
 

SLD Resources and Materials to Support Implementation  
Effective July 1, 2020 implementation of an instructional model of SLD evaluation and identification will be required of all public schools in North Carolina.   

The North Carolina Department of Public Instruction has dedicated many human and fiscal resources to support local systems in developing their infrastructure 

to implement this model.  With SLDs accounting for nearly 40% of all students identified for special education services in NC, it is critical that all relevant staff 

members and those responsible for evaluating SLDs fully understand and apply this model in support of students suspected of having a learning disability.  
 

The table below organizes relevant national and state resources for use by local systems in their communication and training efforts in building capacity.  

The information below is not intended to be exhaustive, but serves as a companion to the abundance of information found in the NC MTSS Implementation Guide 

SLD Focus Area: Relevant Resources: 

 
 
 

Background 
Knowledge 

(NATIONAL): 
Listen to this PODCAST: (review time ~18 minutes) 
Identification of Learning Disabilities (with Dr. Jack Fletcher)  with Listener Notes 
SOURCE: Pennsylvania Training and Technical Assistance Network (PaTTAN) 
 

Read this RESEARCH SUMMARY: (review time ~1 hour) 
The Identification of Specific Learning Disabilities: A Summary of Research on Best Practices   
SOURCE: Texas Center for Learning Disabilities 
 

Read this PRACTICE PAPER: (review time ~30 minutes) 
The Critical Role of Instructional Response for Identifying Dyslexia and Other Learning Disabilities 
SOURCE: Texas Center for Learning Disabilities 
 

Share this JOINT PRINCIPLES BRIEF: (review time ~5 minutes) 
Eligibility for Special Education under a Specific Learning Disability Classification  
SOURCE: National Center for Learning Disabilities 

 
(STATE): 
Watch this VIDEO: SLD Policy Change Summary  
 

Read NC’s SLD FACT SHEET #1 - Summary of Changes  
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http://links.govdelivery.com:80/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTkxMDAzLjExMDE1NTkxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE5MTAwMy4xMTAxNTU5MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE2Nzg3Mjg0JmVtYWlsaWQ9bGttYWtvckBlbWFpbC51bmMuZWR1JnVzZXJpZD1sa21ha29yQGVtYWlsLnVuYy5lZHUmdGFyZ2V0aWQ9JmZsPSZtdmlkPSZleHRyYT0mJiY=&&&102&&&http://www.livebinders.com/play/play/2052295?tabid=2538aab9-8272-13b4-916d-9fcaabd1e97c
http://links.govdelivery.com:80/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTkxMDAzLjExMDE1NTkxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE5MTAwMy4xMTAxNTU5MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE2Nzg3Mjg0JmVtYWlsaWQ9bGttYWtvckBlbWFpbC51bmMuZWR1JnVzZXJpZD1sa21ha29yQGVtYWlsLnVuYy5lZHUmdGFyZ2V0aWQ9JmZsPSZtdmlkPSZleHRyYT0mJiY=&&&103&&&http://www.livebinders.com/play/play/2052295?tabid=a9e1ae74-241b-f1bf-89f9-ddbb3386775e
https://www.livebinders.com/play/play?id=2052295
https://lnns.co/xoSKvkZhsEr
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1CghbIpI9HUw5sF5ACOqPv-vwX3qPDcfz
https://www.texasldcenter.org/files/resources/SLD-Manual_Final.pdf
https://www.texasldcenter.org/library/resource/the-critical-role-of-instructional-response-for-identifying-dyslexia-and-ot
https://www.ncld.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/Eligibility-for-Special-Education-under-a-Specific-Learning-Disability-Classification-Final.pdf
https://youtu.be/j4szwBaRJxU?t=2
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1NhvAAsZ5yDcUHUh1O0vXQXwwofyb7BEF/view?usp=sharing
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Criterion 1:  
Instruction/ 
Intervention 
& LEP factors 

(NATIONAL): 
Ensure that underachievement is not due to lack of appropriate instruction in reading or math 
SOURCE: RTI-based SLD Identification Toolkit 
 

(STATE): 
Watch this VIDEO: Criterion 1 - What’s Changed?  
 

Read NC’s SLD Fact Sheet #2 - Rule Out Lack of Appropriate Instruction 
 

Use these TOOLS:  
Fidelity of Instruction and Intervention in an MTSS 

Adequate Instruction Decision Guidelines 
 
 

 
Criterion 2:  

Exclusionary 
Factors 

(NATIONAL): 
Exclusionary Factors 
SOURCE: RTI-based SLD Identification Toolkit  

What a Specific Learning Disability is Not: Examining Exclusionary Factors 
SOURCE: National Center for Learning Disabilities 
 

Selective Use of Data on Cognitive Assessments within a Special Education Evaluation for a Child Suspected of Having a Specific Learning Disability 
SOURCE: National Center for Learning Disabilities 

 
(STATE): 
Watch this VIDEO: Criterion 2 - What’s Changed?  
 

Read NC’s SLD Fact Sheet #4 - Exclusionary Factors 
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http://www.rtinetwork.org/getstarted/sld-identification-toolkit/ld-identification-toolkit-criterion-4
https://youtu.be/ZqKHw4LOr-M
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1V7lCJQWh7l2MQIlR3_cOizsE5fOYz-9t/view?usp=sharing
https://www.livebinders.com/play/play/2052295?tabid=636f559c-8967-f304-397a-b09205faabab
https://drive.google.com/file/d/15OfCwKYBHA5l541eIrhegqtXm-LAiYSd/view?usp=sharing
http://www.rtinetwork.org/getstarted/sld-identification-toolkit/ld-identification-toolkit-criterion-3
https://www.ncld.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/What-a-Specific-Learning-Disability-Is-Not-Examining-Exclusionary-Factors.12192019.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1VbwUb9gLfP6eTrwGUizkmCuTDvB9RXLz/view
https://youtu.be/aL9w1AJaxpk
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ofdXsbeio17ZardFhr3J33jlK7JNEPYl/view?usp=sharing
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Criterion 3: 
Inadequate 

Achievement 

(NATIONAL): 
Achievement Below Standard 
SOURCE: RTI-based SLD Identification Toolkit  
 

Example Diagnostic Tools 
SOURCE: National Center on Intensive Intervention 
 

(STATE): 
Watch this VIDEO: Criterion 3 - What’s Changed?  
 

Review NC’s SLD Fact Sheet #5 - Inadequate Achievement and SLD Fact Sheet #3 - Educational Assessment 
 

Use this GUIDANCE TOOL: MTSS Comprehensive Assessment Guidelines 

 
 

 
 
 

Criterion 4: 
Insufficient 

Progress 

(NATIONAL): 
Insufficient Progress to Adequate Instruction 
SOURCE: RTI-based SLD Identification Toolkit 
 

Modules on Progress Monitoring 
SOURCE: IRIS Center 
 

National Center on Intensive Intervention 

-​ The ‘Identifying Assessments’ page provides resources to support the selection and evaluation of screening, progress 

monitoring and diagnostic assessments. 

-​ The ‘Academic Progress Monitoring Tools Chart’ presents information about academic progress monitoring tools. There are 

three tabs include ratings on the technical rigor of the tools: 
●​ Performance Level Standards 
●​ Growth Standards 
●​ Usability 

 

(STATE): 
Watch this VIDEO: Criterion 4 - What’s Changed?  
 

Read this Communication Brief: Progress Monitoring Interventions within an MTSS 
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http://www.rtinetwork.org/getstarted/sld-identification-toolkit/ld-identification-toolkit-criterion-1
https://intensiveintervention.org/intensive-intervention/diagnostic-data/example-diagnostic-tools
https://youtu.be/Mt8teTDvEDU
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hQFb-W-nVUiovrmv3XSBQPM-PyCHg1xx/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Yxly1G7jM15qTiKuLh36-U9ua8MMATaM/view
https://www.livebinders.com/play/play/2052295?tabid=896e9472-f140-bb29-d09c-6bb888495e51
http://www.rtinetwork.org/getstarted/sld-identification-toolkit/ld-identification-toolkit-criterion-2
https://iris.peabody.vanderbilt.edu/resources/iris-resource-locator/
https://intensiveintervention.org/
https://intensiveintervention.org/tools-charts/identifying-assessments
https://charts.intensiveintervention.org/chart/progress-monitoring
https://youtu.be/k34v9h3fatY
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1eguK_LiNARQK9obm-hgpjy7A0BO6cqv7/view
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Review NC’s SLD Fact Sheet #8 - Insufficient Progress and View it’s companion recording 
 

Use these GUIDANCE TOOLS: 

Setting Goals with Example and Goal Setting/Rate of Improvement Screencast 
MTSS Comprehensive Assessment Guidelines 
Data Decision Rules 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1PoqXQdYXXjHXPd_3f3vtuyHwk5bFLMl4/view?usp=sharing
https://youtu.be/_YwjPysaMy4
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ouQaURhKu7I6--hur5JpBUJN7PC-_65m7wweObzUjg0/edit?usp=sharing
https://youtu.be/rTtof50XAOU
https://www.livebinders.com/play/play/2052295?tabid=896e9472-f140-bb29-d09c-6bb888495e51
https://www.livebinders.com/play/play/2052295?tabid=b13d9ca6-61c5-a00e-6d82-1d6a079f005b

