to your clients or teammates for Photoshop. For 
the sake of convenience, CorelDraw is much more convenient.  

  

4.​ User Interface (UI) 

Adobe Photoshop has a more attractive interface compared to CorelDraw. The layout is cleaner, 
easier to navigate, and also intuitive. For instance, it's much easier to create a new document in 
Photoshop. It proves a better visual representation of the type of document you're creating.  

CorelDraw does not have problems with document customization. However, it may be difficult 
for CorelDraw to give a detailed presentation. Both software indeed provides you with lots of 
options. However, Photoshop gives you more workspace choices.  

  

5.​ Users 

Many people indeed use both programs. However, Adobe Photoshop has a wider user base. 
This is because while CorelDraw solely focuses on print media, Photoshop focuses on photo 
manipulation.  

With powerful photo editing tools, typography features, and robust layout, It's an excellent tool 
for final designs. It's also a requirement for many graphic design jobs online today. 

  

6.​ Compatibility 

Photoshop and CorelDraw work well on Windows and Mac in terms of compatibility. Photoshop 
has an iPad version and also some apps that work on mobile.  



While Adobe is compatible with a full suite of programs from Adobe, CorelDraw also does 
likewise. Overall, both Photoshop and CorelDraw are versatile programs compatible with 
various devices. 

  

7.​ Learning  

Both software has many tutorials that can help you to operate their programs effectively. Aside 
from this, they also have community groups that can help new users to find answers to different 
questions.  

However, in terms of learning, Adobe has a better learning system, service, and a more robust 
community. 

   

CorelDraw  

Pros  

●​ Fresh design 

●​ Training videos 

●​ Choice of subscription ( yearly or one-time purchase) 

●​ Maximum usage of the shaping docker 

  

Cons 

●​ No Mac version available at this time 

●​ Difficult to navigate 

●​ The Navigation board is not visible 

●​ The freehand brush can be difficult to use 

 

Photoshop 

Pros 

●​ Smooth image editing 



●​ The crop tool is very effective 

●​ Excellent performance 

●​ Easy design process 

●​ Lots of editing features are available 

●​ Smooth editing of videos and animation layers 

●​ Photoshop can customize images for social media platforms. 

  

Cons 

●​ Some of the latest features may not appeal to everyone 

●​ New users may find it difficult to operate this software at first 

●​ It's expensive 

●​ It has a less-detailed toolbar 

●​ Minor support for vector graphics 

●​ It isn't easy to render graphic pictures of high quality. 

  

Which One Should You Choose? Photoshop Or CorelDraw? 
Your choice of software will depend on your personal preference and opinion. If you've never 
used CorelDraw before, you should try the trial version before investing your money. Both 
software has their strengths and weaknesses. It's best to understand the project at hand and 
choose the right software for the job. 
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