
Grendel – Solo Work #1 - The Shaper, The Dragon, The Monster  DO NOT DO 
BEFORE CLASS (YOU WILL BE GIVEN TIME IN CLASS TO DO THIS). 

 
This is a very different kind of writing.  The most important thing is for you to try and make connections – and 
for you to take notes on what you read.  In essessence, you must not only supply the answer but you must 
supply the FOCUS and/or questions as well.  You still also have your reading. 
 
Period 3 – Group A Last Name A-C         Group B Last Name D-K            Group C Last Name L-Z   
 
Period 4 – Group A Last Name A-H        Group B Last Name I-P            Group C Last Name Q-Z   
 
Period 6 – Group A Last Name A-C         Group B Last Name D-M            Group C Last Name N-Z   
 
Period 7 – Group A Last Name A-F         Group B Last Name G-L            Group C Last Name M-Z   
 
 
You will start your close reading of these quotes by concentrating on  –  
A: Box 1 to Box 2 
 
B: Box 1 to Box 3  
 
C: Box 2 to Box 3.   
 
 
During the first 12 minutes you will cover the quotes with your notes, arrows, etc. (if you don’t 
have a printer – take the notes on a separate sheet of paper): Everyone should look at “Autowreck 
(we read it together with the other poems before Grendel),” the Batman, Shakespeare, and 
Arcadia quotes, and the epigraph from Grendel that appears in the middle of your sheet.  Time 
yourself to finish at least your boxes When you go over each of these boxes – consult you notes, your 
books, and your brain.  Write on this sheet – draw arrows between connections, highlight 
(remember if you highlight – write something down next to it as well), fill this paper with your 
comments.  Each box is centered on a certain theme or idea.   If you finish your two boxes, the 
Shakespeare/Batman quotes, the epigraph & “Autowreck” then look at everything else on this sheet.   
 
In the last 3 minutes - Write down what you come up with – What BIG CONNECTIONS do you see?  
Be specific – and reference the quotes (if it’s easier -number your boxes) 
 
 

Two Hints: HINT 1: Look at the epigraph – then look at the Batman quote – then think about the Dragon says 
when Grendel tells him that he wants to quit scaring humans.  HINT 2: “Autowreck” – make sure you have an 
understanding of the THESIS (main point) of this poem (don’t forget literal before figurative) Get out your 
poems – with their notes.  Also: Grendel hates men because of their ________s.  In Shapiro’s poem – what does 
the poet say that an “autowreck” does to these ___________s.  (cool, eh?) This is just one hint – and should not 
define your group work. 
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