
How did it change where people live?​

 From Farms to Cities​
The Industrial Revolution, which began in the 
late 1700s, caused major shifts in where 
people lived. For centuries, most people lived 
in small rural villages and worked on farms. 
But as new machines and factories began to 
take over production, many jobs moved from 
the countryside to growing cities. People 
followed these jobs, leaving behind quiet farm 
life to live in busy urban areas. This 
movement from rural to urban areas is known 
as urbanization. In places like Great Britain 
and the United States, cities grew rapidly as 
workers arrived to find jobs in factories, mills, 
and mines. Some cities doubled or even 
tripled in size in just a few decades. The 
Industrial Revolution turned small towns into 
industrial centers and helped create the 
modern city. 

New Living Conditions in Cities​
Moving to the city brought new challenges as well as new opportunities. City life meant being closer to jobs, 
markets, and goods, but it also meant crowded streets and cramped housing. Many workers lived in small 
apartments or tenements that were poorly built and lacked clean water and sanitation. These living conditions 
could be dangerous, spreading diseases quickly and making everyday life difficult. Families often shared one or 
two rooms, and entire neighborhoods could become overcrowded. However, over time, city leaders and 
reformers worked to improve these conditions by building sewers, water systems, and safer homes. Urban living 
slowly began to change, offering more comfort and safety as cities modernized. 

Factory Towns and New Communities​
The spread of industry also led to the growth of new towns and communities built around factories. These 
factory towns, sometimes owned by the companies themselves, were created to house workers close to their 
jobs. While this meant shorter travel times to work, it also gave factory owners more control over their workers’ 
lives. Some towns offered schools, stores, and homes, but often at the cost of worker independence. Still, these 
new communities represented a big shift in how people organized their daily lives. Instead of working on family 
farms or small local shops, people now became part of large-scale production systems. 

Transportation’s Role in Urban Growth​
Improvements in transportation also played a big role in where people lived. As railroads expanded and roads 
improved, people could travel more easily between cities and the countryside. This allowed for the rise of 
suburbs—areas just outside cities—where families could live in quieter neighborhoods while commuting to 
work. The idea of living in one place and working in another became possible thanks to trains, streetcars, and 



later automobiles. This helped shape the layout of modern cities and changed the way people thought about 
distance and daily routines. 

A New Kind of Society​
With more people living in cities, new social classes and cultural groups formed. Middle-class families moved 
into better neighborhoods, while working-class families often stayed near factories. Immigrants from different 
countries moved into urban areas, bringing with them new languages, foods, and traditions. Cities became more 
diverse and active, offering entertainment, education, and new types of jobs. This mix of people and ideas 
helped cities become centers of creativity and progress. 

The Lasting Impact of Urbanization​
The changes brought by the Industrial Revolution still shape our cities and towns today. Most people in the 
world now live in urban areas rather than rural ones. Skyscrapers, subways, and traffic-filled streets all have 
roots in the growth that started during this period. Understanding how and why people moved to cities helps 
explain many of today’s challenges, such as housing shortages, pollution, and access to services. It also shows 
how innovation can reshape not just technology, but the very places we call home. 

Why It Still Matters Today​
The Industrial Revolution marked a turning point in human history—not just in how we work, but in how and 
where we live. It created new opportunities and communities, but also raised new problems that still exist today. 
Learning about this time helps us understand modern life and prepares us to think carefully about how cities 
grow and change. As we continue to build and reshape our world, the lessons of the Industrial Revolution 
remain just as important as ever. 

 

Parent/Guardian & Child Discussion Questions 
1.​ Why did people move from farms to cities during 

the Industrial Revolution?​
 → How would your daily life be different if you lived 
in a small village instead of a busy city? 

2.​ What kinds of problems did people face when they 
moved into crowded cities?​
 → What do you think it would be like to live in a tiny 
apartment with several people and no clean water? 

3.​ What were factory towns, and how were they 
different from regular towns?​
 → Would you like living in a town built around your 
parent's workplace? Why or why not? 

4.​ How did transportation changes like railroads and 
streetcars affect where people could live?​
 → If you could live anywhere and take a train to 
school or work, where would you live and why? 

5.​ Why is it important to learn about how people’s 
homes and communities changed during the 
Industrial Revolution?​
 → Do you think technology still changes where and 
how people live today? How?  



📘 Parent/Guardian Directions: 

Your child is practicing reading fluency using this short article. Please have them read it aloud to you. You 
can help by listening, correcting tricky words, or taking turns reading paragraphs. The goal is to read smoothly 
and understand the meaning. Thank you for your support! 

How Did the Industrial Revolution Change Where People Live?​
People Move to Cities​
During the Industrial Revolution, more people began to move from farms and villages to towns and cities. 
This change is called urbanization. Before this time, most people lived in the countryside and worked on 
farms. But as factories opened in cities, people moved there to find jobs. Cities like Manchester, Birmingham, 
and London grew very quickly as workers came to live near the factories. 

New Types of Housing​
As cities grew, new housing was built to hold the large number of workers. Many families lived in small, 
crowded apartments called tenements. These buildings were often packed close together and had poor living 
conditions. There was not always clean water or proper waste systems. Still, people stayed because the cities 
offered work and chances to earn money. 

Changes in Daily Life​
Living in the city was very different from life in the countryside. Instead of working outside in fields, people 
worked long hours indoors at factories. Streets were busy with people, wagons, and smoke from machines. 
Though the conditions were hard, city life also gave people more access to shops, schools, and services they 
didn’t have in rural areas. 

New Communities and Social Classes​
The movement to cities also changed how people lived with one another. Large working-class communities 
formed around factory jobs. At the same time, wealthier people often moved to nicer neighborhoods outside 
the crowded city centers. This created a new division between social classes. Over time, workers began to 
form groups and unions to ask for better pay and living conditions. 

A Permanent Change in Living Patterns​
The Industrial Revolution caused a major shift in where people lived, and this shift still affects us today. 
Before, most people lived in rural areas, but now, more people live in cities. Urban areas became centers of 
work, trade, and culture. This change helped shape modern life and the way cities continue to grow and 
develop around the world. 

 
 
 

💬 Fluency Tracking: Write down the time it took your child to read each day. Count any missed 
words to help track progress. 

Day 1 Time 
 
 

 

Day 2 Time Day 3 Time 
 

# words missed day 1 
 
 
 

 

# words missed day 2 # words missed day 3 
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