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1. INTRODUCTION

Dialogue regarding the explanation of the Al-Quran
for salty people, the Al-Quran must be explained so
that it can be digested and understood either through
translation or explanation or interpretation.
Meanwhile, translations, explanations or
interpretations  themselves are classified as
interpretations. In Indonesia, specifically, not all
Muslim communities can understand the verses of the
Koran directly, there is a need for tools, such as
translation or interpretation. For a long time,
Indonesian Islamic thinkers have tried to translate
and interpret the verses of the Koran so that they can
be understood by the Muslims of the archipelago. One
of the scholars from North Sumatra (Binjai) is Abdul
Halim Hasan with his book Tafsir Al-Ahkam. As a
scholar, he devoted his knowledge and discussed legal
aspects in the Al-Quran which then became a style
and had its own characteristics (character) in its
interpretation. It is important for every Muslim to
understand the legal content that can be
differentiated based on the Koran and Sunnah. Then,
in-depth knowledge of legal verses will ultimately give
birth to interpretation products that are flexible in
accordance with the demands of the times and are not
rigid. The author will try to summarize and reveal
verses that are always widely discussed and still have
differences, giving rise to polemics in society so that
with this article the public can understand them and
the purpose of the Al-Quran being revealed will
always be relevant to the times and become a guide
for Muslims in carrying out every step. life.

Keywords: Figh Tafsir, Tafsir al-Ahkam, Sirah Study, Tafsir
Identity.

The Qur'an is the primary source of Islamic teachings, it contains doctrines as
a guide for a global life that requires interpretation efforts to understand it. On
the other hand, the Qur'an as a written text contains guidance that serves as a
reference so that humans avoid anything that can be detrimental. The existence of
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the Qur'an as a guide because it provides guidelines for life to achieve happiness
in the world and at the same time in the hereafter. These guidelines are in the
form of teachings of faith, worship, mu'amalah, and so on. To meet these needs,
the Qur'an generally contains a set of concepts and principles that have not been
described and operationalized so that they are easy to apply in life. (Mushodiq &
Wahyudi, 2020)

It is a joy for academics if we read and understand the great work of Nusantara
in the field of tafsir ahkam, a book written by an Indonesian scientist and cleric
Abdul Halim Hasan (Binjai). This will certainly make it easier for people to
understand the verses of law without being constrained by their ability to speak
Arabic. Tafsir al-Ahkam by Abdul Halim Hasan (Binjai) is a book that has received
recognition in academic circles, this book containing 633 pages was written by an
Indonesian scholar who is widely known and knowledgeable in his field. The
social situation which could be said to be not conducive for someone to work
because of the political situation that was taking place at that time shows that
Abdul Halim was a scholar who had a fairly good writing tradition. (Yusuf et al,,
2023) It is absolutely impossible for someone in an unsafe situation to be able to
produce interpretive works that are important for the study of Islam. The local
context faced by Abdul Halim refers to his interpretive work which is not only
limited to the results of his reading as mentioned in the legal-based
interpretations as mentioned, but attempts to contextualize it in the situation he
faced to form an open attitude in understanding Islamic law. For this reason, an
in-depth study of Abdul Halim's ahkam interpretation is seen from a broader
perspective, especially positioning it as a framework for ahkam interpretation
developing in Indonesia that will be able to look more deeply. For the purposes of
this research, the author limits it to Abdul Halim's Tafsir Ahkam. Because in
addition to the work in the field of ahkam (law) which is a work that can be said
to be still minimal compared to other interpretations, it is relevant to see it in a
broader framework. (Abdurrahman, 2018) In general, Abdul Halimini's Tafsir
Ahkam contains verses relating to law which makes this interpretation look
specialist, making it easier for readers to understand, track and adapt to his
thoughts when reading his interpretation. In addition, Abdul Halim was known
during his lifetime as a scholar who was not fanatical about a particular school of
thought, but he was able to accept various figh opinions. In his interpretation of
Al-Ahkam, he always explained various opinions of the imams of the schools of
thought from various schools of thought, even the opinions of the companions,
tabi'in to tabi'in al-tabi'in were also quoted in his interpretation when explaining
a verse. With the aim of being able to see the diversity of opinions that are
developing, and not getting caught up in the fanaticism of schools of thought.
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RESEARCH METHOD

This research is a library research using descriptive analysis method. Library
research is data collection using reading books as the main basis in this research,
by reviewing books, documents, and websites related to the topic of discussion.
While descriptive analysis is a research method that aims to describe or describe
problems objectively.

RESULT AND ANALYSIS

Biography of the character Abdul Hakim Hasan Abdul Halim Hasan

was born in Binjai on 15 May 1901. His parents were Haji Hasan, a
farmer. Abdul Halim Hasan Binjai's childhood reflected a child who was hungry
for Islamic knowledge. There are many things that prove that he is a person who
is diligent in studying. In the following period, Abdul Halim Hasan was active in
the world of Islamic scholarship. He teaches at the Islamic University of North
Sumatra. Abdul Halim Hasan's personality as a teacher reflects a simple, ideal
teacher. His simplicity can be felt by the people who associate with him, including
students, academic figures and society in general. This simplicity is not only
visible in his appearance but also in speaking and expressing his ideas whether in
writing, lectures or in other activities (Anam, 2021).

What is special is that this simplicity is accompanied by broad insight
and knowledge in the scientific field that he studies. Everyone who interacted
with him acknowledged that Abdul Halim Hasan was a man of broad and deep
knowledge. The depth of knowledge and breadth of insight that he had later
formed a famous scholar with moderate thinking. This figure's moderation as a
lecturer is recognized by his students, as well as in a wider scope, the moderation
which is one of Abdul Halim Hasan Binjai's special features will be seen in his
thinking, as can be seen in his writings, including Tafsir Ahkam. One form of
moderation in his thinking is his attitude of never confirming what is right in his
thinking. This will indeed be seen in a character who really understands how a
thought exists and is different from other thoughts. (Maizal, 2020) Prof. DR. H. M.
Yassir Nasution, a North Sumatran education figure who also studied with Abdul
Halim Hasan, stated that he would not blame the opinions or ideas that emerged
from his students. This moderation has become a characteristic of this character.
There is one other thing that is really special about Abdul Halim Hasan, namely
his participation as an important administrator in two large community
organizations that are different from each other, namely Muhammadiyah and
alWashliyah. These two large mass organizations are known to be at odds with
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each other in many ways. However, his moderation has created a character who
can act accurately in his position.

The motivation for writing Tafsir

The work Tafsir al-Ahkam was not published during Abdul Halim
Hasan's lifetime. The idea to publish this book, based on Azhari Akmal Tarigan's
remarks, came from Azhari Akmal Tarigan who then collaborated with Agus
Khair. Both are editors of this book. The idea to publish Abdul Halim Hasan's
work, which was still in script form, was welcomed by Abdul Halim Hasan's son,
Amru Daulay, S.H. Apparently, the publication of this book was also welcomed by
intellectual circles in North Sumatra, this was seen at the seminar launching the
book Tafsir al-Ahkam. Prof. H. M. Yassir, one of the keynote speakers at the Tafsir
al-Ahkam book launch seminar, stated that one of the goals that was very clear to
Abdul Halim Hasan Binjai was to bridge the differences in opinion of the Islamic
ummah in many ways. This aim is of course very clearly visible in the style of his
interpretation in Tafsir al-Ahkam. (Al-Qahthani, 2003).

The work of the figure Abdul Hakim Hasan

Abdul Halim was very productive and diligent in writing, and was often
published in the al-Islam media published in East Sumatra at that time. Usually,
these writings are short and have the character of simple reviews regarding legal
issues and actual problems in society. He is also diligent in writing books. His
work mostly concerns Islamic law and history. However, his most monumental
works are Tafsir Al-Qur'an al-Karim, written with two of his friends, and Tafsir
al-Ahkam, which is discussed in this working paper. His other works are: A Gift of
Adab and Wisdom; History of Jurisprudence; Women and Islam; Wisdom of
Fasting; Lailat al-Qadr; How to Wash a Corpse; Date of Islamic Tamaddun; History
of the Genesis of Syara® Written Arabic (published in Malaysia); Tarekh Abi
al-Hasan al-Ash’ari; History of Islamic Literature; and Polygamy in Islam
(Al-Qarafi, 1995).

An example application of Figh Patterns in Tafsir al-Ahkam

Quraish Shihab, said that the interpretation styles that are known so far,
include: language literary style, philosophical style, theological style, scientific
interpretation style, figh or legal style, Sufism style, and cultural literary style. . In
Abdul Halim Hasan's foreword, it is stated that he stated that it is not wrong if
someone then examines the legal conclusions and methodology of the school of
thought, then compares them with others. He then humbly stated that he was
only interpreting several legal opinions from several schools of thought according
to his studies. (Fuad, 2020) His moderate attitude has made him a person who is
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respected and liked in many circles and in several different mass organizations. It
seems that this moderation is what the Islamic ummah must emulate, respecting
legal opinions, not blaming or even deciding which one is right. Because different
methodologies will produce different opinions, and these legal opinions or
conclusions must be respected by other people who have different legal opinions.
(Misbakhuddin & Nur Safaat, 2022) Abdul Halim Hasan's moderation will
certainly not be separated from his broad, fundamental and deep insight and
knowledge.

This attitude of moderation which is based on deep knowledge will be seen in
the studies contained in the book Tafsir al-Ahkam. Like a moderate attitude, he
has broad insight and his knowledge is very broad in discussing various scientific
studies, acknowledged by many figures who have known him directly or only
through his writings. (Murni, 2020) As a preacher and cleric, Abdul Halim Hasan
Binjai is known to be very enthusiastic and plays a role in enlightening Islamic
thought through writing and orally in North Sumatra. His great role has been
studied either with in-depth studies or short studies by several intellectual
figures. Most of these studies conclude that Abdul Halim Hasan was a scholar who
played a very important role in enlightening the thinking of the Islamic ummah in
North Sumatra. The following is an example application of Abdul Halim Hasan
Binjai's interpretation related to problems that often arise in society.

Submit the Trust to the Experts

"Indeed, Allah commands you to convey the trust to those who are entitled to
receive it, and (orders you) when you determine a law between people, so that
you determine it fairly." (Q.S An-Nisa": 58) According to Abdul Halim, this verse is
the most important verse in sharia law. According to Zahir, the verse of his
sermon is addressed to all Muslims who are related to the mandate. According to
what was narrated from Ali, Zaid bin Asham, and Syahar bin Hasyab, this verse
was addressed to the guardians of Islam. But the first opinion is clearer. Even
though this verse was revealed to an incident, this does not reduce its general
purpose. The reason that is considered is the general lafadz, not the specific
reason, as is the rule contained in the rules of ushul figh. Wahidi even said, "the
commentators have agreed to say something like this." Among those who hold
opinions like this are Barra' bin Azib, Ibn Mas'ud, Ibnu Abbas and Ubay bin Ka'ab.

What is meant by justice in the word of Allah SWT is law based on the Koran
and hadith, because laws based on reason alone are not valid. If a law is not found
in the Koran and hadith, it is permissible to punish with the ijtihad of a judge.
People who punish with the book of Allah are people who understand the
meaning of the verses and also understand the takwil. As explained by Muadz bin
Jabal when the Prophet sent him to Yemen. The Prophet asked, "With what do you
punish?" "With the book of Allah," replied Muadz, "What if you don't get it?" "with



28

E-ISSN XXXX-XXXX

the Sunnah of the Prophet" "What if you don't get it?" "I will do ijtihad with my
thoughts."

CONCLUSION

From the discussion above several conclusions can be drawn, including:
Judging from the socio-historical setting, Abdul Halim Hasan was born in Binjai
on 15 May 1901. The moderation that is one of Abdul Halim Hasan Binjai's
special features will be seen in his thinking, as seen in Tafsir Ahkam. One of Abdul
Halim Hasan Binjai's motivations for writing this commentary was to bridge the
differences in opinion of the Muslim community in many ways. This aim is of
course very clearly visible in the style of his interpretation in Tafsir al-Ahkam. His
work is Tafsir Al-Qur'an al-Karim, A Gift of Adab and Wisdom; History of
Jurisprudence; Women and Islam; Wisdom of Fasting; Lailat al-Qadar; How to
Wash a Corpse; Date of Islamic Tamaddun; History of the Genesis of Syara’
Written Arabic (published in Malaysia); Tarekh Abi al-Hasan al-Ashari; History of
I[slamic Literature; and Polygamy in Islam.
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