Dear County of San Diego Board of Supervisors,

Thank you for your ongoing support of arts and culture, specifically for re-establishing the San Diego County Arts and
Culture Commission. The Commission celebrated its first anniversary in April with the completion of its first strategic
plan.

However, we are disappointed that the recommended FY 2024-25 budget did not include operating funds for the
San Diego County Arts and Culture Commission. The Commission needs this support to implement its strategic
plan and fulfill its mission.

The County Arts and Culture Commission's work comes at a time when support for arts and culture is greatly needed.
San Diego's creative industry is critical to our region's economic engine, and our economic needs are significant.
According to a 2023 Americans for the Arts - Arts and Economic Prosperity study, San Diego County's nonprofit arts
sector generates $1.4 billion in annual economic impact, supports nearly 20,000 jobs for residents, and contributes
over $320 million in direct local taxes.

This also comes at a time when arts funding from other public sources is at risk. Although the state legislature agreed
to restore 75 percent of the cuts announced by Gov. Gavin Newsom, there is still $5 million in reductions on the table
for the state’s local assistance arts fund. This could negatively impact the capacity of more than 100 nonprofit arts
and culture organizations that depend on revenue from this fund to serve our region.

While considering the CAO's recommended budget, we ask that you direct two (2) FTEs to establish a newly created
Office of Arts and Culture, and an additional $362,000 per year to implement the San Diego Arts and Culture
Commission’s initiatives as described in their 2024-2026 strategic plan. This $362,000 in fiscal year 2024-2025 will
allow the office to implement activities is detailed in attachment A.

In addition to serving as an economic driver, the arts continue to provide equitable, inclusive, and accessible
opportunities for learning, leisure, and community building throughout our County. It is within your power to ensure

that our arts industry receives the resources needed to continue this work.

Please commit two (2) FTES and $362,000 for the San Diego County Arts and Culture Commission in the FY
2024-2025 budget.

Thank you for your immediate attention to this matter.

Sincerely,
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