GVSU Libraries
JBM 495, Ottawa Co. Newspaper Research, Todd Fettig

Measure how the volume of local news coverage in Ottawa County has changed
through the 21st century by looking at stories from the publications below for the month
of January of 2000, 2010, 2020, and 2024.

Use the GVSU Library Subject Guide for Journalism, Broadcasting, and Digital Media,
Newspapers tab

Online access to Publications: can count the articles available in text but may not
have the “image” (exact replica) of articles

Lanthorn

GR Press

Holland Sentinel

Grand Haven Tribune

Muskegon Chronicle

Search example: ottawa or holland or “grand haven” or zeeland or coopersville or
“grand valley state”

Specify dates: January 1-31 of 2000, 2010, 2020, 2024

The Zeeland Record and Coopersville Observer, along with other West Michigan
community and business newspapers, are in the Special Collections at Seidman House,
Regional and Historical Publications collection in paper form and do not leave that
building.

Policies:

e Contact them before going over (see emails below): The staff gets items for you
and notifying them of a visit in advance ensures they can have the materials
ready.

e Know what you want to see. Make sure you've noted the newspaper title and the
month and year you'd like to view (use the links above).

e Bring the right supplies. Pencils, paper, laptop, phone and/or camera are all
recommended for taking notes and non-flash photographs. Don't forget any
charging cords if your visit will be lengthy. Dress for the archives: archives are
kept at a cooler temperature year-round, so consider wearing layers or bringing a
sweater or jacket along.

e Because the materials are unique, we also require that you sign an agreement to
abide by the policies (use pencil, don’t bring food or drink, etc.)

e \Virtual tour: Start at beginning; Regional History starts at 1:29.

Get Help:
e CLAS Center for Experiential Learning: Dr. Debbie Herrington, Director,
herringd@gvsu.edu - FUNDS for undergraduate students!
e Ask your librarian Kim Ranger (email rangerk@gvsu.edu)
e Seidman House archivists:
o Leigh Rupinski (email rupinskl@gvsu.edu)



https://libguides.gvsu.edu/multimediajournalism/newspapers
https://libguides.gvsu.edu/multimediajournalism/newspapers
https://libguides.gvsu.edu/multimediajournalism/newspapers#s-lg-box-wrapper-6350649
https://libguides.gvsu.edu/multimediajournalism/newspapers#s-lg-box-wrapper-6350648
https://infoweb-newsbank-com.ezproxy.gvsu.edu/apps/news/browse-multi/?p=WORLDNEWS&t=pubname%3AHSHH%7CHOLSM-EEDT%21Selected%2520Sources%2520%282%29&action=browse
https://infoweb-newsbank-com.ezproxy.gvsu.edu/apps/news/browse-pub?p=WORLDNEWS&t=pubname%3AGHT4%21Grand%2BHaven%2BTribune%2B%2528MI%2529&action=browse&year=2024
https://infoweb-newsbank-com.ezproxy.gvsu.edu/apps/news/source-list?p=WORLDNEWS
https://gvsu.lyrasistechnology.org/repositories/2/resources/548
https://gvsu.lyrasistechnology.org/repositories/2/resources/550
https://www.gvsu.edu/library/specialcollections/
https://gvsu.lyrasistechnology.org/repositories/2/classifications/5
https://www.gvsu.edu/library/specialcollections/policies-102.htm
https://www.gvsu.edu/library/specialcollections/visiting-48.htm
https://www.gvsu.edu/ccel/
mailto:herringd@gvsu.edu
https://libguides.gvsu.edu/prf.php?account_id=31
mailto:rangerk@gvsu.edu
mailto:rupinskl@gvsu.edu

o Annie Benefiel (email benefiea@gvsu.edu)
o or general email collections@gvsu.edu

e Additional help: Knowledge Market Research Consultants
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