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Effective from AY: 2019-20 
 

Pre-requisites 
for the course: 

No pre-requisites required for this course.  

Objectives: This course intends to make the students: 
•     Acquire knowledge of the opening 

and consequent transformation of 
Japan 

•​ Understand the emergence of nationalism 
and militarism 

•​ Analyse its foreign relations and role in theUNO. 

 

Content: Unit I 
Japan and the West (1852-1893) 
a.Opening of Japan to the West 
b.Meiji Restoration, Constitution 
c.Economic, Social and Educational Reforms 

 

Unit II 
Nationalism and Foreign Affairs (1894-1922) 
a.Sino-Japanese War, Russo-Japanese War b. 
World War I - Japan, a World Power 
c. Economy - Role of the Zaibatsu, Depression 

 

Unit III 
Militarism and Imperialism (1930-1945) 
a. Manchurian Crisis 
b. Second Sino-Japanese War, 1937 
c. Role in the World War II 

 

Unit IV 
Post War Japan (1945-1963) 
a.American Occupation – MacArthur’s Constitution 
b.Political and Economic Reconstruction 
c.Foreign Relations 

15 Lectures 
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15 Lectures 
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Pedagogy: Lectures/Visual presentation, Role play, Critical analysis/ 

Assignments/Tests/Quiz. 
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Learning 
Outcomes: 

This course will enable students to: 
• Appreciate the rapid transformation of 

Japan’s economy and society 
 
• Understand the consequences of ultra-nationalism 

and militarism 
 

• Evaluate the significance of American occupation of 

Japan and its legacy. 

 

 


