The 2024 Formula One Season: A Year
of Surprises and Shifting Tides

The 2024 Formula One season proved to be a captivating spectacle, defying expectations and
delivering a year of intense competition and dramatic twists. Max Verstappen, despite a
mid-season slump, clinched his fourth consecutive World Drivers' Championship title, while
McLaren emerged from the shadows to secure their first Constructors' Championship since
1998. This season was marked by unexpected driver changes, a resurgence of underdogs, and
captivating storylines that kept fans on the edge of their seats.

Driver Moves: A Game of Musical Chairs

The 2024 season witnessed some notable driver changes. Although it began with all teams
seemingly retaining their 2023 pairings, this was not entirely accurate. Max Verstappen, the
reigning champion, chose to race with the number '1' this season’. Furthermore, the grid
underwent significant changes as the year progressed. Daniel Ricciardo's return to a full-time
seat with AlphaTauri (rebranded as Visa Cash App RB) was cut short after a disappointing
performance, leading to his replacement by Liam Lawson. Williams also opted for a mid-season
switch, replacing Logan Sargeant with rookie Franco Colapinto’.

Looking ahead to 2025, the driver market heated up with major announcements. Lewis
Hamilton, after a long and successful career with Mercedes, announced his move to Ferrari, a
decision that sent shockwaves through the F1 community®. Nico Hulkenberg confirmed his
departure from Haas to join Stake F1 Team Kick Sauber, while Carlos Sainz Jr. opted for a
move to Williams?. These changes set the stage for an exciting 2025 season with a refreshed
grid and new team dynamics®.

Rule Changes and Technical Developments

The 2024 season saw some notable rule changes and technical developments that impacted
the on-track action. One significant change involved the use of the Drag Reduction System
(DRS). Drivers were allowed to activate DRS immediately after the first lap and on the second
lap following a safety car period, unlike in previous seasons where they had to wait until the
third lap’.

Changes were also implemented regarding promotional events and testing regulations. Teams
were allowed to conduct promotional events with their cars, but with increased mileage limits.
These events were limited to 200 kilometers of running per day, double the previous limit, but
restricted to one event per day®. Additionally, the pre-season testing time was reduced, with
teams having less time to fine-tune their cars before the start of the season’.

Several teams introduced significant technical upgrades throughout the season. McLaren's
major bodywork upgrade, featuring a floor redesign, significantly enhanced their car's
downforce, particularly in low-speed corners. This upgrade played a crucial role in their
championship success'®. Ferrari also implemented a floor redesign, along with modifications to



the diffuser and sidepods, aimed at improving their car's performance’. Sauber focused on
optimizing airflow with reshaped mirrors and reworked floor fences to enhance their car's
rear-end performance’”.

Team Performance and Championship Standings

McLaren's remarkable comeback was undoubtedly the highlight of the 2024 season. After years
of playing second fiddle to the dominant Red Bull and Mercedes, the team, led by Lando Norris
and Oscar Piastri, delivered consistent performances and capitalized on Red Bull's struggles.
Their strategic prowess and impressive car development culminated in a well-deserved
Constructors' Championship title®. This victory marked a significant shift in the Formula One
landscape, breaking the dominance of Red Bull and Mercedes and establishing McLaren as a
force to be reckoned with.

Red Bull, despite Verstappen's individual success, faced internal turmoil and a decline in
performance, particularly from Sergio Perez. The team's struggles, coupled with McLaren's rise
and Ferrari's resurgence, made for a thrilling championship battle'>. Perhaps some
complacency crept in after years of success, contributing to their less dominant performance.
Ferrari, with Charles Leclerc and Carlos Sainz Jr., displayed flashes of brilliance, securing
several race wins and consistently challenging for podiums™. Mercedes, while not quite at the
front of the pack, showed signs of improvement, with Lewis Hamilton and George Russell
delivering solid performances and securing a few race wins'.

Position Driver Nationality Team Points

1 Max NED Red Bull 437
Verstappen

2 Lando Norris GBR McLaren 374

3 Charles MON Ferrari 356
Leclerc

4 Oscar Piastri AUS McLaren 292

5 Carlos Sainz ESP Ferrari 290
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https://www.skysports.com/f1/standings

Position Team Points

7 Haas Ferrari 58
8 RB Honda RBPT 46
9 Williams Mercedes 17
10 Kick Sauber Ferrari 4

Major Storylines: Controversy, Crashes, and
Championship Battles

The 2024 season was filled with captivating storylines that kept fans engaged throughout the
year. The intense battle for the Constructors' Championship between McLaren, Ferrari, and Red
Bull was a major highlight. McLaren's resurgence, fueled by their significant technical upgrades
and Norris's impressive performances, often challenging Verstappen for race wins, added
another layer of intrigue to the championship fight'’. Verstappen's mid-season slump coincided
with this increased pressure from Norris and McLaren, raising questions about whether the
young British driver could steal the championship from the reigning champion.

Several controversies also unfolded during the season. Logan Sargeant's unexpected
replacement by Alex Albon in the Australian GP due to a crash and lack of a spare chassis
sparked debate about team preparedness and driver safety'. Haas found themselves
embroiled in a legal battle with former sponsor Uralkali, leading to a court case and a rushed
multi-million dollar payment to avoid criminal charges®. Controversial penalties, particularly
those handed to Verstappen during the Mexican Grand Prix, sparked debate and raised
questions about the consistency and fairness of stewarding decisions?'.

A series of crashes, including a massive 50G impact for Colapinto in Las Vegas, highlighted the
inherent risks of the sport and the challenges faced by teams in managing car damage and
budget constraints?. The financial implications of these incidents were significant, with Sergio
Perez and Zhou Guanyu incurring the highest crash costs, putting a strain on their respective
teams' budgets®*. Hamilton's final year with Mercedes and his impending move to Ferrari
generated significant buzz, with speculation about his performance and the potential impact on
both teams®. The internal struggles within Red Bull, particularly Perez's underperformance and
his uncertain future with the team, also captured attention®’.

Conclusion: A Season to Remember

The 2024 Formula One season will be remembered as a year of surprises, shifting tides, and
captivating storylines. McLaren's unexpected championship victory, Verstappen's continued
dominance despite a mid-season challenge, and the dramatic driver market moves set the



stage for an exciting future for the sport. The rise of new challengers like McLaren, the impact of
driver changes, and the ongoing debate about stewarding decisions all contributed to a season
full of drama and excitement. With new regulations on the horizon and a refreshed grid, the
2025 season promises to be another thrilling chapter in Formula One history. The 2024 season
demonstrated that in Formula One, anything is possible, and the underdogs can rise to
challenge the established order.
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