Primary Source Exploration
Man-Bats on the Moon?

Source #1: An artist’s rendering of the various forms of intelligent life found on the moon,
including man-bats. The New York Sun. August 28th, 1835
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Primary Source Exploration
Man-Bats on the Moon?

Source #2: The New York Sun, August 1835

We were thrilled...to perceive four successive flocks of large winged creatures, wholly unlike
any kind of birds, descend with a slow even motion from the cliffs on the western side, and alight
upon the plain. . . .

Certainly they were like human beings, for their wings had now disappeared, and their attitude
in walking was both erect and dignified....They averaged four feet in height, were covered,
except on the face, with short and glossy copper-colored hair, and had wings composed of a
thin membrane, without hair, lying snugly upon their backs,...The face, which was of a yellowish
flesh color, was a slight improvement upon that of the large orang outang, being more open and
intelligent in its expression, and having a much greater expansion of forehead. The mouth,
however, was very prominent, though somewhat relieved by a thick beard upon the lower jaw,
and by lips far more human than those of any species of similar genus.

Source #3: A description of the telescope which was capable of magnifying the inhabitants of
the moon. The New York Sun, August 1835

It is well known that the great reflecting telescope of the late elder Herschel, with an object-glass
four feet in diameter, and a tube forty feet in length, possesses a magnifying power of more than
six thousand times.... Sir John Herschel had submitted his plans and calculations in adaptation
to an object-glass of twenty-four feet in diameter: just six times the size of his venerable father's.
For casting this ponderous mass, he selected the large glass-house of Messrs.

The weight of this ponderous lens was 14,826 Ibs. or nearly seven tons after being polished;
and its estimated magnifying power 42,000 times. It was therefore presumed to be capable of
representing objects in our lunar satellite of little more than eighteen inches in diameter,
providing its focal image of them could be rendered distinct by the transfusion of article light.



